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CHAI'. I. 

Our hero, in Conformity to his promise 
to general Davers, wrote him as follows the 
morning after his arrival in town : — 


t€ Finsbury -square, Jmc 7. 

“ The date of my letter, my dear 
sir, will inform you that I am the inmate oP 
one of the worthiest men (if I may judge 
from the impression he made upon me, and 
from his^ general character) in England; 
but before I introduce y u to him, 1 wish 
to convinc you that I have ssrictly adhered 
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to your advice. My letter from Ports- 
itjkjuth, on board the. packet, and fi- 

nished (neVe, will have informed you how 
Kperformed my journey from thence to 
town ; and as wc met with neither accident 
nor delay, we arrived in Gracechurch-street 
between four and five o'clock yesterday 
afternoon. I immediately engaged a bed- 
room, whither I had my baggage conveyed, 
and there 1 left Ned and Susan refreshing 
themselves with sfomc tea, who were to re- 
main upon guard while I sallied forth, wish- 
ing to deliver my credentials to Mr. Thorn- 
hill senior ere the house shut. Fortunately 
he was, what he styled, upon duty ; and 
while he read your letter, his son, who was 
with him, and I renewed our acquaintance; 
but we had not exchanged many inquiries 
ere his father addressed me in the politest 
.terms, and professed the greatest readiness 
to serve me, coining at once into my plans, 
without requiring any farther explanation; 
and as time wore, he sent William and seve- 
ral porters back with me to the inn, who 
removed six of my seven strong boxes into 
Lombard-street, where they were sealed, and 
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deposited in their strong room, and I pro- 
mised to call the next morning to give my 
final orders respecting them, as I told Mr, 
Thornhill, who wished me to have accom- 
panied him clown to Clapham Common, 
where I meant to take up my abode. He 
spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Levi, and 
assured me that he was the first man in Lon- 
don in the diamond line; but as he did not 
exactly know when to expect me, and 
might therefore be frotn home, Wiliiam 
would accompany me into the square; and 
1 saw he waited* at the corner of Chiswell- 
street till I was admitted. 

“ Not having shewn myself at the War- 
Oflice, therefore hardly feeling off du- 
ty, and being besides unprovided w ith 
any other clothes, I was in a regimental 
frock, which led the servant who admitted 
me, even before I had declared my name, tp 
say — ‘Captain Franklin, I presume?' lead- 
ing the way into a spacious and most ele- 
gantly-furnished drawing-room, as Mr. Levi 
was still in The eating-parlour, and h^d 
some friends with him; but ere I had look- 

B* 
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ed round me, this truly amiable man joined 
me. I should have known him any where, 
or rather have guessed who he was, he bears 
so strong a resemblance to my late wife; 
our emotion was therefore mutual, and pro- 
ceeded from the same cause, as we each re- 
minded the other of a beloved object, 
.whom we both equally regretted. But not 
to dwell upon a scene which renewed my 
unavailing grief, Mr. Levi was the first to 
recover himself- — »ay, he even blamed him- 
self for mourning, when he ought to rejoice 
in the certainty of his granddaughter’s bea- 
titude; and proceeded to welcome me in 
the most cordial and most affectionate 
terms to his house; adding, in a gayer tone, 
* May I henceforth consider you as a rela- 
tion, or have you imbibed any of the com- 
mon prejudices against my nation ?* 

“ You, who know how much I was really 
prejudiced in his favour, may guess that 
my reply met his approbation. ‘ My poor 
grandchild barely did you justice, I find, cap- 
tain, though, believe me, she was eloquent 
in your praise; so was my friend Wrighton ; 
but that rascal Donaghue, I fear I shall never 
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forgive him; he must have withheld many 
of my last letters to the duke, to answer his 
own iniquitous ends. My poor Victoria was 
very fortunate in her selection of a protec- 
tor, else what might have proved her fate ! 
and she died, happy in the certainty of your 
regard, therefore we ought not to lament 
her translation to a better world, I wrote 
you that I received the pictures, plate, 
and money, which voq transmitted me; 
the former decorate this and the adjoining 
apartment, since, if you are inclined to 
part with them, they shall be valued by 
a connoisseur, and I will become the pur- 
chaser.’ 

“ I would have interrupted hinv as I felt 
eager to offer them to his acceptance ; but 
he seemed to guess my intentions, as he 
continued — c 1 will not accept them ; I am 
much the richer man of the two, notwith- 
standing your money in the funds, to whic h 
I have added the six thousand pounds you 
sent over ; - a mi, for fear of accidents, l 
transferred the whole into your name, aS I 
might die suddenly, I recollected. Th** 
plate 1 have also sold, and added the mo- 
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ii ey it produced to your stock. I recol- 
lect you mentioned having- secured some 
jewels to my friend Wrighfon — now, sir 
Anthony, at your service — did you dispose 
of them in Portugal ?* 

<( I seized the opportunity to mention 
where I had left them, and what else I had 
brought over, which I wished to place un- 
der his care, — f T will dispose of even thing 
to the best advantage for you, since I would 
not advise your retaining cither jewels or 
plate : you can purchase cither when re- 
quired. But now, what will you take after 
your journey ? — Have you dined ? — or 
will you have some tea? — or had you ra- 
ther return to the inn, whither my people 
shall accompany you, to remove every 
thing hither? I daresay your man and his 
wife may be depended upon ; but they w ill 
not be sorry to be relieved from guard — 
bring them also hither, I desire ; they shall 
meet a hearty welcome, and shall be my 
housekeeper’s guests while- they. stay in 
t6wn,* ringing the bell, and ordering a 
horse to be put into the cart immediately, 
and thr^e or Jpur of his men to get ready 
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to accompany me into Gracechurch-street, 
again pressing me to take some refresh- 
ment while the cart was getting ready ; and 
to oblige the old gentleman, I descended 
with him into the dining-parlour, his friends 
having taken their leave when they learnt 
my arrival, where I drank a couple of 
glasses of wine, and eat some strawberries; 
when all being ready, I set out with my 
escort for Gracechurch-street, half repent- 
ing, I must acknowledge, having j^Sccd my 
cash in Thornhill’s house ; still, as you ad- 
vised it, arid as Victoria seemed to wish to 
act as I have done, I cannot have been 
wrong ; yet, did I feel satisfied that I had 
done right, I should not feel so anxious 
to keep this excellent man in ignorance of 
my apparent want of confidence, which in- 
duced me to hasten forward before my par- 
ty, to enforce the silence of Edward and 
Susan, whom I found expostulating with 
an impertinent chambermaid, who was de- 
claring,./ ihe^^should not keep possession 
of one of the best'^Tpartments ; if the g*n- 
tleman who had placed them there did nj>t 
.return, she should have hij things moved/ 
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I overheard her speech as I advanced up the 
gallery, and now told her I would save her 
the trouble of removing either mv servants 
or fny baggage, as neither I nor them should 
sleep at the inn. 

r But you have taken possession of this 
room, sir, which I could have let over and 
over again within the last half hour/ 

c Then you may do so now, as soon as 
you please, though I shall pay for it the 
same ajflf I had remained ; but I shall do so 
at the b™, as I shall not reward you for be- 
ing insolent ; so go and give in your report 
accordingly/ She departed muttering, and 
I briefly put Ned and Susan upon their 
guard, telling them where we were all go- 
ing. 

€ To my poor dear mistress’s grandfather, 
of whom she was so fond!’ cried Susan ; 
while Ned renewed his professions of re- 
gard towards me ; but Mr. Levi’s ser- 
vants being arrived, the chests and the re- 
maining strong box were soon placed in 
the cart. Edward carried the largest casket, 
Susan seized another, and I took charge of 
the one I had received from the monk; and 
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in this order we returned to this hospitable 
mansion, where ail the treasures having 
been placed in a back-parlour, the doo r 
of which Mr. Levi secured, he declared 
he felt quite happy in the certainty that all 
was safe; and having placed Ned and Su- 
san under the care of the housekeeper, we 
sat down to tea in the drawing-room. I 
wished to have delivered the keys of the 
chests. Sec. into his hands, but he gaily re- 
minded me that he was a Jew. (should 
not have supposed him one, frorfi his ap* 
pearance — perhaps having so long appear- 
ed as a Catholic has been, in that respect, 
an advantage to him. Ilis house is elegant, 
and neat in the extreme, and appears to be 
extremely well regulated. Wo had so 
much to say. to each other, as he entered 
into many details respecting himself, and 
engaged me to do the same, that the even- 
ing soon slipped away. He obliged me fo 
retire at an early hour, and I rose the mo- 
ment I woke, to fulfil my promise to you, 
my kindTnend Isee Mr. Levi pacing 

the square from my window, I shall coji- 
b 3 
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dude my epistle with the assurance that you 
will ever rank foremost in the regard and 
affection of 

“ Charles Franklin.’' 


CIIAP. II. 

As our hero had made even a more favour- 
able impression tipon his host, it may be 
supposed they met with renewed cordiality 
at breakfast. Edward, who had attended 
the captain in his own room, had ran on 
for a quarter of an hour in Mr. Levi's 
praise ; and as he had been no less garru- 
lous in 'praise of our hero to that gentle- 
man, they had greatly risen in each other’s 
eSteem. 

During their repast, Charles reverted to 
his military frock, requesting Mr. Levi 
would direct him to a good tailor. 

O I gave orders for mine v to attend 
^ou this morning ; hc-dsTn high repute — 
a\ all events, he Gan quip you for the pre- 
sent, and my Knisekeeper shall provide for 
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all your other wants; she is accustomed to 
make purchases for unmarried men, so you 
may safely trust to her judgment and discre- 
tion.’* 

Charles assured him he placed implicit 
faith in both, adding, “ I think the sooner 
Edward and Susan leave town the better, 
as their relations will be happy to see them, 
and they will assist them with their advice 
with regard to their future plans.” 

Mr. Levi was quite ofchis opinion, “ but 
as you will be thus deprived of Edward’s 
attendance, I can recommend a successor to 
him, in whom you may place equal confi- 
dence ; and as no man is a hero to his valet- 
de-chambre, it has been said, I think, that 
such people ought to be above tht? general 
fun of menials/* 

*•' So do I, sir, and I 'Shall feel most hap- 
py in having a person of whom you seein 
to entertain so good an opinion about 
me *’ 

The tailor was announced while our herb 
was speaking, soon dismissed him; 
though he was very pihssjuse in his ordtfrs^ 
considering he wished toNwcar mourniitt; 
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for his wife and father for another three 
months, never having considered his crape 
scarf as a fl sufficient compliment to thj me- 
mory of either. 

“ Then now that business is settled/* 
said Mr. Levi, " let us adjourn into my 
study, as I am very anxious to see what 
those chests and caskets contain ; I am not 
wanted at my counting-house to day, and 
I have given orders to be denied to every 
one/’ 

“I trust, sir, that you will not confine 
yourself on my account ; I .must shew my- 
self at the War-Office during the course of 
the morning, since I am not yet quite re- 
leased from military duty." 

" Then you shall go there between one 
and two ; my carriage shall be ready at 
thathour; I dine at five/* 

Charles made no objection to his propo- 
sal, as he' did not wish to have it known 
he was in town, and his regimental froefc 
and hat might induce m,any people to no- 
tice him, ^ by whom he^o^kfelsS t)e oyer- 
Icfpked in the crowd. 

.Having reac^Jl the study, some of Mr, 
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Levi’s servants uncorded the two large 
chests, and then retired, when he secured 
the doors, telling our hero he might begin 
to unlock. 

“ First suffer me to deliver up what I 
consider as a most sacred charge/’ putting 
a small sealed packet into the old gentle- 
man’s hands; “that, with this casket/’ 
whic h he placed before him, “ were given 
into my custody by the abbot of the Do- 
minican monastery at who professed 

himself to be a real penitent, and who made 
me promise, if J ever returned to England, 
to deliver both into your own hands; and I 
had taken proper precautions to have 
them safely hansmitted to you, in the event 
of mv death.” 

“ I feel infinitely indebted to you, my 
dear captain, but I have no idea from whom 
either can have come. The abbot of a 
Dominican monastery ! why surely !” team- 
ing open the small parcel to remove his 
suspense: it merely contained a small key. 
“ This tfpe'ns iho casket, L pres time/* hastily 
-breaking the seals, a applying it to 
lock; “it fits, so I shallSpon know wlut ' 
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all this means.” A letter first presented 
itself, which he threw on one side, while 
lie raided some cotton, and absolutely 
started when he caught sight of what it had 
concerned. “ The abbot was then, as I sus- 
pected, father Antonio, once my supposed 
confessor, and long my confidential friend; 
he betrayed me merely, as I feared, to gratify 
his own avarice, since I suspected he had 
secreted these jewels at the moment of my 
flight, when I would willingly have offered 
them as a bribe to any one who could have 
insured my safety — Poor miserable wretch ! 
he dared not I suppose, offer them for sale ; 
but tell me, captain, what he said when he 
gave them into your hands ? as I will rot 
read his confession, for fear he should impli- 
cate the memory of those I wish to revere.” 

Charles understood his meaning, and ap- 
proved of his delicacy, as he guessed he 
ffcnrcd the duke D’Aranza had profited by 
his being denounced, therefore felt half re- 
conciled to having followed general Davers’s 
advice, since so much^vUK f tTffi' , rTTust have 
strengthened suspicions he did not wish to 
ioiulire : but iuranswev to his question, he 
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minutely detailed what had passed between 
him and the dying monk. 

€C May his penitence have proved accept- 
able in the eyes of Heaven !” cried the 
worthy Israelite, tearing his letter to atoms, 
while he said, “ I had received these jewels 
from Ilassangc, a diamond merchant at Pa- 
ris, only the week before 1 was obliged to 
leave Cadi;: ; they were for a jeweller at 
Madrid, to complete an orderof the queen v s; 
they cost me upwards* of eight thousand 
pounds glish, and are worth much more 
than (hat to me now, therefore I consider 
nnsc-lf deeply your debtor.” 

" Because! did not, like the worthy monk, 
appropriate them to my own use,” replied 
the laughing Charles. 

€t You may laugh, young honesty, but let 
me tell you, they might have fallen into the 
hands of those who would have thought it 
no sin to cheat a Jew, since they consider 
that epithet as synonymous to rogue. Now 
Donaghue, and some other Christians whom 
I couldT name,' ale known rogues, yet that 
does not cast a stignitfN^ipon their fai^T^- 
But let us proceed to business — to yo# L 
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can open both my heart and mind; yet 
you have heard that I have had my share 
of persecutions, and Catholics , I will not 
say Christians , were my persecutors/' 
Charles felt that he revered and respect- 
ed the mani let him be Jew or Gentile, 
while he proceeded to unlock his own two 
caskets. 

The first thing that Mr. Levi unwrapped 
from some cotton, was a present he had 
made his daughter? it brought the tears in- 
to his eyes, while he exclaimed, “ I am an 
old fool, since she is doubtless happy; but 
I grow old and foolish ; you must not 
mind me, Charles — there, you see, my heart 
is on my lips, and that prompted this fa- 
miliarity/* 

“ You will oblige me, sir, by always call- 
ing me Charles — am not I your relative V 9 
“You wish to make me proud, you young 
rogue/* continuing to place the different 
articles, as he took them out, upon a table 
before him, exclaiming, “ these d iamonds 
are not to be matched^-s^Europe. That 
'fie^klace is of th^ffnest water — nay, even 
old jewp?S' are of immense value ; 
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they will fetch a great price ; I know where 
to place them, to advantage/* Thus did 
he run on, till he had examined the con- 
tents of both caskets, when having again 
contemplated them for some minutes in si- 
lence, he said, turning to our hero, “ What 
do you suppose they are worth ?** 

“ I am not the least judge ; but you are, 
therefore I request you would do what you 
please with them/' 

" I believe I might mtfke a pretty handle 
of your ignorance, my brave fellow, if I 
was what some? Christians style a Jew at 
heart; but before I make an offer, let* us 
see what the chests contain— I am a whole? 
sale dealer/* 

The one, as we already said, Contained 
a small service of gold plate; the other, 
the more valuable ornaments of the cha- 
pel ; and Mr. Levi hoped to find imme- 
diate purchasers for both ; and he was 
lost in calculations respecting the value of 
some of - the_articles, when a servant tapped 
at the door, and ^ id " the carriage was 
ready/* " Is it possible :*° N cried the old gplfe* 
tlcman, looking at his wWch ; “havdkwe 
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been closeted these three hours ? — Yes ; 
so it is I so do you proceed to the War- 
Office, <ind I will meanwhile replace these 
jewels, &c. ; trust to me for making every 
thing secure: but you must take some- 
thing before you go; I always lunch, and 
we shall find something set out in the next 
room.” 

And certainly a most elegant morning re- 
past stood prepared for them, to which 
having done honour, our hero departed, 
and Mr. Levi returned into his study, to re- 
place the jewels, and to calculate their ex- 
act value. 


CIIAP. III. 


Qaptain Franklin met with a most gratify- 
ing reception at the War-Office, hrs name 
having been frequently mentioned in the 
dispatches, always in colonel, juajv^general, 
I^avers’s letters: aiidJ^Htfund he had besides 
sdVne unknown fpf^nds, who were very anx- 
to accel;prate his promotion, and to 
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whom he was indebted For his present title* 
ns a sum of money had been deposited for 
the purchase of the first vacant company 
to which he could beentitlofl. Lord Mal- 
ton had also mentioned hiirri in terms of ap- 
plause, and had added his recommendation 
to his secret friends; therefore he was as- 
sured that he might look forward to a speedy 
and farther promotion ; while he re- 
ceived a present almost discretionary leave 
of absence, as the geiftlemen in power 
seemed convinced that he would be eager 
to increase histaurels. 

Never, therefore, was our hero in better 
humour with himself and mankind, than 
when he drove from the War Office, when 
recollecting his promise to the bankers, he 
ordered the coachman to stop in Cornhill, 
at the entrance of Change-alley, meaning 
to walk into Lombard-street, not wishing 
the servants to report his having called at 
Messrs. Thornhill and Co.’s during his drive. 
He endeavoured to guess to what unknown 
friend he was indebted for his captain’s 
commission. His motCI.^r would not have 
.kept him in the dark, had* she been a mrty 
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concerned — his late father would not have 
made a mystery of his interference — nei- 
ther of*his elder brothers would have ad- 
vanced any \money for his benefit — sir 
George certainty could have done so — John, 
except provided by his uncle, was not like- 
ly to have been able to raise the necessary 
sum: had his uncle done him the favour? 


it was not in his character; he would consult 
with general Davers, as he felt anxious to 
know to whom to*return his thanks. 


The carriage stopping as he had ordered, 
broke in upon his reflections.* Ha\ing 
alighted, he desired it to wait, while he has- 
tened to the banker’s. 


Mr. Thornhill received him in his pri- 
vate office, and promised to purchase India 
bonds and exchequer bills with his gold, 
and to put him in possession of those securi- 
ties on Monday, any time after one o’clock, 
again asking him to accompany them to 
Clapham Common, as it was Friday, and 
Mr. Levi might have some engagements 
for that evening ai^^hf^next day, which 
his Sab bath, > j£iere fore, after six o’clock 
tii&he presen/ day he did no business. 
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Our hero made no doubt of his statement 
being correct, but excused himself, under 
the plea of having letters to write to his 
family, and much private business to trans- 
act, ere he could visit his meaner, resolving, 
as he returned to the carriage, to entreat 
Mr. Levi would make no stranger of him — » 
nay, that he would turn him out of his pre- 
sence, was he likely to be a restraint upon 
him, when he was seized, as he had been 
once before, by sir John Saunders, the un- 
successful candidate for lady Susan Delany’s 
favour, and whg had taken such an unfair 
advantage of her regard for her brother's 
reputation. 

Though three years had elapsed since he 
had seen our hero, his dress and. military 
hat made him instantly recollect him, and 
as instantly exclaim, “ Charles Franklin ! 
by all that is wonderful, who would ever 
have thought of meeting you, my hero, ill 
'Change-alley ! — Why, I supposed you were 
gaining laurels in the Peninsula — however, 
give us "'your paw, for I am very glad to 
see you.” They shook. hands, andhecofi* 
tinued How long have you been /in 
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England ? — and need I tell you that regi- 
mentals are very unfashionable, and are 
only tojerated when people are upon duty ?’* 

“ Your remarks are very just ; but, like 
the Frenchma^ who told Louis the Four- 
teenth he would not feel the cold, if, like 
him, he carried his whole wardrobe upon 
his back, I have literally no other clothes, 
since I have not been twenty-four hours 
in London/' 

“ You could n/>t have found a better rea- 
son for sinning against etiquette — so how 
is Skinflint? he is still in c the land of the 
living, I know. What says he to^our hav- 
ing gone for a soldier, rather than marry 
the lady he had selected for you ?” 

“ I was not actuated by any dislike to 
lady Susan Delany when I became a volun- 
teer ; nor did my uncle and I separate upon 
that account. I have not seen him, nor 
Any of my family, since my arrival ; and I 
have no reason to suppose that my uncle 
would receive me, even were I, which I am 
not inclined to do, to put his hospitality 
?d the test/’ 

Egad, I like 'your spirit ; the old fellow 



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 25 

must slip his wind ere long; but surely I 
have heard your brother John is now his 
adopted heir, so perhaps he means he # should 
marry my late friend's sisterr She # must 
not be difficult now ; I can Xp\ you she has 
half ruined herself, a foolish toad, to dis- 
charge the earl's debts/' 

“ I should have supposed her more pru- 
dent, from your former account of her/* 

“ Oh, by Jove ! she was more actuated 
by pride and caprice in v> doing, than by 
any other motive. After you had taken 
yourself off, old jCent. per Cent, would not 
advance another guinea, had it been to save 
the carl’s soul, so 1 raised all I could to ac- 
commodate the poor djing devil; and I 
would have given the silly girl time* had she 
condescended to ask it, to liquidate the 
debt ; but she is as proud as Lucifer, so she 
spurned at my civil offers, and actually bor- 
rowed the money to pay me. — Report sa\S 
she is going to vegetate in the North, at an 
old uncle’s (lord Marchmont,) whose 
heiress it is thought she will be. She will 
pay pretty dearly for his money, if she V* 
condemned to spend the prime o f her 'lie 
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under his roof, as he married a vulgar, low 
Woman, the daughter of a country surgeon, 
whom he met at Harrowgate ; and as he has 
a taste for Bouncing beauties, and thought 
she knew a little of medicine, he has made 
her his wife, and constituted her his nurse. 
But what is all this to you ? you will say ; 
so tell me,did not you marry in Spain, after 
rescuing some fair lady from some French 
ravishers? — Had she any money ? — Was 
she worth the trouble ? — or did the Gallic 
heroes burn her castle to the ground ?” 

“ They certainly did; but as she is no 
more, it is the less to be regretted.” 

•* True ; but I fear, as I have heard, that 
you played the fool, Charles, and are re- 
turned as poor as you set out ; Quixotism 
does not thrive nowin any soil: — but I must 
run, as I have an appointment at Garraway’s 
with a fellow who has been selling an estate, 
i.;i which I have, or had, a life interest.” 

Charles felt no wish to detain him, and 
was just stepping into the carriage in waitr 
ing, when the baronet, who had 'followed 
him, touched his arm, and whispered, *' If 
y&i should see Skinflint, do not mention 
3 
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what I said respecting his favourite lady 
Susan." 

You may rely upon my discretion," 
was the reply ; while the baronr^ glanced his 
eyes over the handsome toj/n coach ami 
well dressed coachman and footman, who 
was holding open the door, which induced 
him to add, 4<r I shall be very* glad to see 
you, captain, if you can give me a bill, 
since, believe me, I hope John will yet be 
disappointed,” and away f\e ran. 

“ Poor, mean, despicable being !” men- 
tally exclaimed <}ur hero,* as the carriage 
moved forward, “ since you appear to treat 
your friends well or ill, in proportion to 
their appearance ; however, we shall never 
meet again by my choice ; and .should 
chance bring us together, I will convince 
vou how low you stand in my estimation.” 


VOL* III. 


C 
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chap. . iv. 

When he r^ched Finsbury-square, he 
found Mr Levi too deep in calculation to 
think of inquiring where he had been, or 
who he had seen; but hearing a carriage 
stop at his door, he peeped out of his stu- 
dy, and invited Charles to join him. 
Having again scoured the door, he said, “ I 
arh glad you are so soon returned, my dear 
captain, though I have not brought my cal- 
culations to a conclusion ; but as we shall 
not dine this hour, we have time to do a 
vast deal of business — every thing is re- 
placed,, you perceive, therefore what is vi- 
sible will not induce any one to break into 
the room, which could only be done by 
main force, as the locks are of a very pecu- 
liar construction, and the window, as you 
perceive, amply secured; besides, ] keep 
no servant in my house whom I could 
not, to the best of my belief, trust with un- 
sold gold; still we arc all liable to be de- 
prived. But this is wandering from the 
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subject ; all I meant to say is, that upon my 
honour, every.article is replaced as before; 
and if we do not come to syi agreement, 
T will deliver up all the keys, much as I may 
regret having missed such a bargain.’* 

Charles, in the same gay tone, declared 
he should implicitly trust to his honour. 

*' You soldiers fancy every man piques 
himself upou his honour, because you ad- 
here so strictly to its laws ; but you should 
remember that I am a J‘ezv, and you must 
have heard that some of our tribe would, 
think it no sin <o cheat their nearest rela- 
tion ; and you certainly are, having mar- 
ried my only descendant, my nearest of kin 
— that you may think no honour ; but I dp, 
since 1 have heard your military "character 
from real judges of your merit ; and that 
every enterprize of difficulty in which you 
took an active part, was sure to prove suc- 
cessful, since you were said to unite perse- 
verance with ardour, and calmness with both 
— prudence to avoid danger, with fortitude 
not to fear it.” 

And did you. hear me thus prised by 
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the unknown friend to whom I owe my 
recent promotion ?** asked our hero, im- 
pressed with tpic idea that Mr. Levi was that 
friend, and the old gentleman’s rising co- 
lour confirmed the suggestion. Charles 
declared himself most happy in having dis- 
covered* his benefactor, as he should not 
'have enjoyed being equally indebted to 
every one.' 

I did no more than my duty, my brave 
fellow — f where m^ich is given, much is re- 
quired;' and I rejoice at having been 
permitted to forward your wishes ; may I 
live to see you a general, and as much be- 
loved in the army as you are now ! The 
character you bore would have induced me 
to exert all my interest, and to have ad- 
vanced three times the sum for the good of 
my country, since to such < fficers we must 
look up for the termination of this cruel 
warfare. So to return to more peaceable 
concerns; 1 have covered nearly three sheets 
of paper, as you perceive, with odd kind of 
figures, which, to you, are truly Hebrew, or 
hieroglyphics; so as you cannot under- 
stock! my wise calculations, please to tell 
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me what you will take for the whole, not 
including the* coin, which apiounfe to up- 
wards of ten thousand pounds; but I must 
make a sure bargain, and a good one, if I 
can.’" 

. r ‘ If I did not know that you wish to 
amuse yourself at the expence of my igno- 
rance, I should feel half offended at your 
not fixing your own price, since had I not 
married as l did, all would June been yours. " 

<f Providence orders every thing for the 
best; and I always thought when I took 
such pains to increase my riches, that I 
should find a use for them at last; so pray 
indulge my whim, by telling me what you 
suppose the property worth, whish, so far 
from falling to my share, might, but for 
your marriage, have been claimed by some 
grandee — the hundredth cousin to the late 
duke. You preserved the life and honour 
of my granddaughter ; she no longer wants 
any thing, therefore you stand in her 
place; and as I would have dealt with her, 
so I will with you, so help me God! lo now 
you cannot scruplchtg tell me at w/ at sun 



30 THE T?ISH CAMPAIGN. 


you estimate the jewels, and next what you 
suppose to be 1 !io value of the plate/’ 

Charles, who wished to oblige his gene- 
rous friend, paused for a while, then said, 
“ Perhaps the whole may he worth a hun- 
dred and twenty thousand pounds; I dare 
ray 1 have overrated the value of the arti- 
cles, but I wish to convince you that I may 
he trusted to make a bargain wheie my own 
interest is concerned; and tolu* ver\ candid, 
I merely repeat what I was to!u by he* 1 
„ whose loss we both deplore.” 

Mr. Ixvi paused in his turn rw if refect- 
ing upon the demand, then " Poor 
child ! well, she is happy, and . b-iee 

at having left such an hei ujoy her 

j'jchcs — a hundred and iweniv thousand 


pounds! she did not underrate :heuv ~ but 
are you inclined to accept of t!»?f scan, if I 
should feel inclined to come up to your 
price ?” 

" I will even abate the odd twenty.” 

<c How little have you profited by your 


uncle 
have tiw 


» 'nklin’s instructions ! 
.t you more caution. 


>» 


he 


could 
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“ Agreed, and he would have taukht me 
to deny my^elf-necessaries, no\y whetjl shall 
be rolling in riches. ” 

<f Remember what Cumberland, the only 
author who ever thought of representing a 
benevolent Jew, says, * Misers are not un* 
useful members of the community; they 
act like dams to rivers; Jhold up the stream 
that else would run to waste, and make deep 
water where there would be shallows;’ so 
v;e must not blame Mr/Franklin, but we 
may pity him ; however, as you are resolv- 
; ! to phue such unlimited confidence in 
eu\ I shall not tell you the exact sum I 
riio.i to you; the pictures are not 

yet va' - 7 J 

<,r ' i \ my dear sir, you will so far 
f/i>/;.*« v -to accept of them ?” 

\Vby. I n already deeply in your debt ^ 
however, r.s :hey will remind me of formes 
times, an/ were some of them gifts of mine 
• o the ; .ill keep them while 1 live ; 

- hen I d!-\ they shall return to you ; and 
this is depriving you of thirty thousand 
pounds, were y o ii 4p sell them ; bu/l trust 
you will suffer them^to continue in heir-- 
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loom your family to the end of time; 
I mcrcily accept the m to gratify your proud 
spirit, which floeo not allow you to feel easy 
under even a fancied obligation; therefore, 
to come to the point at once, according to 
my calculations, in which I now include 
your money already in the stocks, and the 
gold in that box, I will insure you the 
principal of at least twelve thousand a-year, 
which will be a thousand pounds a- month, 
much about what 1 allow myself to spend, 
and 1 know you tan support the rank of a 
gentleman upon that sum — hear me out., as 
1 see you are inclined to fancy I am vastly 
generous, when,* upon my honour, of which 
1 am very choice,.! shall have made a very 
fair bargain, and I shall continue deeply 
your debtor for the jewels restored, but 
still more for the pictures, which, as your 
gift, have acquired fresh value in my eyes. 
But I cannot finish the business this even- 
ing, as our Sabbath, you know, begins at 
six o’clock ; and having for manv vears 
l)(?cn obliged to pay but little outward re- 
spect t^ it, I fancy myself obliged to ob- 
serve it 'the more strictly now, therefore 
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you will not fee 1 yourself neglcctedlby my 
adhering 1 to What I consider a/ mv July. — 
Your countenance tells me you approve 
of my notions, therefore you will suffer me 
to seclude myself, as I alwavs do, from six 
this evening till the same hour to-morrow, 
since -I cannot too often, nor too seriously, 
reflect upon my almost-miraculous preser- 
vation, nor be too thankful to the Giver of 
all good — But to return to this world. On 
Tuesday next, I will accompany you to 
the Bank, when I will put you in possession 
of one half of the sum I mentioned, that is, 
principal stock to the amount of six thou- 
sand a-year, at any price the funds may 
happen to be; and in a fortnight at farthest, 
and as much sooner as I can make it con- 
venient, I will put you in possession of the 
whole sum — I could do so on Monday, 
since the word of Abraham Levi will pass- 
for a tolerable sum ; but I mean to take li- 
berties with you; nor shall I offend you 
by' offering* you any security for my fulfil- 
ling my prorftisj, since were I to die before 
I did so, my will— But I shall not yak of 
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futiiriNf; Lnd to talk of a will, which may 
be revlked tmi times in a day,is very silly 
and before our hero could make any reply, 
they were summoned to dinner, at the very 
moment the clock was striking five. * f My 
people move by clock-work, you perceive, 
else they would not suit me/* 

During dinner, the old gentleman said, 
€t If you will allow me to dictate, you will 
go to one of the theatres this evening ; the 
tailor will be here' by six, I am certain ; and 
Simmons, my housekeeper, has made a few 
purchases for yon, I dare say ; I have also 
ordered Sutton, the young man I mention- 
ed to you, to be in waiting, as Edward and 
Susan depart to-morrow ; you can give 
them your final orders before you go, as 
they propose sleeping at the inn from 
whence the coach they go by starts. To- 
morrow morning you can devote to your 
pen, as you wish to write to your mother 
and brother, and you may promise to sup 
with her on Tuesday ; I cannot spare you 
beforehand 1 hope you will pot object to 
accompany me to-morrow evening, to 
:\isit out. mutual friend, »ir Anthony Wrigh 
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ton , wfio has a most charmin&^il4i near 
Watford, a very pleasant woman jo his 
wife, and two fine girls' lift wards, the 
daughters of a peer, who married his sister, 
and who, when he died, left them under 
his care. Sir Anthony was created a baro- 
net about six months ago, and has lately 
come into a very large fortune by the death 
of his brother; he has therefore declined 
business, and become an agriculturist ; he 
made me promise to bring you with me, 
whenever you became my guest, so I hope 
you will not disappoint neither him nor 
me/* 

“ I shall be happy to renew my acquaint- 
ance with sir Anthony, and feel very much 
obliged to you for treating me in every 
respect as a relative. ” 

“ I knew f should not offend you, as you 
can respect even what you may deem deeds 
of supererogation ; so now adieu till this 
hour to-morrow night, when all shall be 
readyjci^our departure for Mount Ephraim, 
as our friei5tk|ijjt> named his villa." 

Charles returned his adieu, and lift the 
roam to go to his toilet* 
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Onrf complete suit of clothes had been 
sent IjomeVEdward, who was in waiting 
in bisVortm\ told him, and Mrs. Simmons 
had provided every other requisite, dis- 
playing black, grey, and white silk stock- 
ings, a couple of new shirts, and neck hand- 
kerchiefs; she could not get any finer rea- 
dy made, and there would not'have been 
time to wash any T>ther; btit she was to 
have some better ready against the next 
day. Hats, shoes,, boots, nothing had' been 
forgotten ; and Edward next introduced his 
successor, a very smart yoijng man, whose 
countenance prepossessed our hero in his 
favour — “ Mr. Sutton has Jived valet to a 
gentleman at college, sir, so I dare say 
you will find him more expert in that pro- 
fession than I have ever been." 

Charles smiled at this eulogium, and 
kindly dismissed the speaker, felling him he 
would take leave of him and Susan before 
he left home. 

Sutton, who had been extremely pre- 
possessed in his new master's Jfcvour, was 
very adroit, and, as Edwajd had said, per- 
fectly av fait of the duties of his office. 
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While assisting our hero to cham^ his dress, 
their discourse nat urally -turned uplm Mr. 
Levi. Sutton spoke of hurras one of the 
best of men ; he had left his master in con- 
sequence of a rheumatic attack, owing to a 
severe cold caught in his service; tuul as 
he had not been very provident, nor his 
master did not ^prove very generous, he 
must have been reduced to very great 
straits, if Providence had not sent Mr. Levi 
to his assistance, who learnt his situation 
from the people where he lodged, who kept 
a chandler’s shop in the Borough, and whom 
he had relieved from a state of great distress, 
since he never inquired whether those in 
want were of his. own or any other persua- 
sion, their poverty being a sure 'passport 
to his favour, though he did a wonderful 
deftl of good among the poorer class of 
Jews, as he (Sutton) had heard Mrs. Sim- 
mons say, that he gave away and loses some 
thousands among them every year i and 
he allows all those out of employ to go to 
different dealers, by whom they 

are supplied, "by his orders, with various 
sorts of goods upon .credit, the lir^t time; 
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as when!' tlW have sold the lot they have 
taken, fney mjist pay for them before they 
are entrusted with a second ; and if they 
prove rogues, why, he pays the debt they 
have contracted, and they never dare ap- 
ply to him again, “ I dare say there are an 
hundred people or more who are how get- 
ting a decent livelihood, thjfcikstohisliberali- 
ty, as they are supplied with goods at a very 
cheap rate., I mean those Jews whom you 
may have remarked, sir, who ply about the 
'Change and other places with slippers, 
boxes, baskets, pencils, shGe-strings, &c. 
If they are unsuccessful, he makes up their 
losses ; and if they obtain a livelihood, and 
prove deserving, he continues their friend; 
but he will not maintain any one in idle- 
ness. Iam sure he has saved my life; and 
while I was unable to obtain a livelihood, 
htf paid for my board ; therefore, inde- 
pendent of iny wish to oblige so good a 
master as Edward reports you to be, sir, 
my gratitude towards Mr. Levi, will^T trust, 
render me deserving of your Jjriyrfction/' 
Charles was pleased with the fellow's re- 
ports and promises, only wishing that his 
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uncle followed so excellent a^e>\pmple ? 
resolving to endeavour to emulate this truly 
worthy Jew. 

Having completed his toilet, he hardly 
recognized his own figure in the glass, and 
thought mourniftg to the full as becoming 
as regimentals; whether or not, he resolv- 
ed to wear it for the ensuing six months, 
though he understood from his mother that 
sir George had set the example of leaving 
off his mourning at the end of the six 
months. 

Tea and coffel' were waiting for him in 
the drawing-room, and while taking a cup 
of the latter, he took leave of Susan 
and Edward, upon whom he bestowed a 
parting present, and desired them to write 
to him as soon "as they were settled, and if 
ever they stood in need of his assistance, 
lie then, the carriage being at the door* 
proceeded to Covent Garden Theatre, where 
he saw Blue Beard in its full splendour, and 
thought the introduction of the horses a 
great addition )to the stage effect, though 
the storming of the castle bore no great re- 
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scmbIq|hce^o the similar actions in which 
he hac^been Engaged. 

The carriage was in waiting, as he had 
ordered, without the croud, and he reach- 
ed homesoon after twelve. A tray of de- 
licacies was set out for him ; so having made 
a hasty supper, he retired, not to keep the 
servants up beyond their usual hour. 


CHAP. V. 

He rose very early, and wrote an affection- 
ate letter to his mother, but entered into 
no details respecting himself, promising to 
do so when they met, which he hoped would 
bo on Tuesday, as business would detain 
him in London till then. lie also wrote to 
Edward, assuring him that he would pro- 
ceed to Oxford,, if he could not make it 
convenient to give him tlie 'meeting at 
Clavcrton, adding, that he meant to call 
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upon s : v George and John bef c/e he left 
town. 

Having finished his dispatches, he began 
to reflect upon the past and anticipate the 
future. II is uncle was generally upper- 
most in bis mind, and he had certainly not 
felt more inclined to excuse his past con- 
duct, by comparing it with that of his pre- 
sent host, Mr. Franklin’s whole attention 
was so devoted to the accumulating of 
wealth, that his selfish soiTl was become in- 
capable of every generous attachment. 
John might, if hte could, conform to his ca- 
prices, and become his heir; but our hero 
doubled the old man's continuing long 
enough in the same mind to make a will ; 
and if he did not, he feared sir* George 
would grasp his property, as he had alrea- 
dy done his father’s. Well, Providence 
might, for some hidden end, thus direct 
matters ; he was no longer in want of the 
old man's hoards ; nor could he, if he had, 
have come up to the price m he affixed to 
them, and he Jiad enough to increase his 
mother's comforts, and to make a hand- 
some addition to hi$ sister’s fortune ; liCr 
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should hk forget his dear Edward. Ilis 
friend Frazfer required no pecuniary aid : 
should he, or should he not look in upon 
him that morning? lie had never been in- 
troduced to his father and mother ; they 
might inquire when he had seen his family, 
and express their wonder, should he, as he 
must, acknowledge that he had not seen 
cither sir George or Mr. John Franklin, since 
he did not intend to visit them till he had 
settled his business with Mr. Levi ; but that 
was no reason why he should delay visiting 
James Frazer, who was certainly dearer to 
him than either of them, and to whom, un- 
der Heaven, he was indebted for his pre- 
sent affluence, and for having been able to 
gratify h'is early wish to enter the army ; 
he first recommended him to general Da- 
vers; his report of him had raised him ma- 
ny friends; therefore he would not delay 
the pleasure he anticipated in detailing the 
recent occurrences to this beloved friend. 

Thus resolved, he descended to_break- 
fast, which he took alone, b^t was inform- 
ed that Mr. Levi would dine with him at five 
o’clock, previous to their departure for 
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Mount Ephraim. He was pleased with the 
information ; $,o telling Sutton he should 
be at hon\e in time to dress, the tailor 
having sent him home a second suit, 
he sallied forth ; and as the morning was 
very fine, and he was, as has been said, a 
famous pedestrian, he soon reached Gros- 
venor-place, having decided to inquire 
for his friend, and not at present to seek 
an introduction to the rest of the family. 
Upon approaching the* house, Charles 
looked up, that he might not mistake the 
number, never having been there ; he soon 
discerned what was to be his guide, but was 
fearful the family had left town, as all the 
upper windows were closed ; but being so 
near, he resolved to inquire after his friend’s 
health, who might have left a letter with 
the servant who remained in charge; he 
therefore knocked at the door, which*was 
opened by a servant in mourning. “ Sure- 
ly,’* thought the pow-agitated Charles, 
" my friend is not dead ! He wrote me he 

recovered but slowly ; he ” 

The servant roused him from his reverie, 
by inquiring what hje pleased to want ? 
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"Captain Frazer/' he faltered out; "is 
he- ” 

" He is at home, sir," throwing open a 
parlour-door, and in another second he 
met the warm embrace of . his favourite 
friend. — "God be praised !” he warmly 

e arulated. " I really dreaded " lie 

stoppe !, as he now remarked his friend was 
in deep mourning. 

" l guess what you feared, my deaf 
Charles, and rejoice to find you would have 
so deeply regretted me — No; lam reco- 
vering slowly, I agree, huf I am no longer 
in any danger ; however, my career of glo- 
ry is ended, and very few are the laurels i 
have obtained. I am to sell out of the 
army, since besides being disabled, I am 
unfortunately the heir to my father’s es- 
tates. My elder brother died onlv twelve 
days ago, very suddenly A gentle exer- 
cise having been repeatedly recommended 
tome. he. Robert ihesaiior, whom von have 
seen, and two other friends, would accom- 
pany me into the Park. When I sallied 
forth for my morning ramble, only thirteen 
days ago, we bent our way towards the up- 
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per Park, where the deer are confined, and 
frightened one,. .which was lying down on 
the side of a bank, by coming upon it un- 
awares, which induced it to take such a leap 
doton the hill, that Li fired mv party with 
emulation, and they chose to try which of 
them could leap the farthest, appointing 
tnc umpire. Each exerted their agility sc- 
\ "ral times in turn, when poor John said, 
!» j feared he had hurt himself, as he felt a 
very strange sensation.' Bring all, more or 
less, alarmed, we were for hastening home, 
and sending for seme advice. It soon be- 
came evident that he had broken a blood- 
vessel ; he reached home with difficulty ; 
and notwithstanding the first medical aid, 
he expired early the next morning' My 
family removed immediately to mv grand- 
mother’s at Richmond, leaving me and Ro- 
bert here. He is gone down into the North 
with the funeral, and I remained here in 
expectation of Seeing you, my dear Claries; 
so now tell me how you have done since 
we parted, when you arrived in town, &c. 
See. Sc c. ? " 

Charles wishing to divert his friends ideas. 
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entered into the most minute details re- 
specting himself, .his property, and his Jew 
relative. V I give you jov, my dear follow ; 
no one will make a better use of riches than 
yourself. Thank God "yon are now com- 
pletely independent of Cent, per Cent., 
as that gambling sir John Saunders styles 
the counsellor; by the way, that swindling 
disgrace to his rank took, I have been as- 
sured, the most unfair advantage of lady 
Susan Dclany's ‘wish to preserve her bro- 
thers memory from disgrace; she paid his 
shameful demand to its full extent, which 
has done her the greatest honour, and he 
will in future be cut by every person of 
character. As you was once to have mar- 
ried her ladyship, I mention the circum- 
stance, since you find she would not have 
• disgraced your name, as she possesses a lit- 
tle of your own spirit.” 

. Charles related when and where he had 
met the baronet, and applauded lady Su- 
san’s conduct; adding, “ Who knows but 
John may now be directed to pay his ad- 
dresses to her/’ 

‘‘ I do not think 1\er spirit has raised her 
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in your uncle’s esteem ; nor do I believe 
John will be his heir; I knot* he says he 
shall, and if his creditors believe him, he 
may escape their persecution ; for I have 
heard from pretty good authority, as I feel 
interested in every soul with whom you are 
connected, that he gambles very high at 
some of the inferior housest)f that descrip- 
tion — that he drinks hard — dresses well — 
keeps a lady, in short, that he lives up to 
three times his present income.” 

“ I should have thought his wish to be my 
uncle’s heir would have rendered him more 
prudent.” 

“ lie fancies he deceives every one; but 
Robert, who has been in the oven himself, has 
let me into his real character, and thb thou- 
sand pounds the baronet is to pay him may 
stop all gaps — iSv the way, sir George lives 
in the most shabby genteel st\ ie you can ^ 
imagine. I!c continues in Gower-strecf, 
in what I call a ve y, very sm .il house ; 
keeps but one carriage — a very mean es- 
tablishment , and sees li : f !c or no company ; 
he has certainly imbibed a strong dose of 
Skinflint's propensity ; as for your Jew re- 
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lative, I long to make myself an interest in 
his regard.*' 

“ He is prepared to like von, so when 
shall I introduce you to him alter to day ?" 

“ To day I cannot leave home, though poor 
John is biuied; but I expect Robert home, 
and I should not choose to pay visits till he 
returns; to-morrow 1 dine at Richmond; 
but on Monday 1 will dine with you, if Mr. 
Levi will admit me.'* 

** Yon will oblige him nearly as much as 
you will me; so adieu till then, as it is hear 
two, and I wish to beat hpmc by four, and 
mean to call upon Beaumanoir’s uncle at 
Somers Town, as I return, since I wish to 
hear how the poor fellow does; and from 
his account, I have formed a very high opi- 
nion oi the priest.’* 

“ I grieve to find you take much more 
after your Jew grandfather than after your 
Christian uncle, and how far you are in the 
right road, J cannot pretend to say, since 
some dissenters fancy faith more efficacious 
than good works; so adieu ! 1 shall merely 
tell my family I have seen you, as I should 
not wish you should hear that you arc richer 
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than sir George, till you choose to display 
your wealth ; if I hear nothing to the con- 
trary, expect me in Finsbury-square by five 
on Monday.” 

Thus the friends parted, and Charles 
hastened to Somers Town. His direction 
was so clear, that he had no difficulty in 
finding the house, and upon inquiry, was 
told that the ci-devant canon, Mr. De Sade, 
inhabited the front room, two pair of stairs, 
and was at home; he therefore ascended the 
not-very-cleanly steps; and as the door 
was open, he entered the room, where he 
perceived a man apparently very busy, 
stooping over a small fire, who turned his 
head upon hearing footsteps behind him. 
lie had the appearance of what he Vas — a 
decayed gentleman, and now politely in-* 
quired (S what had procured him the ho- 
nour of this visit Charles explained the 
motives of his intrusion in a very few 
words; but the instant his name, 

the old gentleman threw down a knife 
and fork which he had in hi-; hand, ex- 
claiming, “ We are old friends, Mr. Frank* 

VOL. III. D 
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lin ; my nephew always mentions you in 
his letters ; I am happy to sqc you ill Eng- 
land r 

fe 

' “You are very obliging, sir; how is cap- 
tain Beaumanoir? — have you seen him 
lately ?" 

“ We have not yet met; he is a prisoner 
upon his parole, but more than a hundred 
and twenty miles from London; he could 
not easily obtain leave to come and see me, 
and I cannot afford to take such a journey, 
admitting I could obtain leave from the 
Alien-Office to leave London % Excuse me 
fora moment/* he added, with a smile, “as 
you perceive my dinner is spoiling; no 
one knows what they can do till adversity 
obliges them to exert their talents; formerly 
I had only to eat my dinner — now I must 
cook it, if I would have any to eat ; and to- 
'day I am going to sit down to a feast, and 
a very cheap one, as this beautiful mackarel 
cost nje onl^WWfe-p.cnce/* 

“ I can only regret that the mistaken 
idcasof liberty which your countrymen for- 
merly entertained, have reduced you tosuch 
meagre fare." 
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“ At first I found it rather hard ; but now, 
I assure.youj I feel comparatively happy, a» 
I have the more time to prepare myself for 
a better world ; and I am very grateful to 
Providence, and to this generous nation, 
for the support afforded me.” 

"I will not intrude upon you any longer 
just now, sir ; I will take a short turn, and 
look in upon you again, when you have 
dined.” 

“ I request you would not stir; it mat- 
ters not when I dine ; but I shall not be 
many minutes* if you will keep your scat; 
I have no second course to-day.” 

The old gentleman seemed so cheerful, 
and made so light of his misfortunes, that 
our hero did not feel inclined to move, 
conscious that he should oblige him by re- 
maining, and in ten minutes he had eaten 
three parts of his mackarel ; the remainder, 
he said, would serve him for supper. Hav- 
ing set it by, he took off his gridiron, say- 
ing, " I shall clean that another time." He 
then gaily discussed the French and Eng- 
lish mode of living, and acknowledged the 
'd2 



59 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN, 

latter were both cleaner and nicer in their 
notions ; then reverted to bis nephew, 
from whom he had heard several times, and 
from whom he had received a small supply 
of cash to pay postage, though he, poor 
fellow, had been disappointed of remittan- 
ces — “ He always mentions you, sir, in the 
kindest terms, though you were the means 
of his visiting England: I should like to 
see him ; we could talk over family affairs 
so much better than we can write about 
them — but I cannot walk so far, nor can I 
afford to pay for riding, admitting I obtain 
permission to visit him.” 

“ When can you go, supposing I applied 
in your behalf to the Alien Office? as I will 
afford you the means to perform tbc jour- 
ney.” 

“ You are very kind, young gentleman, 
but I have no right to expect such a favour 
at your hands, since, if I understood my 
nephew right, you do not rank among the 
rich men of this wealthy nation. 

“Believe me, lam not among the poorest, 
and should be very ungrateful to that Pro- 
vidence who has blessed me with abun- 
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dance, if I d-id not share it with those, who, 
like you, can patiently bear adversity — you 
will oblige me by accepting that trifle,’* 
putting a twenty-pound note into his 
hands ; “ and if my interference will prove 
of any avail at the Alien-Office, I will at- 
tend you thither any day the week after 
next.” 

The good canon was both gratified and 
amazed ; and resolved, after expressing his 
gratitude in the most chosen terms, to re- 
member this generous friend in his daily 
orisons; but politely declined giving him 
any further trouble, till he had made his ap- 
plication at the Office ; should^it fail, he 
promised to avail himself of our hero', kind- 
offer, who took his leave, very much pre- 
possessed in his favour, having request- 
ed he would say every thing that was k*nd 
to his nephew in his name ; and perhaps he 
felt the happiest of the two, as he rejoiced 
at having it in his power to oblige so wor- 
thy a tvyin, and resolved, like Mr. Levi, to 
seek out the deserving poor, and make 
them partakers of his abundance. 
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CHAP. VI. 

When he reached Finsbury-square he re- 
paired to his toilet, and, as he expected, 
found some more linen ready to put on, and 
every article he bad ordered at the tailor’s 
come home. Sutton told him while lie 
was dressing, that* he had received orders 
to be in readiness to accompany him to 
Ephraim Lodge, and to pack up* what he 
would require for the two nights they were 
to spend there. 

Charles left every thing to his discretion, 
and soon joined his benevolent friend, who 
declared he hardly knew him in mourning; 
adding, t€ a$ your figure and your exploits 
aje those of a hero of romance, I am sure 
you will prove a most acceptable guest to 
sir Anthony’s wards — So now tell me what 
you have done, and where you have hecn 
this morning ? — not that I mean to be cu- 
rious, but I feel interested in cvlry thing 
which concernsjou.” , 

“ You gratify my vanity by such an ac- 
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knowlcdgment,” briefly relating, the oc- 
currences of the morning. 

“ Your friend does me honour, and must 
be a most welcome guest ; I shall write him 
so before we leave town. Ilis brother’s 
was indeed a short warning— I am glad his 
place will be so well supplied to his pa- 
rents. You must also introduce me 'to 
your French priest; I have known some 
verv deserving emigrants of his profession, 
who, like him, bore adversity with unshaken 
firmness — But dinner is upon table, and I 
hope wc shall V>e as grateful for our abun- 
dance, as he was, poor fellow, for his mack- 
arel.” 

Their repast, like that of the day before, 
was elegantly luxurious; and at hall-past 
six Mr. Levi’s post-chaise and lour, which 
had a travelling seat, or dicky, for the ser- 
vants behind, drove up to the door ; 
while the seat was being put in, and the rest 
of the baggage consigned to the pockeis, 
our hero, who was standing at one of the 
windows, said, “ Those arc four very fine 
horses.” 

“ So they ought to be } I pay an enor- 
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mous price for them to the man to whom 
they belong ; yet, upon the whole, I think 
mine a saving plan ; 1 used to keep five hor- 
ses of my own, but as I could not often visit 
mv stables, my coachman took advantage 
of my supineness, since my bills for hay, 
straw, and corn, were enormous, and one 
or other of the horses were always under 
the farrier's hands; the oftencrl changed 
them, the worse I # was suited ; till at last my 
patience being quite exhausted, I resolved, 
as I had often been advised, to job my hor- 
ses, and I have ne # vcr had any trouble cither 
with men or beasts since; and am money in 
pocket every year.’* 

Charley agreed he adopted a very pru- 
dent method ; and as every thing was ready, 
they stepped into the carriage. Sutton, 
and a servant of Mr. Levi’s, ascended the 
dicky, and they began their journey. 

The road was very pleasant, and had the 
charm of novelty to our hero, who saw 
much to admire as they advanced ; and just 
as the sun was sinking beneath the horizon, 
he a caught sight of a most elegant, rural 
abode, which stood in a delightful park; 
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and the nearer they approached, the more 
beauties he descried, when the postillions 
pulled lip rather suddenly.. 

" What, stopped upon the king's high- 
way !" cried the gay old gentleman ; "and 
I am afraid the sun is too low to admit of 
our seeing the country." 

" Will you alight cried a gentleman, 
in whom our hero recognised his Lisbon 
friend. 

“ With all my heart.*' 

The servant, who had got down when the 
carriage stopped, opened the door, and the 
old gentleman, while descending the steps, 
continued, “ To insure my welcome, 1 have 
brought captain Franklin with ma” 

Sir Anthony instantly addressed our hero, 
who, springing out of the carriage, gladly 
renewed their acquaintance, and was then 
introduced to lady Wrighton and the ho- 
nourable Miss Ellingtons, who struck him 
as being fine fashionable young women; 
and they might have appeared to still more 
advantage but for a third young lady, who, 
with a fine, strait, handsome, middle-aged- 
d3 
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woman, remained in the background, who 
now advancing, cried, ff Pray extend your 
ceremony, sir Anthony ; I am very partial 
to a soldier.'* 

She was in consequence introduced to 
our hero and Mr. Levi as lady Marchmont, 
and her companion as lady Susan Delany, 
whose rising colour convinced our hero that 
she was acquainted with his uncle's former 
schemes respecting their union. He had 
long felt rather curious to see this fair lady, 
who farsurpassed his most sanguine expec- 
tations in point of appearance, though 
even sir John Saunders had acknowledged 
she was handsome ; if, however, her dispo- 
sition tallied with his description, he felt 
that his heart would be steeled against her 
charms, but was not sorry that chance had 
introduced them to each other's notice. lie 
«ow learnt that she and lady Marchmont 
had been drinking their tea at the baronet’s, 
and the latter lady, not liking to be out af- 
ter the dew began to fall, sir Anthony and 
his family had accompanied them to the 
entrance of lady Si san’s demesne, who 
was the ownei of riuJ seat our hero had 
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been admiring, and which was the identical 
Rose Hill his uncle had so long coveted, 
and was now actually in treaty for the pur- 
chase. 

Lady Marchmont, who made a point of 
speaking her mind, paid our captain many 
very flattering, compliments, and wished 
him and the party to have walked up to the 
house. 

Sir Anthony and lady Wrighton begged 
to he excused — It was growing dark, 
therefore neither of their visitors would see 
the beautiful villa* to advantage — another 
time they would petition for leave to walk 
over that and the grounds/* 

Lady Susan, to whom this spperh was 
particularly addressed, made a very polite 
reply, and the parties separated, lady 
Wrighton leading the way with Mr. Levi 
towards their own grounds, the carriage 
having been sent forward. 

The Miss Ellingtons, who thought Charles 
a very fine fellow, followed arm in arm, 
wishing to know rather more about him 
before they condescended to be familiar* 
Sir Anthony had no’t prepared them to exr- 
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pect him, and a captain in the army was^ 
pot likely to be a rich man. 

Charles, whose thoughts were solely de- 
voted to lady Susan Dclany, walked with 
sir Anthony, and bestowed some \ery judi- 
cious praises upon Rose Ilill. 

“ It is a most delightful place/’ said the 
baronet; the house is most elegantly fit- 
ted up, and exactly suited to its present 
owner; I therefore extremely regret her 
determination to part with it, though I ho- 
nour her for having discharged her bro- 
ther's debts. Pity so ■geVicrotis a deed 
should oblige her to give up this pleasant 
residence. Lord Marchmont, her mater- 
nal uncle, advises her to do so ; and as he 
does not choose, or perhaps cannot advance 
the money to clear ofF the mortgages upon 
this ami an adjoining estate, which she in- 
herited from her brother, she must part 
with both, since Mr. Franklin, your uncle, 
if I mistake not, captain, was inclined to 
foreclose. He is now in treaty for both es- 
tates; if he does not come up to the price 
at which they have been valued, they arc 
to be sold by ‘auction/ except a more ad- 
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vantageous offer is previously made her la- 
dyship's solicitor *’ 

“ I am very sorry my uncle is so inexor- 
able a creditor ; I know he advanced huge 
sums to the late earl; but I understood Rose 
Hill was lady Susan Dt lany’s own.’* 

The baronet explained how and why she 
had involved herself, declaring, as Frazer 
had done, that sir John Saunders had taken 
a most unwarrantable advantage of her la- 
dyship’s regard for a weak, extravagant 
brother; adding, “the fact is. he hoped to 
have per; traded* or rather frightened her 
into marrying him ; but she had long ap- 
preciated am! despised his character, and I 
do hope that she will not be so very great a 
loser in the end, since she is sole heir to 
her uncle, who, at an advanced age, mar- 
ried the buxom lady you have seen, and 
who is related to lady Wrighton ; but th*U 
does not blind either her or me to her fail- 
ings, whiih originate in ignorance and self- 
conceit. She ha* been at K« selliil for the 
last month, and lady Susan is to return with 
her to Belton Hall, the ea l\s scat, as soon as 
she has disposed of this villa, and the es- 
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tntc I mentioned, for which, I fiave already 
told you. your uncle Franklin is in treaty; 
but he has not as yet come to the proposed 
terms — indeed he wishes to obtain them 
considerably under their value, therefore 
I expect they will finally go to the ham* 
mcr.” 

Our hero felt hurt at this very natural 
conjecture, and wished lady Susan would 
allow him to take th<j, mortgages upon him- 
self, that he might release her from the sort 
of thraldom in which his uncle held her. 
She was extremely haiulsrfmc — that might 
render him more anxious to serve her: be 
that as it may. Mr Levi had been running 
on in li is praise, till lady Wrighton wished 
he might propose for one of her nieces, 
lie was very rich, very handsome, and of a 
good family ; she therefore resolved to ad- 
vise the Mi s Ellingtons to pay him some 
attention, and, as a preliminary step, redou- 
bled her own politeness. 

Ephraim Lodge had once belonged to a 
Quaker, and was a very pleasant, convenU 
ent abode ; more remarkable for its neat- 
ness, than the Superior' elegance of its de- 
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corations; but the genuine hospitality of 
its owners made up for all deficiencies. 

A hint from lady Wrighton rendered the 
Miss Ellingtons all attention to our hero, 
and very eager to learn his opinion of Spain. 
Me would have been more amused by their 
visible endeavours to display their charms 
and accomplishments, had he not seen lady 
Susan Dclany ; but her line eyes, and the 
beautiful abode she was obliged to sell, 
vvcie continually uppermost in li is mind. 
Me would apply to Mr. Levi to advance her 
ti'.e money ; of if she was obliged to sell, 
he would make the purchase upon her own 
terms, since perhaps his uncle was the less 
inclined to show hrr any favour, .owing to 
her not i»a\ ing come into his plans. These 
reflections rendered him often absent; but 
upon the whole, the evening went olf very 
pleasantly ; but he could not go to bcfl 
with so many vague ideas respecting his 
v. isii to serve this elegant lady Susan float- 
ing in nis brain; he therefore accompanied 
Mr. Levi into his apartment, to ask his ad- 
vice how to proceed. 

“ What think you of my friend's wards?*' 

3 
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war, the old gentleman’s first question, hav- 
ing previously dismissed his servant. 

“ I dare sav they are verv amiable ; they 
seem veiy ac complished, and are very rich, 
therefore cannot fail of being well married. 
I feel much more interested for lady Susan 
Delnny , as I fear my having left my uncle 
(though by his own desire), as it deranged 
his plans respecting that lady, has rendered 
him less inclined to show her any favour,** 
detailing the conversation which had past 
between him and Mr. Franklin respecting 
that lady. 

41 So, so ! she was the lady he alluded 

* •/ 

to when he told me he had an excellent 
match in view for you; for her lady- 
ship’s sake I wish you had met rather 
sooner ; for my own, 1 am very glad dame 
Forrune deranged your uncle’s plans ; but 
# as you seem to think she may have been a 
sufferer, owing to his pique against you, as 
he has forgotten that he is indebted to you 
for his existence, suppose, if he docs not 
come up to the price she asks, you purchase 
Hose Hill; and if you also like the lady, 
why, l dare believe you may venture to seek 
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her hand. She must know — nay* her con- 
fusion when you so unexpectedly met, con- 
vinces me.that she was informed of your un- 
cle’s plans, and I dare say she was not averse 
to them. She must have a handsome sur- 
plus when the estates are sold ; and as she 
is lord Marchmont’s heir, she will, in the 
end, be very rich — -My old friend here 
speaks highly in her favour.” 

” Are not you, my dear sir, falling into 
my uncle’s error — laying plans which may 
never be fulfilled? so short an interview 
has not enabled me to judge of lady Susan’s 
disposition, mind, or understanding; I am 
besides in no haste to many — glory is a 
soldier's mistress; but I am really turnons 
to prevent her being a u.ser by her a. f iec r 
(ion for her brother, and my uncle’s spirit 
of avarice ami revenge; therefore I will cer- 
tainly buy liose Mill and the other estates, 
if he does not lake them at her trtvn price, 
since to himthey merely appear desirable, 
if he can obtain them a bargain. Situation, 
elegance of arrangement, convenience, &c. 
are of little comparative value in his eyes/’ 

“ I can believe you ; and as you were 
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struck with the beauties of Rose Hill, you 
must and shall have it, whether you marry 
the present owner, or not ; but I consider 
her and you as old acquaintance, and I can- 
not suppose her having been selected for 
you by Mr. Franklin renders her less beau- 
tiful in your eyes.*’ 

“ Surely not ; but I will not keep you 
any longer from your repose; to morrow 
we will renew the subject, a$ far as regards 
the purchase of ti e estates — the lady and 
I must be better acquainted, before I oiler 
myself to her acceptance.” 

“ She will improve upon intimacy, I pro- 
phesy — But goodnight, and pleasant 
dreams;” and thus they separated; but 
each were too busy laying plans for the fu- 
ture, to enjoy much sleep, till morning had 
Jobg taken the place of night. 
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CHAP. VII. 

When lady Marchmont and lady Susan De- 
lany reached home on the same evening, 
the former, who had merely remained si- 
lent, during their short walk, owing to iter 
apprehension of being overheard, exclaim- 
ed, " So this is the old miser s nephew, 
lady Susan, to whom your brother had en- 
gaged, if not sold you ? Well, he is a very 
tine fellow ; if he was still likely to be the 
old fellow’s heir, I think you could not 
make a better choice.* 1 

“ I thought we poor women could sel* 
dom pick and choose, my dear madam 
besides, if sir John Saunders is to be believ- 
ed, which is rather doubtful, this very cap- 
tain Frankliu went to Spnp as a volunteer, 
to avoid being forced into marriage with 
me." * 

“ That fellow is made lip of lies and 
wickedness ; but did not sir Anthony tell 
us some time ago, this Franklin had marri- 
ed some Spanish grandee's daughter, by 
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whose death he had come into a large for- 
tune?” 

“ lie did ; and he also spoke in the high- 
est terms of captain Franklin, whom he saw 
at Lisbon immediately after the death of 

j 

his wife; and as he hinted that he would 
jjrobably be Mr. Levi's heir, whoever he 
marries will have no reason to dread the 
approaches of poverty 'which so often turns 
love out of drtors.” 

4i Thw you are a fool,” cried the plain- 
spoken, if not vulgar lady Marchmont, “ if 
you do not strike up to him. Those El- 
lington chits do not deserve such a prize ; 
and you will stand a great chanceof dying 
an olti maid if once you are immured in 
our old Castle, as we sec no company, the 
physician, apothecary,. and vicar excepted. 
For my own part, I should die of ennui if 
my spirits failed me; but I am accustomed 
to my lord's strange ways — still I can and 
shall feci for you.” 

tg You arc very kind ; so I believe I must 
draw upon your spirits, should mine fail me, 
as I fear tl\is brave . knight- errant will not 
choose me for his dulcinca” 
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This was said in a very gay tone ; but 
lady Marchmont,* who dreaded lady Susan's 
obtaining any influence over her lord, and 
sincerely wished any event might occur to 
prevent her northern journey, returned to 
the charge, till she found she was more 
likely to mar than to forward her schemes 
by her persuasions; she therefore resolved 
to sound our hero, and to hold out such 
temptations to him, he might be induced 
to second her views, and to relieve her 
from this dreaded rival, fortunately they 
were engaged to dint; at the baronet's ; and 
as she had drawn in an old cunning rake to 
marry her, and now nearly governed him, 
surely she could bring this boy and girj to- 
gether, if she set about it in good earnest. 
Thus resolved, she, like our hero, fell asleep, 
and woke determined to bring her plan to 
bear. 

The party at Ephraim Lodge, Mr. Levi 
excepted, attended morning service at Wat- 
ford, and then having called for that gen- 
tleman, took an airing in the environs; but 
no seat met their eye to equal Rose Hill, in 
our hero's opinion, which he ackhowledged 
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in answer to a question of lady Wrighfon’s. 

€s Then why do not you become its pur- 
chaser?” said sir Anthony ; “ I dare say Mr. 
Franklin will not come to the price requir- 
ed, therefore why not request lady Susan 
to give you the refusal, if he does not close 
with hfr terms ?” 

tc I mean to make the proposal to her/’ 
replied Mr. Levi. “ The captain wished to 
purchase some landed property ; and as 
both house and grounds have taken his fan- 
cy, I hope he will not let them slip through 
his fingers/’ 

I wish you, sir Anthony, would break 
the icc for us, as I am anxious to learn how 
matters stand with Mr. Franklin.” 

“ Lady Marchmont will not keep us in 
suspense,” rejoined the baronet, and to 
her 1 shall apply, as I am interested in se- 
curing such a neighbour, since good socie- 
ty is particularly desirable in the country.” 

Lady Wrighton spoke to the same effect, 
and the Miss Ellingtons declared, “ it was 
a very happy thought of Mr. Levi’s,” ap- 
pearing to think they were parties concern- 
ed in our hero’s admiration of Rose Hill. 
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When they returned home, the subject 
was renewed, and from the house the con- 
versation naturally reverted to its owner, 
of whom both sir Anthonyand lady Wrigh- 
ton spoke in the highest terms ; even the 
Miss Ellingtons agreed she was an amiable 
young woman, declaring they gr ifjed to 
think she seemed doomed to a life of se- 
clusion. 

The appearance of her and lady March- 
mont broke in upon their lamentations. 
The latter paid hcrcomplimcnts in her usual 
blunt way; lady* Susan in appropriate 
terms to each ; but as they were almost im- 
mediately summoned to dinner, mere ge- 
neral conversation passed during their meal. 
Lady Mairhmont talked politics, or rather 
repeated her lord’s opinions, generally ad- 
dressing our hero, and always appealing to 
him, if she was not allowed to be rightly 
informed. Lady Susan said but little, but 
generally spoke to the purpose, thought 
Mr. Levi ; of course our hero did not differ 
in opinion; but the cloth being removed, 
and the ladies having withdrawn, sir An-^ 
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thony requested a few moments’ conversa- 
tion wifh l:tdv Marchmont, ■ to whom he 
imparted our hero's wishes. 

“ He shall have the estates, or mv name 
is not Martha ! as for that pitiful, sneaking 
fellow, his uncle, I shall glory in disap- 
pointing*jum. There has he been haggling 
for this month, because he will not take 
the fixtures and the furniture at a fair valu-* 
ation ; he wants the whole to be made over 
to him gratis— a poor, mean wretch! 
who is rolling in wealth, and yet grasping 
for more. I have never, forg'vc him for 
threatening to foreclose. Mv lord would 
not have interfered between him and Susan, 
but for that menace ; he shall gi\e us his 
final answer by Thursday at latest, or I \v : !l 
know the reason why ; and as I know hr 
will play on and olf, you may tell the cap- 
tain he may consider the bargain as con- 
cluded ; but ns he must not buy a pig in a 
poke, I shall invite }ou all to breakfast to- 
morrow’ — Send him on forwards ; I will be 
ready to receive him, and he may trust t& 
me for securing him the estate.” 
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Mr. Levi was now summoned to join 
them, and was*. happy to find her ladyship 
was so inclined to oblige his favourite. 

While they were thus closeted, our hero 
and the three younger ladies look a ramble 
in the grounds * l \\ hh It were ver\ infe- 
rior to those o' 1 ,se ild!,” said 4hc Miss 
ions, w i < .vi/ed the opportunity to 
< » died/e th*' ki vl- _ - of living of their guar- 
dian. I /.id v S;; an defended sir Auihonv 

j 

with great rood humour, ^declaring that 
dm Ik* - * •••« /m ^ •:» \::\% lies more elegantly 
.. veu, n .. i;a!itv more u nailed- 

* v 

- h min hy the baronet and his 

v h joined hi their praises. 

M ;:.?r changed the .siibjod, 

. . S* U *:h. on botany, till they disco- 

ver. ini' .*■■';! .in was nun h more fitted to 
■hi no a. a hotnubt, having made a study of 
the science; they therefore next lamented 
removal into the Norih, declining 
‘ thev should detest being so secluded.’* 

4t At all events. I shiii have full leisure 
to boianizc,” site gaily replied, "and 1 am 
convinced that we are more dependant for 
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happiness upon our own minds than upon 
our situation, though I agree some are ve- 
ry trying to the patience, even of those 
most inclined to bear and forbear.” 

Our hero warmly assented to the justice 
of this remark. 

I can suppose you speak feelingly, cap- 
tain Franklin,” she rejoined, “ as you re- 
sided for some time with your uncle, whom 
my late brothejr thought rather capricious, 
and I have found him rather unpersuadable.” 

“ lie is, and continues to be his own 
enemy,” replied Charles, tf since with 
every means of happiness within his grasp, 
he sutlers that to elude his search. Mr. Levi 
is his* exact contrast: he grows wealthy by 
being a common good — Mr. Franklin by 
being a general evil ; Mr Le\i has the art 
of trade — Mr. Franklin the craft of his pro- 
fession ; when the former is a gainer, all 
those he deals with arc the better — but 
whenever the latter makes what he thinks 
a good bargain, those lie deals with are cer- 
tain loser* ” 

tC You have exactly defined the two cha- 
racters. My brother thought as you do : 
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hut he never expressed himself so milch to 
flic purpose. You were at Eton with my 
brother, he has told me."* 

Charles replied in the affirmative, and 
hoped her ladyship word.! do him t he ho- 
nour to consider him in Suture as the late 
carl s friend, ami as such, very anxious to 
serve her in any way site thought likely to 
promote her interest or welfare. 

Lady Su/a.i gaily replied, " lie seemed 
to have studied gallantry in Spain;''’ add- 
ing, take care l do not put your proffer- 
ed friendship to fhe test, since I am con- 
duced von are sincere in your oilers.” 

Miss Ellingtons who did not reiirii the 
turn the c\>n\crsation had taken, proposed 
returning home, where they were greeted, 
hv the smiles of lady Wrighton, and the 
more boisterous mirth of lady Marehmouf. 
who addressing our hero, said, “ I engag.' 
' nu to breakfast with me, captain ; 1 am 
.niwrk rise:*. — I. re iv Si;.san»you may invite 
t lie rest of the party ; bin the cap rate, is 
mv guest, as he and I have so ujit matter: o( 
business to discuss.'* 

E 2 
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Lady Susan did as she desired, and all 
present readily agreed to take ap early 
breakfast at Hose Ilill, previous to Mr. Levi’s 
and our hero’s departure for town. The 
young ladies next displayed their musical 
talents; lady Susan bore away the palm; 
and lady Marchmont, who read her triumph 
in our hero’s eyes, was in unusual good spi- 
rits when they departed, and lost no time 
in making our Jiero 1 s wishes known to her 
companion, who declared, much as she 
wished the business were finally settled, she 
should much rather the nephew than the 
unc le became the possessor of Rose Hill.” 

<f I believe you, since, take my word for 
it, you will be solicited to continue mistress 
jdiere. Captain Franklin did not leave 
Krgland to avoid you; more likely to ba- 
nish you from his mind, when he lost all 
hopes, owing to his quarrel with his uncle.” 

“ Surely, my clear madam, you fancy I 
am verv far gone in the regionsof romance; 
as mv brother’s friend, I esteem captain 
Franklin; and I construe his wish to pur- 
chase the estates into a desire to serve 
me, as he does not wish his uncle, of whom 
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lie spoke as he deserves, should profit by 
my brother's imprudence, nor by my wish 
to preserve his fame; but he is not, nor 
very probable never will be, mv lover.” 

“ I tell von the game is all in your own 
hands; only let me manage matters, and I 
will engage to have him at \our Sect before 
lie takes possession.” 

tc ] make no doubt of your talents, my 
dear aunt, but I must iciji^csi you will not 
interfere in this business, since I cannot be- 
lieve that the captain's acknowledged wish to 
puicha^e Rose II ill has any reference to hb 
regard for me, except as a friend.” 

“ And what is friendship between people 
of vour age, and of different sexes, but 
luxe ? I am no novice, and 1 repeat, the 
young soldier is already your lover; I have 
not forgotten my younger days ; but I had 
no kind relative to assist or forward my 
views; and my father and mother wished 
me-Xo-marry so well, that I withstood my 
market, and became your aunt, and the 
nurse to an infirm old man, w|^> boasts of 
his reformation, because his constitution 

0 • 

obliges him to do penance for the past. 
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He will wish to marry you to some old do- 
tard of his own standing, as a matter of 
prudence; but if the captain comes to the 
point , take him at, his word, since where 
did you ever see a handsomer man ? — as to 
family, take away his uncle, they are all re- 
spectable, and he is now related to a score 
of grandees, I suppose. Mr. Levi is a Jew ; 
that may stick in my lord’s gizzard ; but 
Isay he is a better man than many Christians, 
and his money will add to your comforts; 
so do not stand shilly-shally, expecting 
some greater offer, but 'snap at this, and 
dazzle those Ellington girls (who often 
quiz me, silly sluts !) with your wedding 
paraphernalia.” 

Lady Susan affected to consider this as 
half joke, and replied accordingly, though 
when she retired for the night, she could 
not avoid wishing her aunt’s reveries might 
become realities, since she had seen captain 
Franklin twice before he went abroudrbut 
merely in public,still he had made so agree- 
able an impression upon her, that she 
•should have entered into the miser’s plans 
without hesitation ; and from her brother 
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she had learnt to esteem him, and to regret 
that he had withdrawn himself from his un- 
cle's protection, respecting which event 
there were various stories; but the late earl 
had guessed the truth, and had easily ascer- 
tained the fact ; and if she liked him before, 
his having become a military hero had not 
lessened his merits. She was therefore re- 
solved that her brother's friend should have 
no reason to complain of his reception at 
Rose Hill. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Mr. Levi repeated to our hero, when they 
retired for the night, all that had passed 
between lady Marchmont and his friend, 
and, like her, he felt anxious to bring about 
a njatcb between him and lady Susan, who, 
he affirmed, had not seen him with indiffer- 
ence ; at all events, he now hoped Mr. 
Franklin would not come info the very 
reasonable terms required oP him, as the 
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estates were more than within his (Charles s) 
purchase, and would, in his opinion, be a 
real bargain, since he would make full five 
per cent, of his money, not including the 
house and home grounds; its vicinity to 
the metropolis was an additional advantage, 
and which would certainly have enhanced 
its value, had it been put up to auction. 

Charles assured him he required no per- 
suasions to purchase Rose Hill, since he 
really wished to oblige lady Susan, without 
at present intending to marry her : he 
might render his unc le more his enemy by 
thwarting his views; but that he thought of 
little consequence, when put in competi- 
tion with his motives for wishing to pos- 
sess this villa. lie had not yet fulfilled the 
promise he had made his sisters, and per- 
haps he never intended to do so; at all 
events, he could not regulate his conduct 
by his caprice, nor by his dread of in- 
creasing his displeasure, since it woqhljjpt 
give him a moment’s concern. 

Mr. Levi applauded his spirit, declaring 
that to croud! to such a man, was, in his opi- 
nion, abject to a degree : it was therefore 
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settled that Charles should proceed to Rose 
Hill by eight- o’clock, when he would have 
time to walk over the grounds and the house 
uninterrupted by the Wrighton family, with 
whom Mr. Levi would follow at the ap- 
pointed hour. 

Charles did not oversleep himself, as 
he was walking in the shrubberies at Rose 
Ilill before the clock had struck eight. 
Every thing was in such exquisite order — 
the plants were so clcgantfy arranged, that 
it was evident, in his opinion, a female had 
superintended llvj whole, since the flowers 
were blended not only with taste, but with 
the judgment of a botanist . 

Ladv Marchmont, who had been look- 
ing out for him, soon joined him, compli- 
menting him upon his punctuality, and 
leading the way to the kitchen-gardens, 
hot- houses. See . 

Charles approved of every part of the 
arrangements; lady Marchmont gave all 
the credit to lady Susan, declaring that 
she was rejoiced at the idea of our hero’s 
coining into possession of Ynis elegant 
e S 
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abode, sinceold Franklin had not discovered 
half its beauties, and had behaved shame- 
fully from the beginning ; but she had re- 
solved that it should have gone to the ham- 
mer if he had not come into the terms, 
since not ashillingshould have been thrown 
back to humour him. Leading the way 
into the house, which was fitted lip in the 
modern style of elegant simplicity — " Now 
is not it exactly suited for the retirement 
of a man of fashion, since the appraiser 
who valued the furniture declared * it dis- 
played all the newness of style, and all the 
luxury of foreign importations?" He was 
a good puff ; but it is certainly a sweet 
place. 7 

“ It is indeed, madam ; there is an air of 
coolness and of simplicity throughout the 
wholg* which I particularly admire; you 
may easily perceive that a female hand has 
given the finishing touches to the scene/* 

Lady Marchinont was delighted J^jjnd 
him so pleased ; and having reached an 
elegant boudoir, she pointed out some very 
well- executed paintings and drawings, as 
proofs of lady fcusaifs skill; a variety of 
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other ornaments, designed and ornamented 
by the same hand, were distributed in every 
apartment, and they were all pointed out 
to Charles by his conductress, who said, 
“ Lady Susan meant to remove them, at 
least the pictures and drawings, as they 
were not included in the furniture: should 
you become the purchaser," she went on, 
“ perhaps you will give them house- 
room for a short time; Mr. Franklin did 
net seem to think them worthy notice ; 
but he expects all the furniture, green- 
house plants, & c t should be given him. 
That I will not allow ; they have been va- 
lued by the fellow I mentioned at two 
thousand pounds, and they would be cheap 
at three, so not a farthing shall "Jarvis 
our attorney abate from so reasonable a 
demand ; and as I know he will not buy 
what he politely calls gew-gaws and lum- 
ber, I consider you as the future owner-of 
Rose Hill; and here comes the present, to 
bid you welcome." 

Lady Susan did so, in very flattering 
terms, and Charles declared hirfnfelf delight- 
ed with the house, furniture, a$d grounds. 
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and ready to give the full sum at which the 
whole were valued. 

“ Then now, Susan, we have old Frank- 
lin on the hip ; let him receive the money 
he advanced, but he shall reap no benefit 
from his ungentlemanlike proceedings. I 
waited upon him, captain, to expedite mat- 
ters, and could hardly obtain a civil answer 
from him — a brute ! * He must have hia 

money ; my niece was a fool, and I wanted 
to make one o t P him; he should not pay 
for old furniture, and if it was not thrown 
in, he could not have the house/ — You ne- 
ver heard such a wretch*! and now I am 
determined he shall come to the point by 
Wednesday — you shall not be kept in sus- 
pense; captain/' 

Charles made no doubt of his uncle 
having been as rude as she represented, 
but requested she would not hurry either 
him or herself upon his account ; he was 
going into Buckinghamshire the next day, 
to see his mother. 

<r And when do you return to town?'* 
asked ladyvjfarchmont. 

" On Thursday, I rather suppose/’ 
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“ Then only set off an hour sooner, as 
Claverton is pot far from Chesham, I un- 
derstand, and you can breakfast here ; by 
that time I will have Mr. Miser Franklin’s 
final answer, if I pay him another visit to 
obtain it.” 

Lady Susan readily joined in the invita- 
tion, declaring, “ She now hoped her fa- 
vourite plants and her small aviary, which 
she had intended to have removed, would 
fall into good hands/ 1 

“ I will be answerable for their being 
taken care of/ 1 rejoined the now anxious 
lady Marchmont,* “and that you will be 
permitted to visit them whenever you 
choose.” 

“ My invitation would be too prema- 
ture,” said Charles, else I should say \ 
wish her ladyship would always consider 
herself at home here.” 

“ Only purchase the house,” cried the 
elder lady, “ and then who knows what 
you mSiy persuade her to do.” 

The arrival of the other guests afforded 
some relief to the confused l$4y Susan, as 
they adjourned into the breakfast-parlour 
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where lady Marchmont never suffered the 
conversation to languish, as she repeated all 
that passed between her and Charles — 
mentioned their engagements, which met 
Mr. Levi’s entire approbation — in short, 
never ceased talking till that gentleman's 
postchaise was announced, when she reluct- 
antly suffered him and our hero to depart, 
reminding the latter of his Thursday's en- 
gagement, and abusing his uncle, in the 
same breath. Sir Anthony hoped he should 
have so pleasant a neighbour, and was 
equally anxious to insure, tlic captain’s fu- 
ture visits. 

The intended purchase afforded our hero 
and Mr. Levi ample subject for conversa- 
tion during their drive to town, and the old 
gentleman rejoiced to find his favourite 
was extremely prepossessed in lady Susan’s 
favour. Lady Marchmont, they both 
agreed, was a vulgar, unpleasant, though 
not a bad-intenlioned woman ; and Charles 
made no doubt of her obliging Mr. Miser 
to say yes or no within the given time. 

When tilt,/ arrived in Finsbury square, 
Mr. Levi said he had a great deal of busi- 
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ness to transact before dinner, as he wished 
by the next day and by that hour, to put 
our hero in possession of the promised sum; 
and while he went to his counting-house* 
to make the preparatory arrangements, 
Charles said he would proceed into Gros- 
ven or place, and bring his friend to dinner; 
and in his way thither he called upon 
Messrs. Thornhills and Co. who put him in 
possession of exchequer-bills and India- 
bonds to the amount of siity-threc thou- 
sand pounds; and they had, as he desired, 
reserved the odd money, amounting to up- 
wards of seven hundred pounds, in their 
hands, to answer his immediate demands. 
He, in return for their evident wish to 
oblige him, after promising to bank with 
them, and requesting they would for the* 
present secure the bonds, &c. in their 
strong room, detailed his pecuniary ar- 
rangements with Mr. Levi ; and they de- 
clared^as he already felt convinced, that no 
other man would have been equally liberal. 

Having completed this business much to 
his satisfaction, our hero prficeeded into 
Grosvenor-place, where he found his friendj 
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and the sailor, as he termed hissecond brother, 
who seemed no less pleased’to see him, and 
who readily agreed to accompany them into 
Finsbury square ; but as James was still, 
lame, they merely walked into Piccadilly, 
where they stepped into a hack, which they 
ordered to Mr. Levi’s, who received them 
with more than cordiality, as he declared 
he was honoured and delighted by their 
visit; and seldom, if ever, had our hero 
spent a more agreeable day. 

They did not separate till a late hour^ 
and Charles promised to look in upon the 
brothers before he left town, if he had a 
moment to spare: as he proposed calling 
upon his brother in the morning, and was 
to accompany Mr. Levi to the Bank at one, 
therefore they agreed to excuse him should 
he disappoint them, assuring him they 
should not leave home till one at soonest, 
as Robert particularly wished to see him, 
as he was to leave town for Plymouth the 
day following. 
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CHAP. IX. 

During an early breakfast the next morn- 
ing, Charles reverted to his intended pur- 
chase, asking Mr. Levi whether he would 
advise him, unsettled as he yet was, to pur- 
chase a town house, and to support a regu- 
lar establishment when he returned to Lon- 
don ? 

The old gentleman thought he could not 
do better; he would be rich enough ; and 
as he hoped he would soon reeehe 1 idy Su- 
san’s final yes or no, he had better have a 
house to take her to; his mother would 
find it a very convenient temporary abode 
till then, and his sisters (one or more) 
would not object to doing the honours for 
him — “ but we can talk these matters over 
when you return from Claverton,” he con- 
tinued so go and pay your visits, as I 
shall expect you at one.” 

Charles instantly set off; he knew John 
was required to be at his office by ten 
o’clock, and as it was now near nine, he 
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resolved to call upon him before he pro* 
ceeded into Gower-street. llis mother and 
Edward had written him, that he boarded 
and lodged with a family in Essex-street, 
and at the pace he usually walked, he knew 
he should soon be there. 

Now John had heard he was in town 
from sir John Saunders, whom he had met 
at one of the gaming-houses he was in the 
habit of frequenting, on the Friday even- 
ing — perhaps he was come over upon mili- 
tary business: his dress warranted the 
surmise — the handsome*coach was doubt- 
less his friend Frazer's father’s — he had ta- 
ken up his abode in G rosvenor-place ; should 
lie, or should he not, mention his arrival to 
his uncle? — this required some delibera- 
tion. A sort of polite reconciliation had 
taken place between him and the baronet, 
as sir George thought he might learn 
how his uncle went on, and many particu- 
lars respecting the family at Claverjon and 
theMoncricfs, of which he must else remain 
in ignorance ; and John, who found his un- 
cle did not* disapprove of the intimacy, 
thought it might be to his interest to keep 
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in with his rich brother. They had there- 
fore joined in reprobating Charles's gene- 
rosity to Edward, and the baronet assured 
John that he would not pay him the pro- 
mised thousand pounds till he had humbled 
the soldier's proud spirit, whose pay would 
but ill suffice if he was often so liberal : as to 
his boasted bravery, that was owing to 
desperation — none fought so well as those 
who had nothing to lose. His romantic 
marriage was another proof of his folly, 
though they were both very anxious to 
learn whether he had been a real gainer by 
that connexion ; but this they did not ac- 
knowledge even to each other. But hav- 
ing so far agreed respecting his conduct, 
John called in Gowev-street on the Satur- 
day to give in his report, and, as he said, to 
ask the baronet’s advice respecting commu- 
nicating his arrival to their uncle. 

“ Sir John Saunders is not to be much 
depended upon/* said sir George in reply 
to his relation, <f though I believe lady 
Franklin, our mother, had some expecta- 
tion of his return. The carnage must, as 
you suppose, have been Mr. rVazer senior'** 
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— Strange that such a man should encou- 
rage Ins son to enable his protegees thus 
to shew of — Talking of them, surely the 
elder son of that family is just dead, so I- 
suppose Charles’s hew factor, as he once 
styled the present Juir apparent of the Fra- 
zers, is lord paramount; methinks it would 
have been more becoming had Charles vi- 
sited his mother, instead of driving about 
town and apcing the fine gentleman — 
By the wav, lady Franklin keeps possession 
of Claverton, greatly to my inconvenience. 
Pray does our uncle mean to make his pro- 
mised addition to our sisters’ fortunes, or 
was it mere bombast, to perplex me ?** 

“ I reallv cannot sav ; he is never long 
in the same mind — but shall I tell him. 
‘Charle s is in town ?’* 

» “ I see no objection, as you will then 
see how the old man stands affected towards 
Quixotic , and may shape your own conduct 
accordingly, since you will be as great a 
fool as Charles proved himself, if you en- 
courage him in contradiction to his wishes. 
I shall steer a middle course, and be guided 
3by circumstances; but this he may rely 
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upon, that he shall not make any more pre- 
sents at my expence, since if he does not 
want money, I shall not give him any.” 

John thought this a very wise determi- 
nation, hinting that a couple of hundred 
pounds would be of great use to him, and 
might be deducted out of his thousand 
pounds. 

The baronet did not choose to under- 
stand him, pleading an engagement, to ex- 
cuse his not asking him to spend the even- 
ing. 

John, in his soul, *hated sirGeorge, whom 
he thought the counterpart of his uncle, 
with respect to avarice ; but as lie must be 
a l;;ser by quarrelling with him, and might 
be a gainer by following his advice, he 
hastened to the Temple; and as Mr. Frank- 
lin was alone and at home (indeed ills in- 
creasing complaints seldom allowed him to 
take much exercise,) he was admitted, and 
instantly gave in his report, which he ra- 
ther embellished, adding, “ sir George was 
grieved that Charles paid no more respect 
to his mother’s feelings, since flis first visit 
ought to have been to Ciavcfton (if, in- 
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deed lady Franklin had not declined see- 
ing him ), declaring that for his part, he 
should be entirely guided by his uncle’s 
wishes.” 

“ I daresay you think I ought to be very 
grateful for having made them the rule of 
your conduct? but I desire you will be 
guided by your own feelings, since whe- 
ther you receive your brother or not, is a 
matter of absolute indifference to me. As 
to his being returned, which seems to asto- 
nish you so much, did you suppose he was 
naturalized a Spaniard because he had mar- 
ried there? and as young Frazer enabled 
him to enter the army, I am glad he is 
grateful for his kind offices. Sir George 
is grown wondrous dutiful to his mother 
all of a sudden ; let him regulate his own 
conduct towards her rather better, before 
he takes upon him to criticize his bro- 
ther’s/* 

These sort of vague speeches were no 
guide to John, but as his own feelings told 
him that he wished to be his uncle’s heir, 
to prevent a meeting between him and 
Charles, he" wrote, what he thought, a 



TILB SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 


05 


most impressive billet on the Sunday, and 
waited impatiently for an opportunity to 
deliver it to his long-absent brother, who, 
about half-past nine on the Tuesday morn- 
ing, knocked at the door of the house he in- 
habited. A maid-servant made her ap- 
pearance, of whom he inquired if if Mr. 
Franklin was at home ?" 

“Yes, sir, he is at home, for I believe 
he is in bed ; he did noT come home till 
near two this morning. Mv, mistress de- 
clares he shall not stay here much longer; 
but if you have any message for him, I will 
go up with it, and I warrant me I will rouze 
him." 

Charles, who had been amused by the 
girl’s anger, which he thought very justly 
excited, immediately wrote with his pencil* 
upon a piece of paper he tore off a letter, 
“ My dear John, your brother Charles is 
below, and anxious to see you before he 
sets out for Claverton.” He then put this 
and a shilling into the girl's hand, who, af- 
ter dropping a respectful curtsey, flew up, 
and in a few seconds Charles heard her 
knock at a door upon the second floor, say-i 
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ing, “ Here is a note for you, sir.*' She 
was admitted, blit soon descended with the 
elaborate composition of John in her hand, 
which she gave our hero, saying, “ The an- 
swer to your letter was ready written.*' 
Charles tore open the billet, and read as 
follows:— 


In .expectation of your calling 
upon me, my dear imprudent brother, I 
write these lines, as I regret, that standing, 
as I now do, in the situation you once did 
with mv uncle, I am not at libertv to wel- 

• «r 

come you in person home; accept, how- 
ever, *my bc^t wishes, and believe me to be 
sincerely yours, 

f< John Franklin." 


Our hero was more tempted to smile than 
to grieve at this proof of John’s prudence, 
which had, as well as his cunning, rather de- 
serted him Upon this occasion ; so thank- 
i ing the girl for the trouble she had taken. 
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he turned from the- door, mentally ex- 
claiming, “ John is much more fitted for 
my uncle’s heir than ever I was, since his 
feelings are in subjection to his inte- 
rest ; mine never were ; I only hope he 
will not be disappointed in the long run,*' 
continuing his walk into Gower-street, 
where he was more prepared to meet with 
a very cool reception. 

John, who had from his window .seen 
Charles returning towards the Strand, rang, 
under pretence of wanting warm water, for 
the girl, of whom he eagerly inquired 
“ what the gentleman had said ?” 

“ Why, he thanked me like a gentleman, 
as he is,” displaying the shilling she had 
received ; “ and when he had read your 
letter, which made him smile, he walked* 
away.”- 

” Smile, indeed,” retorted John ; “I do 
not think he was in a laughing mood but 
having {tastily dressed himself, &s it was a 
red-letter; day at his office, he proceeded to 
the Temple, and related to his dear uncle 
the sacrifice be.had made to his*( Mr. Frank- 
rbti hi. 


9 



ffi *8* t*A*USS CAMPAIQN. 

Jin’s) feelings, since -doubtfiul as he conti- 
nued r aspect iiighis disposition, he would 
not risk his displeasure by receiving him. 

. . <‘>My displeasure truly ! — * Speak the 
truth, boy 1 ,you mean risk losing my mo- 
ney for a little canting ; you are father's 
own son ; just so would he have treated me 
at your age. He pleaded conscience for 
defrauding me, and you plead fear of my 
displeasure for having obeyed the dictates 
of your own s&lfish heart — Pray what has 
Charles dene to offend you oh, I re- 
member — he sent his .brother Edward a 
hundred, pounds instead of you ; that was 
indeed* sin never tt^be forgiven, according 
to your, creed.” 

"Indeed, sir, you wrong me; I hoped 
I had acted in conformity to your wishes — 
I have no pique against my brother, so I 
wrote hittii-4-— 

“ "V es, yes; youwratebim that l forbid 
your receiving hiiri."' - 

"No, uppn my honour, sir P merely 
hinted, that -cohsider-ing myself in some 
measure as accountable to you for my con- 
duct ” 
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“ Well, blockhead, and was not that say- 
ing this same thing ?” in tcrrt^ted the an - 
gry counsellor; ■; “Howdare ymrrtrake use 
of my name/to> conceal your own want of 
natural affection ?— Had T desired Charles, 
which, situated as heand I were.would have 
been very natural, not to have, visited you, 
after a- long absence, he would have told 
me, in: plain, terms', that he would not be 
dictated to with respect to his brothers : so 
go your ways, and never make me aparty 
concerned when your family are in ques- 
tion.” 

John slunk off most woefully disappoint- 
ed but resolved to proceed into Go wer- 
street,' where he hoped he should iqpet with 
rather a more civil reception. 


CHAP. X. 

Charles had of course preceded him thi- 
ther; and as sir. George had just entered 
f8 
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tha front-parlour in his dress jfog-giawn, and* 
saw him^j^^'% up to the door, he called to 
the servant irho answered the door to shew 
his brother into that room, and certainly, 
gav'e -him rather a cordial welcome; then 
said, ** You have been in town some days, 
I understand ; sir John Saunders saw you 
getting into a carriage near ’Change-alley ; 
you are at yoitr friend Frazer’s, I presume, 
by that circumstance?” 

' ** No, really. Sir George ; but I bave'had 
business both in and near town, which I 
shall not bring to a conclusion even to- 
day ; but I could not set out for Claverton 
without first calling upon you, as you may 
have some-message to send my mother.” 

“ I wrote her yesterday : so tell me, have 
you made a successful campaign? — 1 sup- 
pose so, from your liberality towards Kd- 
ward ; did you come into any thing hand- 
some by your marriage ? — old plate and 
pictures arfe not very saleable — Y,ou are 
still in mourning for your Spanish wife, I 
presume, as dr George died last November; 
but yoti did not seem to think, in your 
short answer to my kind letter upon that 
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occasion, thaiu (rad done' enough for my 
sisters, in consequence of ourTather's dy- 
ing intestate ; was not that one word for 
them and two for yourself, hey, Charles ?'* 

" } certainly thought then* and do' still, 
sir George, that you ought to have given 
us all five thousand a- piece — tpore we had 
never been taught to expect ; but that sum 
you might have afforded us without injur- 
ing your own fortune.” 

" Well, I admire your dictating to me 
what I ought to do— you who are a mere boy 
•to me, and who hSve, by your own imprut 
dence, forfeited my uncle’s regard, else you* 
stood some chance of being his heir: — go 
and tell him he. ought to do as mach Tor 
you as he promises to do for your sisterv 
and see what he would say to you.” 

" He would with justice say £ had no 
right to dictate to him ; but I have a right, 
notwithstanding your eldership, to speak 
my mind to you, sir George ; and I give you 
my honour,'! am not, as you accuse me, 
pleading my own cause, since*only do') our 
duty by John,Ed ward, and your sisters, and I 
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will even excuse your paying me the pro- 
mised thousand pounds.’* 

“ Mighty fine, truly ! — But please to re- 
member, it is wholly at my f ution, caj)tain 
Franklin, whether I ever do give you that 
thousand pounds.” 

“ Not exactly, sir George. Franklin, as I 
have not destroyed your kind letter, there* 
fore were I inclined to oblige you to pay 
it, I a m fan fid von must do so; and what 
a pretty figure you would make in a court 
of justice, so called upon !” 

“ Did you come hitheh, sir, with a view, 
to insult me 

° By no means ; I merely came resolved 
to tell "you my mind, and my opinion of 
your conduct towards my mother and sis- 
ters.” 

“ Your military rank has strangely in- 
creased your pride and consequence, cap- 
tain Franklin ; John would never have so 
strangely forgot our relative situations.*’ 

“John has become a willing dependant 
upon our uncle ; 1 never was; and even to 
him I always spoke my mind. Mv mother 
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and sisters were left under your protection, 
and I repeat, you have not proved yourself 
worthy of the trust ; nor have you fulfilled 
our father’s intern ions towards them/’ 

Sir George started from his choir, and 
beginning to pace the room, with what he 
supposed the airs of a man of consequence, 
berried, “ Lady Franklin and her daugh- 
ters have appointed you their champion, I 
presume, in consequence of your reputed 
skill in relieving distressed damsrfs this 
was said with an insolent sneer ; “ hut lam 
.not to be threatened out of my money, nor 
induced to adopt the sentiments and opi- 
nions ol an angrv bov — I have done more 
than the law required. M 

"The law may, unfortunately, be misin- 
terpreted, where men arc inclined to ” 

“ Be rascals/* cried the now-enraged ba- 
ronet ; “ pray speak your mind." 

“ I would not be so vulgar as to remark, 
that if -the cap fits — you arc at liberty, sir" 
George, to conclude the sentence/' 

Lady Franklin, who had be # en forthelrrt 
few minutes listening at tty? uoor, having 
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previously learnt who was in the house, 
fearing a downright quarrel would ensue, 
chose to break in upon the conference. She 
entered with a wcll-aflfected surprise; and 
having closed the door, remained to ap- 
pearance lost in wonder an l amaze, then 
exclaimed, “ My dear sir George, what can 
have thus ruffled your temper? — Captain 
Franklin, I am glad to see you ; to what am 
1 to attribute the little cordiality which 
seems to prevail between you and your 
brother 

Charles bowed in return to her ladyship’s, 
question, but referred her to the baronet 
for an explanation, who agreed he had 
been wrong in suffering passion to get the 
better of him, appearing to wish to curb 
li'is temper in her presence, not that he 
wished to be upon friendly terms with 
Charles, but he was anxious to learn rather 
more than he yet knew respecting him. 

“ I hope you left all the family well at 
Claverton ?” resumed her ladyship, affect- 
jng to suppose he came from fhence ; “ we 
heard you had been in London; but for- 
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gave your apparent neglect, since we sup-* 
posed you were very anxious to sec your 
mother — it was so natural.” 

Charles coldly replied, €€ that he wan* 
going, but had not yet been in Bucking- 
hamshire . 0 

"Well* you know best, captain — of 
course you have seen your uncle ?° 

The malicious look which accompanied* 
this question was not lost jipon our hero, 
who replied, “ No, lady Franklin, I have 
not; he peremptorily banished me his 
house, when we paVted; he must invite me 
thither ere I again intrude upon him ; I 
only hope he will divide his money among 
the other part of mv family, as I i/fcither 
want nor wish to share his property ; I hack' 
some claim upon my'father’s; but this sir 
George is not inclined to allow.” 

” You have misunderstood each other, I. 
perceive, as I am sure, if facts have been* 
stated to you, captain, you will agree sir 
George has taken no advantage of the.* 
power vested in him.” 

“ I am sorry to differ from your ladyship* 
y 3 
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but I think he has made an ^unwarrantable 
use of his yo^er” 

“ Then you are singular in your opinion, 
captaifi Franklin." 

“ I fear not, lady Franklin, as 1 know my 
brother has fallen in many people’s esteem, 
in consequence of his behaviour to my mo- 
ther and sisters — in a word, did it meet Mr. 
counsellor Franklin’s approbation 

Sir George, >vlu> had continued pacing 
the room, appearing' fearful of again losing 
his ttMiiprr, hastily left the apartment, and 
his !a<!v to del end h is co sidin' r, who agreed* 
that tim counsellor had chosen to reflect 
upon sir George ; ,4 but if you had heard 
how he reviles you, captain Frankiin," 
s*he continued, “ you would acknowledge 
that he is more swayed by caprice than by 
justice or reason — remember, sir George 
lias, or means to divide between you the 
whole sum originally settled upon the 
younger branches : and we now, much to 
our , inconvenience, remain in town, because 
lady Franklin is not yet provided with a 
house. I agree, she has been rather kept 
in suspense by the counsellor, who has 
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been holding cut h6pes, just to sow discord 
amongst us, which he cannot find in. his 
heart to realize ; blit her ladyship propo- 
ses to take a ready-furnished house in the 
more immediate vicinity of Chesham, if he 
docs not very speedily fulfil his promises, 
which extended to the providing her with 
a comfortable home; she does not ap- 
prove of London at this season, else this 
house is much at her service." 

“ I cannot suppose my mother is aware 
that she is putting you to any inconveni- 
ence, lady Franklin ; however, I will take 
care to inform her how much she is already 
beholden to you, and 1 think I may venture 
to promise that Glaverton shall soon be 
vacated for your reception." 

“ I hope, captain, you do not mean to 
widen the breach, since I hardly understand 
your meaning." 

<<r I did not know that any breach existed ; 
however, if 1 cannot heal it, I will not 
make more mischief. My mother and sis- 
ters must find themselves in a •very uncom- 
fortable situation, having fail n, is they,* 
have done, from the grasp of affluence.” 
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€t Why, you talk, captain, *js if they, were 
in distress; surely her ladyship’s jointure — ’* 

“ Is twelve hundred a-year, madam. She 
only last year had as many thousands at her 
command/' 

" Agreed ; but all widows are liable to 
the same misfortune ; the elder son is re- 
quired to support the future dignity of the 
family/* 

u Very true, ipadam ; my father lived as 
became his rank, and yet allowed niy bro- 
ther, when he married, more than my moi 
thcr and four sisters will n6w have to spend ; 
and he had also the interest of your fortune 
to bear him out.” 

“ I assure you, captain, when every de- 
duction has been made, our income will 
not be much larger than the late sir 
George's, and we have, like him, an in- 
creasing family,” glancing at her own ap- 
pearance ; “ we support your younger 

brother at college, and mean to give him 
the living of ***, which we might reserve 
for one of our sons/' 

, “ Sir George might act more unjustly 
tfian he has done already, there I agree ; 
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but I know, and can affirm, that my father 
intended that living for his youngest son, 
who was in consequence educated for the 
church, and I dare believe a court of equity 
would confirm my brother’s claim ; nor is 
it too late to have an account taken of my 
father's personals, which, according to law, 
belong to the younger branches, and I dare 
say they would afford them a better provi- 
sion than sir Gemgc has allotted then); 
therefore advise him not to boast of his 
generosity, since he may vet be required 
to do them justice — thov ask no more." 

Whvssinelv, captain, yon do not mean 
to threaten us with a chancery suit ? — but 
you have rcallv a happy nack, wii.itss your 
uncle, of rendering jour friends your ene- 
mies; but 1 can make allowances for a 
\oung map. jot so independent a spirit;” 
but that moment a servant entered, to in- 
form her breakfast was waiting. “ Very 
well,"* she replied : “Tome, captain, you 
shall take this meal with us; we must not 
part in enmity/' 

“ I give you my honour, madam, 1 bar-* 
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bGnr none’; but’ as' I breakfasted two hours 
rigo, you must excuse me.” 

1 As they had now reached the hall, he ad- 
vahecd to the street-door (his brother did 
riot keep a ; porter, nor indeed a decent 
establishment ), which he opened himself, 
and pulling it after him, found himself 
once more in the street — "This has been 
my first, and I think I may swear it shall be 
my last visit, so I will hasten to Grosvc- 
nor-'pJace, and take leave of my more than 
brother— -my friend Frazer, to whom I am 
m6re indebted than (general Da vers and 
Mr. Levi excepted) any other person — 
and much more than to any of my own re- 
lations, «mv dear mother not included.” 


CHAP. XI. 

Scarcely had lady Franklin taken her seat at 
the breakfast-table, iilid giveri in her report, 
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when John Franklin was announced, and 
shewn in, and 'he took great merit to him- 
self for having so easily dismissed our hero, 
declaring that he was not inclined to listen 
to his complaints of his uncle. 

** A puppy ! 1 wish I had not admitted* 
him,” cried the baronet ; (C he wanted to’ 
bully me out of the thousand pounds 1 pro- 
mised him, and actually threatened mewith 
a c hancery suit — he, poo,r d — 4, who has 
only a captain’s commission to depend up- 
on, therefore, as I told him. not half so 
Will-off as vou are, John. I wonder what 
my uncle wi!! sav when he hears he has 
called upon us.” 

“ Why. he abused me for not atSmitfing* 
him — called me a selfish mortal, and an u/i- 
intural brother, when, if 1 had seen him, 
he would have declared I had done it to 
proved; c him.” 

“ 1 wish I had known as much befoftf$K 
cried "the now-repentant baronet ; te thsHt 
old miser never knows his own mind ; he 
inav encourage Charles to go to law ; wht> 
can tell they are not in a league?” 

“ Then Charles did not Speak the triit IT/* 
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sail! lady franklin, (t when fye declared he 
had not seen his uncle.'* 

Sir George, who was angry with him- 
self; her, and John, swore she had made 6ad 
worse, as women generally did ; if she 
l)ad not interfered, he and Charles should 
have parted friends ; blamed John for his 
behaviour towards him, and himself for 
listening to his suggestions, since it might 
be thousands out of his pocket were Mr. 
Franklin seriously to resent his treatment 
of Charles. 

John, who felt provoked in his turn/de*- 
clarcd, " that he had repeatedly heard his 
uncle say, he (sir George) should never 
eome imfor his money, therefore his only 
cjvuice was his dying intestate, like his fa- 
ther, as he believed he was heir-at-law." 

. The baronet fired at this surmise, and 
prognosticated John would never be his 
heir — in shorty they continued to taunt 
(feach other, .till, like their father and uncle, 
they separated, resolved never to meet 
again. 

Meanwhile cur hero,Iittle supposing that 
he v had; thus created a breach between his 
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^brothers, hastened into Grosvenor-place, 
where he briefly" recapitulated the recep- 
tion he had met with in Essex; and in Gower- 
street, declaring, “ that he did not- envy 
his brother’s good fortune in a 'wife, as lady 
franklin seemed all eyes and ears, and a 
downright shrew.” 

“Butsir George governs her, reportsays,’* 
resumed Frazer ; “ however, all the harm 
I wish them fortheir shameful treatment of 
you, and all the family, is* that they may 
be mutual plagues to each other. As to 
.John, he may be»guided by old Cent, per 
Cent.; but sir George is his own master, 
therefore for him there is no excuse.” 

Thesailor, who now joined them, ‘‘hoped 
he should soon return with as many laurels 
as he (Charles) had obtained.” 

“ And plenty of prize-money,”, added 
our hero, who, after spending an hour very 
pleasantly, and promising to see Frazer as 
soon as. he returned to town, departed, and* 
made the best of his way to Finsbury- 
square. 

Mr. Levi was anxiously looking for him ; 
and as his carriage was in ‘waiting, they 
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proceeded to the Bank, whefe "Charles ac- 
cepted stock to the amount of their agree- 
ment ; and as the old gentleman had some 
other business to settle, our hero hastened 
to Messrs. Thornhills, where he took India 
bonds, as going in the least compass, to the 
. amount of twenty thousand pounds, which 
he meant to distribute between his sisters, 
as it would be giving them less trouble 
than making over stock to them, and his 
gift would appear less ostentatious ; for his 
mother, he resolved to purchase a comfort- 
able residence ; and as to Edward, he 
would render him completely independant 
of sir George, but should not advise his; 
givingAip any of his claims upon his fa- 
ther’s property. 

* John evidently flattered himself with the 
hope that he should be his uncle’s heir — at 
all events, as he had not chosen to receive 
him, he should not make him any present. 
^Uespectirlg ■ Mrtf. Molnfcrief, he should be 
guided by circumstances ; but thought a 
set of jewels would be the most acceptable 
offering there, since he was well convinced 
that “'where much is given, much is re- 
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quired;” and who had ever been so sud- 
denly raised from comparative poverty to 
more than affluence ? he ought, therefore, 
to convince the world, and his family in 
particular, that he was deserving of his good 
fortune. 

Mr. Levi had just reached home when 
he arrived, and he found a neat travelling 
trunk, ready packed for his journey, and 
every other necessary provided which he had 
omitted to order ; he had lold Sutton- that 
he should not take him with him, as his stay 
•would be so verv *horr ; nor did he wish to 

■J K 

afford him an opportunity of communicat- 
ing to the household of Claverton what he 
chose thev should learn from himself. • 

An early dinner was served the moment 
he entered the house; and as the servants 
wcre,at his request, soon dismissed, he amu- 
sed the old gentleman by a relation of his 
morning adventures;— Sir George's con- 
duct was merely of a piece with his beluu 
viour to the rest of the family. As to Mr. 
John Franklin, if indeed he acted by his 
uncle's orders, there might the shadow 
of an excuse for him ; he sKould not envy 
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him Mr. Franklin’s money, if it was only To 
Jje obtained by stifling every natural senti- 
ment and feeling.” 

" If I am to believe lady Franklin, my 
uncle seems to hold me in detestation.” 

“ 1 do -not belieVe he does that ; to me he 
appeared more disappointed than abso- 
lutely angry ; still not inclined to forgive 
what he chose to term yotir folly — that is* 
having married my granddaughter.” 

" He is so sti'ange a mortal, that I never 
knew how to frame my conduct to meet 
his approbation ; he was, always jealous of 
my family, therefore he may now be equal- 
ly tenacious with respect to John ; if so, 
I exonerate irty brother from any blame to- 
wards me, since where so much is at stake, 
if 1 was more natural to give me up, than to 
run the risk of offending Mrl Franklin.” 

The appearance of the hack chaise, 
which had been ordered for four o’clock, 
.obliged them to drop the subject. 

Mr. Levi- took an affectionateleave of his 
young favourite, adding, " As I am almost 
as anxious to learn whether you are to have 
Rp-e Hill as y6u can be, 1 shall sleep at sic 
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Anthony’s on Wednesday night, wtfrere yon- 
may call for me in the mornihg, as 1 shall 
not caH upon lady Marchmont and lady 
Susan,sitice I shall prefer gaining myintelli- 
gence from you.” ' 

Charles felt gratified by the interest he; 
took in his concerns, and' at the moment 
of parting-, the old gentleman ptit a small 
box into his hand— " A few bawbles foi? 
your sisters, which you may present in my 
name, and- distribute' according to your 
own feelings- — To your mother, say every 
\hing that is proper f^j; me, and request she 
will henceforth rank me among those friends 
who are most anxious to serve her; she 
will really confer a favour upon ate by 
putting my sincerity to the test.” 

Charles could not express half the grati- 
tude .he felt, as the old man hurried him offi 
declaring his motto was — "Welcome the 
coming, speed the parting guest !” Sonll 
being ready, our hero drove from the door, 
followed by his best wishes ; and as he was 
almost immediately off the stones, he exa- 
mined the contents of his box^ which con- 
tained a variety of elegant o'rnaments in* 
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jewelry <^fthe, most /4«hion able make*, which 
: fee knew would be Very acceptable to his 
sisters.' Some more suitable trinkets were. 
■ marked. .'{‘.lady Franklin/* and abroach and 
• ring, something similar to^two of his own, 
which hryf been presents-of his late wife’s, 
were marked ** Edward Franklin.” Charles 
felt more grateful than had he been three 
time&as bountiful. to himself. But while he 
is returning thanks to the Giver of all good, 
.and making m&ny excellent resolutions re- 
specting his Future conduct,.since he did 
not, like sir George-., 

« Suffer 

Prosperity to swell. him *bove a man; 

Lil>e those, impressions in the air* that rise . 

Prom dunghill vapougsygattered by the wind, 
u Leave nothing but an empty name behind/' 

vie will precede hi Claverton, where 
hrs letter annoimcin|j!&his visit had occa- 
t&oned great debates, if not an absolute 
qtiarrel> betweeil^is mother and sisters. 

The three e]det^is$ Franklins, for such 
they continued, sorely against thefr will, 
being all three orrwhat is termed the wrong 
^ide of thirty, had been grievously disap* 
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pointed when their father died ; their uncle’s 
promiseshad ratherrevivedtbeirspirits; but 
he had kept them so long, in suspense, they 
began.to fear they- were doomd to vegetate 
upon two hundred a-year while they lived* 
which, after their mother's demise, admit; 
ting they agreed to reside together, would 
be ne*t akin to starving, if they endea- 
voured to maintain any appearance of gen- 
tility. These melancholy reflections had 
jjygt improved their tempers; and as they 
from girls fancied Charles was their 
mother's darling, they had never liked him; 
his beiqg selectecf by their uncle had ren- 
der*^ him still more an object of their aver- 
sic^since perhaps they did not absolutely 
hate him, though they rejoiced # when 
he was discarded, as they affirmed, in dis- 
grace, by the old man ; and we are sorry to 
Idd, they pined when they heard <?f his suc- 
cess abroad — nay, they even grudged him 
the promised thousand pound, the baronet 
talked of giving him, as his prcsentto Ed- 
ward they considered as a slight to them- 
selves; of course they felt rd wish to wel- 
come him hojne, and would fain have per*? 
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¥ ranklin to have forbid HU 
coming, " which, they were sore, would 
Offend their uncle.’* 

Her ladyship merely ' repeated her for- 
mer determination, and^wrote ro Edward, 
>ind Louisa* -her younglbst daughter, who 
was still with Mrs. Moncrief, to give him 
. the A meeting at Claverton, desiring Edward 
would go round by London that he might 
, fesacort his sister down. 

' He was delighted with the ided, ; and Low* 
isa was no less anxious to see a brother 
hardly remembered, of w,hom colonel Mon- 
crief had formed a very high opinion. 

Mrs. Moncrief retained a very piecing 
recollection of her playfellow, as she^Was 
one year older than our hero; Edwafrd 
one year younger; Louisa was just 
of age: she,, like Mrs. Moncrief, was verjr 
handsome, therefore not much in favour 
with her elder sisters. Edward and she 
igme down on the Monday, and .proved 
very able auxiliaries to their mother, as Ed- . 
ward felt the greatest affection for Charles, 
and Louisa adored him,shesaid, for his inde- 
pendent spirit, his bravery, and his gallantry,, 

3 
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The Miss Franklins affected to treat her 
as a child — called her a baby, and " hoped 
she would not fallow so independent an ex- 
ample, by marrying equally imprudently.” 

“ I have no money to tempt a fortune- 
hunter, therefore I hope your fears are 
groundless, ladies,” was the retort ; “ my 
only fear is, that I shall follow your exam- 
ple, and remain Louisa Franklin." 

They did not relish the joke ; but as lady 
Franklin laughed, they affdeted to do the 
same ; and though they would not acknow- 
ledge it, they were,to the full as curious, if 
not so anxious, to see the absentee. 


CHAP. XII. 

It was nearly dusk before our hero reached 
the park-lodge pf his paternal mansion. 
How marfy changes had taken placJe since he 
last past th.ose gates ! he reflected! Sir George 
vol. hi. e 
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had always been to him a kind father, and 
when his uncle had discarded him, had 
proved himself most so ; he therefore ho- 
noured his memory, and deeply regretted 
his death, since this beautiful park now be- 
longed to his brother, and he should pro- 
bably never cross it again/ 1 Such were his 
thoughts as he leaned out of the chaise win- 
dow — <c There was the fish-pond into which 
his uncle had fallen — Well, he still rejoic- 
ed at having been permitted to save his 
life — there was an oakling of his planting 
-^-and there was the house !” 

Scarcely had the postillion stopped, ere 
JEdward, who was looking out for him, tore 
open^the door, and caught his brother 
jn his arms ; he next hurried him to his 
mother, whose tears of joy spoke her wel- 
come, while she returned her thanks for 
his having been preserved in the hour of 
danger. 

Louisa next approached, sayinjg, “ Do 
you remember little Lucy, as you used to 
call me ? — I perfectly recollect af dog of 
yours devouring my wax doll/ 1 

Charles gave her a truly fraternal cm- 
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brace, acknowledging himself her debtor in 
a doll, and regretted he had not put one in 
his pocket for her. 

The three Miss Franhlins next advanced, 
and more ceremoniously welcomed him to 
Claverton, all declaring “ he was grown 
quite out of their knowledge.”* 

Charles embraced the three, and though 
he retained no recollection of their former 
kindness towards him, he felt very cordi- 
ally inclined towards them. They had not, 
like him, Edward, and Louisa, improved in 
point of appearancq, since, notwithstand- 
ing their Brutus wigs and youthful dress, 
they looked full their age, and seemed to 
have adopted the stiffness of old maiden- 
ism. Louisa he thought very handsome, 
and he soon discovered that she was by no 
means deficient in point of wit, and more 
thanamatch,in every respect, for the elder 
misses. But tea being over, and the first 
general inquiries on all sides having been 
made and answered, lady Franklin asked 
our hero “ if he had seen sir George while 
in town?” He candidly related all that 
c 3 
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had passed between them, certainly mak- 
ing the best of a bad story ; but concluded 
by seriously advising his mother would re- 
move, as soon as she met with any house 
where she might be tolerably comfortably 
lodged. 

Cf I have *(fhe in view; but Mr. Frank- 
lin has, or I mistook his meaning, almost 
engaged or purchased one for my recep- 
tion, therefore I have remained here, else 
I am very unwilling to lay myself under the 
shadow of an obligation to sir George, 
whose behaviour to you convinces me that 
he is resolved to make us all feel his power." 

“ In your ladyship’s place," resumed the 
elder Miss Franklin, ** I should not remove 
Still Mr. Franklin had procured you a resi- 
dence — sir George dare not turn you out, 
and he deserves to be perplexed : do not, 
as the vulgar say, f cut off' your nose to be 
revenged of your face.* Captain Franklin’s 
independent notions may be very fine in 
theory, but as they have led him to com- 
parative poverty, you ought to pause be- 
fore you adopt them." 

“ And so keep possession of Claverton 
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to spite sir George and his lady/* said Lou- 
isa. “ I am afraid, mamma, that would be 
cutting off our supplies, if not our noses, 
as George could starve us out, and my rich 
uncle does not seem inclined to enable us 
to brave his resentment ; as for me, colo- 
nel Moncrief has given me a general invi- 
tation, so I am very disinterested in my ad- 
vice ; but I really think the sooner my mo- 
ther removes, the better.” 

To prevent her elder daughters from re- 
plying, lady Franklin asked Charles if he 
had seen John ? 

I called in Essex-sfreet, and here are 
John’s reasons for being denied to me/* 
putting his letter into his mother’s hands. 

She read it aloud, and the elder ladies 
declared “ they could not blame John"; 
it would have been very imprudent in him 
to have risked offending their uncle — 
Charles ought to recollect that even his 
coming Jo Claverton might expose them to 
Mr. Franklin’s displeasure, and thus the 
innocent might suffer for the guilty.” 

€€ Nay, nay, sisters,” cried The provoked 
Louisa; “ I will exonerate you from aU 
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blame, since you were not consenting to 
my mother's receiving Charles/’ 

“ And I will speedily remove your fears, 
ladies/’ rejoined Charles, “ as I shall re- 
turn to town on Thursday morning, since 
nothing but my ardent wish to see mv mo- 
ther could have induced me to enter a 
house of sir ffeorge Franklin’s, so little do 
I agree with you in wishing my mother to 
remain here.” 

“You will offend again by your inde- 
pendence,” said lady Franklin ; *• but I 
wish you, Anne, Mary and Charlotte, to 
bear in mind, that while I remain here, or 
wherever I remove, I choose to be mistress 
. of my own house, of my own time, and to 
..receive whom I please; and were Mr. 
Franklin to make the banishment of my 
dear Charles the price of his favours, I 
would reject them with scorn, for 

4 What so sweet. 

So beautiful on earth, and ah ! so rare, 

As kindred love and family repose !* 

“ My brother Charles very justly re* 
marked in one of his kind letters to me,” 
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said Edward, “ that we should have been 
much more united but for mv uncle ; I do 
not include myself, since I have no expec- 
tations from him, nor never had.’ 1 

" Bless your stars,” cried the lively 
Louisa, €t since you may love your brother, 
and I will do so at every risk — better I lost 
his promised gift, than prove myself defi- 
cient in natural affection: but really, sis- 
ters, joking apart, as I cannot do you the 
injustice to suppose you are in earnest, 
you are very deficient in policy ; surely we 
ought all to be more in dread of offending 
sir George than our uncle, as a bird in 
hand — ” 

€t You are very fond of hearing ygurself 
prate, child. 1 should like to hear Charleses 
account of Spain,” said ?»!iss Mary. 

Charles, willing to change the subjecr, 
entered into a few general details. 

“ We are anxious to hear where you met 
with your late wife,” rejoined Miss Anne; 
“ in some old castle, was not it, among the 
French ?” 

“ Had she accompanied me to England, 
I might have gratified your curiosity ; now 
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it would only be reviving melancholy re- 
flections; therefore I must decline the 
task.” 

Miss Anne was silenced, and lady Frank- 
lin, wishing to change the direction of her 
son’s thoughts, said, “ Shall you make a 
long stay in England, Charles ?” 

€ ‘ That must depend upon my superior 
officers, madam.” 

€t Well, so Ji*tle do I think your uncle 
prejudiced agahist you, that I really wish 
you had called upon him, or that you would 
do so when you return to town ; I daresay 
he would give you a very kind reception,” 

“ I am not quite so sanguine, my dear 
mother; and, till he either invites me, or, 
through your means, expresses a wish to 
sfee me, I shall not intrude upon him, as he 
might fancy I paid the respect due to his 
age and relationship, merely to his money- 
bags.” 

" I think he would not be muefi mista- 
ken, Charles,” said Charlotte, with an af- 
fected laugh, “ since you have convinced 
him you had riot much respect for him, and 
iw must know that you want his money. 1 ' 
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“ Till he is convinced I do not, I shall 
not visit him, for fear he might put such a 
construction upon my so doing/’ 

“ Then I fancy you have seen the last of 
him,” said Miss Anne, “ except you should 
chance, or have discovered the philosopher’s 
stone/’ 

“ It did not increase the happiness of 
Godwin’s hero, though he also possessed 
the secret of growing young/* cried Louisa; 
“so we must suppose that all is for the best; 
but as you will not try your luck, Charles, 

I will mine, when I return to town, as lam 
resolved to visit this rich uncle, whom I 
hardly remember, and I will try what kind 
of impression I can make upon his cold, 
flinty heart, since my elder sisters, Thaura 
Monericf excepted, have all vainly address* 
ed him in writing, as he never answers their 
kind inquiries; John has the easiest access 
to him, and he may come in for the 
most; but if I offer to become his nurse, 
as I hear his legs swell, that may induce him 
to make my live thousand pounds ten ; then 
I must be prudent in my choice, since h 
c 3 
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think of marriage as those do that deny 
purgatory — ’tis either heaven or hell — 
there is no medium.” 

“ You have improved under colonel 
Moncrief’s tuition, Louisa ; he allows you 
such liberty of speech, that I hope he means 
you should continue his inmate, since he 
has spoiled you for our society,” said Miss 
Franklin. 

“ Will you keep my house for me, Lou- 
isa ?” asked ofir hero. 

“ Yes, and thank you, since I have so 
seriously offended — when do you begin 
housekeeping ?” 

" When, indeed!” cried the now-laugh- 
ing ^liss Anne; "when our uncle dies, I 
( suppose.” 

“ I hope he is not so near death,” was 
the retort. 

** Why you cannot be serious, Charles,” 
said Charlotte ; “ what business have sol- 
diers with a house ?” 

*' To receive other soldiers,” said the el- 
der sister ; “ so who knows but Louisa may 
pick tip a red-coat." 
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“ I hope I shall, for I dote upon a sol- 
dier ! — 


4 Immortal gods ! who more deserves 
To govern states, than he who best can save? 

With how perverse an aptitude disdain 
Forgets its own safety I* 

There is an apropos quotation; but do 
not be jealous, Edward, for I am equally 
partial to the ministers of peace, and I hope 
you will often visit us whten Charles and T 
keep house/* 

“Then in return for your readiness to 
oblige me, my dear girl, and because 
you love a soldier, and would even risk 
offending a rich uncle to become my^house* 
keeper, I will present you with ten thou- 
sand pounds when you marry, as a proT>f 
of my gratitude.** 

“When you marry — remark/* cried the 
three other sisters in a breath ; “I admire- 
such pKomises.** 

“ I dare say you would if they had been* 
made you ; but I do not require you to* 
draw your purse-strings on my account* 
since if you have ten thousand pounds 6 
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give away, I am sure, with my excellent 
management, we shall cut a. dash when my 
income is added to yours/' 

A summons to supper prevented lady 
Franklin from making any remarks upon 
what she, feared was rather a rash promise, 
since admitting Charles had, as she hoped, 
been a gainer by his late marriage, she did 
not approve of his impoverishing himself 
to enrich his sisters. 

The elder Miss Franklins continued to 
laugh at the young housekeeper, but were 
evidently \ery angry with their bro- 
ther, and very anxious to know whether 
he really had such a sum at his disposal; 
and as Charles was no less anxious to set his 
mother’s mind at ease, when their meal was 
over, he requested a private audience with 
her in her dressing room, promising not 
to keep her up late. She joyfully acced- 
ed to.his request, and learnt with a delight 
little short of transport, that her darling 
child was, as she had once hoped he would 
be, placed in a state of more than affluence. 

Having expressed her gratitude where it 
was most due, she stopped him short in the 

3 
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midst of his generous offers to herself, as- 
suring him “ that she should have more 
than she should wish to spend, when once 
she was settled to her mind, whether her 
daughters chose to reside with her or not, 
acknowledging that their present forlorn 
hopes had not mended their tempers, there- 
fore it was more for their sake than for 
hers she wished them to continue with 
her, Louisa, her ‘pin-basket,’ as she styled 
her, would now be ampW provided for* 
and would doubtless marry well ; she had 
also much comfort in Laura Moncricf, and 
was much obliged and attached to i lie co- 
lonel ; nor could she, without ingratitude, 
omit to reckon Edward among her bless- 
ings; and now you are in such affluent cir- 
cumstances, what Slave I to ask of Heaven, 
since in you I shall find the friend and pro- 
tector 1 ought to have done in sir George ? 
But he takes very much after your uncle, 
without possessing his shrewd penetration 
and real knowledge. His wife is a poor, 
selfish, avaricious being, who will neither 
let him spend their own income, nor be- 
stow it upon others; and I have still less 
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comfort in John ; he was always, as his un- 
cle justly styled him, ‘ a weak, fawning 
puppy,’ and so far from being the old gen- 
tleman’s heir, I fear he will end his days 
in a prison. The family with whom he 
lodges make serious complaints against his 
mode of life ; he has formed some very low 
and very improperconnexions; and though 
he is in actual receipt of six hundred a-year, 
he has drawn upon me for no less than 
three since his ^father’s death, which he is 
to repay when sir George gives him the 
promised thousand pounds. 1 absolutely 
refused, only last week, to advance him ano- 
ther sixpence — let him apply to his bro- 
ther, who will not, I dare believe, pay a 
^hilling till the twelvemonth is expired. 1 
could have supplied his wants, since your 
father obliged me to possess myself of all 
his ready cash when he thought himself 
dying, and I shall honestly account for it 
♦to my children. Lord Malton also very 
kindly sent me a handsome pecuniary pre- 
sent, as he thinks I was very ill treated by my 
own family. 1 mention these circumstances 
to you, since no one else is acquainted 
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with them, merely to convince you that I 
am what I may deem rich ; and I should 
long since have left Claverton, if Mr. 
Franklin had not kept me in suspense re- 
specting a house; but he is in treaty with 
lady Susan Delany for a villa, where he 
means we should reside, as he can let the 
land around for enough to pay the interest 
of the purchase-rponey.” 

Charles instantly related how probable 
it was that his uncle miglft be disappoint- 
ed, adding, “ he wished he had consulted 
her as matters stood, before he had gone 
such lengths.” 

“ I am very glad you did not, as I may 
now with truth plead ignorance of your 
intentions to Mr. Franklin ; I mean to go 
to .London next week, purposely \o 
see him, as I have a house in view in tho 
environs of Chesham that 1 should prefer 
to any other; you shall go with Edward 
in the .morning to see it, when you may 
tell the person who has the shewing of if, 
that the owner shall have my final answer 
in a fortnight at latest ; i would take it at 
once, but I think it but rig'ht to pay Mr. 
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Franklin the compliment of asking his ad- 
vice, for the sake of my children, since I 
should greatly regret his disposing of his 
money to charitable institutions/' 

Charles agreed to the justice of her re- 
marks, and next re^rted to Mr. Levi, giv- 
ing her the presenls he had sent her, and 
ably seconding his kind offers of friend- 
ship. 

" I will take the earliest opportunity of 
returning this Excellent man my thanks in 
person ; and I think his presents to your 
sisters will render thern, less fearful of of- 
fending your uncle, since they must, like 
me, trace the obligation to yourself.*' 

BuJ as Charles's stay was to be so short, 
they had so much to say to each other, that 
they did not separate till past two; lady 
Franklin having dismissed her woman, and 
taken upon herself to shew her son to the 
apartment prepared for him, where he 
Soon forgot the present and the future in 
a profound sleep. 
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ciiap. xiii. 

The ldng conference between the mother 
and son had greatly perplexed the elder 
Miss Franklins. As to his vaunting pro- 
mise to Louisa, that they considered as 
mere bombast; he was more likely to im- 
poverish than to enrich the family. 

Lady Franklin had agreed* the overnight 
to stiller them to continue in ignorance of 
Charles’s great accession of fortune — in- 
deed she did not, like general Da vers, wish 
any one should know the real extent of his 
income, lie had come into a handsome 
independency bv his marriage, was suffici- 
ent information for any body, spe told him 7 
and as he was not inclined to boast of his 
wealth, he readily acceded to her better 
judgment. 

Whenjhcy met at breakfast, the elder 
sisters accused Charles of having broken 
their mother’s rest — cf Surely he might 
have deferred his cormnuifications till 
the morning." 
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“ As I detained Charles against his will, 
you would with more justice blame me; 
but perhaps what he is commissioned to 
present you, in the name of Mr Levi, his late 
wife’s grandfather, may induce you to treat 
him with common civility during his short 
stay.” 

Charles took the hint, and presented 
each sister with a valuable gold chain, a 
diamond Maltese cross, ditto bracelet- 
clasps, with a 'few other minor &c. &c.’s; 
'and, as lady Franklin had predicted, they 
smiled most sweetly upon their kind bro- 
ther, while they secretly dreaded he really 
meant to give Louisa ten thousand pounds; 
but well aware that they might lose, and could 
.iTiot hope to gain, by giving way to their 
'natural bad tempers and prying disposi- 
tions, they appeared all cheerfulness, and 
seemed very anxious to atone for their 
unpleasant remarks th§ overnight. 

Charles was glad to sec harmony restor- 
ed amongst them, while Louisa was lavish 
in her expressions of admiration with re- 
gard to her present, telling our hero, 
“ that if he would take her back to town 
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with him, (which she hoped he would not 
refuse, as Edward, who had escorted her 
down, was to wait for her mother, and she 
had promised Mrs. Moncrief to return on 
Thursday), she would return Mr. Levi her 
thanks in person, though, after ail/’ she 
continued, we are equally, if not more 
obliged to you, since if he did not like you 
as much as I do, he would never have spent 
so much money, upon us girls.** 

The Miss Franklins spoke to the same 
effect. 

Charles, who was very little flattered by 
what they said, having agreed to take 
charge of Louisa on his return, trusting to 
lady Susan Delany's politeness to excuse 
his taking her to Rose Hill, set out wjjth 
Edward to view the house near Cheshatn, 
and during their walk, he entered into ma- 
ny confidential details to this his favourite 
brother, who appeared, like his mother, 
to participate in his good fortune, without 
any hope or wish of benefiting by it; he 
acknowledged that it rather hurt him to be 
so apparently dependent upon sir George,* 
who made a great merit of giving him tjid 
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living, which, in fact, he dared not withhold 
from him, since he should take orders pre- 
vious to the long vacation, when he meant 
to enter into proper arrangements with the 
present incumbent, who was very old and 
infirm, to become his curate ; the thousand 
pounds the baronet was to give him would 
set him a-going ; and he hoped he should 
always have a trifle to bestow upon those 
poor who would fall under his protection. 

“Pity such* a spirit as yours, Edward, 
should ever be restricted ; Fortune has, as I 
have told you, been very bountiful to me of 
late, and with whom can i better share her 
gifts ? therefore you must accept of this 
small share of my abundance,’* putting In- 
dia-bbnds to the amount of ten thousand 
pounds into his hands, “since n&ver again 
shall you experience the galling sensation 
of dependence, or even obligation, to sir 
George.*’ 

Edward’s countenance and starting tears 
were more eloquent than any thing he 
could have said, and he only hoped that he 
should prove equally deserving of the 
bounty of Providence; adding, “1 have 
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never yet received a shilling of the two 
hundred a-year the baronet promised me, 
except, indeed, he included the Hundred 
pounds he gave me for mournirfg in the al- 
lowance. Your kind present, and a simi- 
lar one from my mother, would have ena- 
bled me to conclude mv time at college 
with eclat; and I had resolved, before you 
rendered me so rich a man, never to ask 
him for a farthing.” 

“ There I commend your Spirit ; the liv- 
ing he must and shall give you ; let him 
Jkeep his money, a ( boasting miser ! since 
his counterpart, I mean his wife, told me 
they maintained you at college. ” 

Edward gaily observed, <r it had bi^cn at 
a small expence. 

Tl*e hdtis’e tj^y went to see exactly met 
their approbation, and Charles resolved to 
make the^urchase for his mother, should 
his uncle not anticipate his intention. 

This he told her when they returned, 1 
and she learnt with still more pleasure how 
bountiful he had been to Edward, who had 
promised not to mention the circumstance 
to his sisters while he staid. The jewels 
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had worked such a reformation in their 
inode of behaviour towards Charles, that 
-had they been less eager to display their 
tempers when he arrived, he might have 
fancied they were very much attached to 
him. He held another long conference 
with his mother, when she retired for the' 
night ; and at an early hour he left the 
house in which he was born, never to re- 
turn thither, he feared. 

Louisa did nrt keep him waiting, and 
Edward, who had also risen to bid him 
adieu, rode a few miles with them, saying 
a walk would do him good, and he eagerly 
seized the opportunity to tell Louisa how 
greatly he was indebted to Charles. 

The'afTectionate girl seemed, asshe felt, 
delighted with his acquisition of fortune, 
nay, declared, she had felt more happy 
than when Charles put a similar sum into 
her hands, telling her he never made pro- 
mises which he did not mean to perform.” 

Edward, who was acquainted with his 
brother’s intention, gaily advised her “ to 
call prudence to her aid, since she was be- 
come a prize fora fortune-hunter,’* and took 



THE SPANISH CAMP>jfcN. 143 

a most affectionate leave of corn, premising 
to give Charles due notice of h'jjr' mother’s 
departure, that he might give them the 
meeting wherever they took up their 
abode. 

Our hero now told his sister where they 
were to breakfast, entering into various 
details respecting Rose Hill, and its present 
owner, which so beguiled the time, that the 
chaise drove into the park before they 
were aware of their vicinity to the villq, 
Louisa was in raptures with the approach, 
and agreed to remain in the chaise till 
Charles prepared the ladies to receive her ; 
but lady Marchmont, who was on the look- 
out, came forward to greet our hero, and 
as instantly exclaimed, “Why, you artPnot 
alone, caplin V* - 

Charles expnnneu who . his companion 
was; her c<m»ntenance brightened, and she 
^cordially Welcomed Miss Franklin to Rose 
Hill, whispering Charles, as they entered the 
house, “ 1 should not have been so kind to 
Mrs . Franklin — you take me ? The villa is 
your own; and if you will b*. guided by 
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me, the present owner need not remove- 
but not a v\«rd, for here she comes." 

Lady Susan received her guests with her 
usual urbanity, declaring “ the captain 
was punctual to a minute, and she felt still 
more obliged by his having brought his 
sister with him." 

Louisa wasno less polite, andhermanners 
yter § equally sweet and fascinating, and ra- 
ther more playful; she was very like Charles 
in point of countenance, and, like him, a 
very fine figure. 

° Come, let us give the tra\e'lers some 
breakfast," cried lady Marchnvv.it; "the., 
you, Susan, shall shew this handsome girl 
her brother’s future habitation, while I ex- 
plain matters to the captain.” But dur- 
ing their meal, lady March months seldom 
silent, hinting that she had nailed Mr. Mi- 
ser,. so the game was now in tlje captain’s 
hands, since he had agreed to the Id be- 
fore he knew what they were; with many 
clcverinnuendoes,all tending to forward the 
scheme she was resolved to bring 'o bear, 
which, as she expected, soon drove lady 
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Susan out of the ropm* who y^rppei&i^ 
walking over the house and grounds t<^f§| 
guest, when her ladyship told tht^plwlj 
“ Rose Hill is yours at 'the given 
you are, as I told you, to take every imftj 
else at a fair valuation : Susan shaJifeltfe 
y ou a line to Jai vis, her solicitor^ 
honest, worthy man ; he will enter frith 
eieiy explanation respecting the 0101“$ 
pages, which must be paid off ere your oft* 
tie will give up the deed^; and not^aq 
] know Susan is very much attached to the 
place, and has no dislike to a soldier, if 
you can take a hin*, you may be£ome,th« 
possessor upon easy terms; we shall come 
to town next week, as she has a great deal 
of business to do before we go into the 
North so if you like her, as you were iiv 
tendefl for?MPt>ther, do not stand shiliy* 
shally — strj/e up to her at once, and in- 
i iirra vTrirf*Tir a true patient Crrizzel,” 

“ 1 wish your ladyship would undertake, 
to pleaJ my cause,” cried the laughing 
Charles, "as lam half inclined tothiftlc 
you arc amusing yourself at ray expellee.,* 
vol. m. H 
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“ Me plead your cause ! I like that, you 
rogue! — j\ui can do it. much better; so 
I shall tell Susan that her terms are yours, 
and that you will take her birds and her 
household just as they remain, as she is 
anxious about both, and I made myself an- 
swerable for your acquiescence/’ 

“ Your ladyship did me honour, and you 
may depend upon my improving your 
hints to my advantage. When I was first 
informed that Jord Kinmare did me the fa- 
vour to consider me as a proper husband 
r 'ir his sister, I had never seen her lady- 
ship, yet I felt inclined to oblige my un- 
cle ; but now I feel I shall oblige myself 
by offering myself to her ladyships accept- 
ance — Will lord Marchmont be equally 
"favourable to my views, do -you^unpose?' 

ft Pray what objection can he make ? — - 
you have plenty of money — tan boast of 
your family — aiul have deserved toe rl.uv/h > 
of your country : but you must not hurry 
matters too much ; Susan would never for- 
give me f she knew of niy friendly ofil ji - 
ousness; bu\ I wished you to sec your way: 
I shall / make a favourable report of 
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yottr wish to oblige both hc^antj me ; so 
matters w ill work their way. There would 
iiot be half so many unhappy marriages, if 
every young couple had an equally sincere 
friend to guide them on their way ; for 
here are von two, cut out, as one may say, 
for each other, yet, for want of a little 
encouragement, she would go north, 
and you south, and thus you might never 
meet again — but here come the girls, 
so keep your own counsel, as you hope 
to prosper/' 

Charles bowcil acquiescence, and lady 

Marchmont eagerly exclaimed, “ Captain 

franklin is the man to do business with ; 

he lakes every thing upon our terms; the 

birds jure to be his particular care, anq all 

the" serva^Tihat you recommend he will 

retain ; give him a line to Jarvis, that we 

' -'b things in form and order — I would 

take the word of such a handsome fellow: 
# • 
blit we must not proceed hand overhead.” 

Lady Susan thanked our hero for his at- 
tention to her wishes, aixl told him she 
would mark those things she wished to ro 
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wove, and V’hicli were not included in I fie? 
appraisement, nor were, in fact, of any in- 
trinsic value. 

Charles assured her, “ that" Nsvcn after 
the purchase, she should be at liberty to 
remove either birds, or any other article 
which might have been overlooked.” 

“ There’s for you ! ” cried lady March - 
monl ; “ while old Skinflint would have 
turned the blacksmith upon you the mo*- 
inent he had said done : let me alone fordo- 
ing business; I like to kill two birds with 
one stone; so go and write your letter.** 

Her ladyship was not many minutes ab- 
sciit ; and as it grew late, and our hero had 
to^calf at Mount Ephraim, he took a polite 
leave of both ladies, .and proceeded with 
his sister to sir Anthony's. 

During their very short drive, vouisa was 
profuse in her praises of lady 
Charles agreed she deserved her eulogiums; 
her conduct towards her brother having 
raised her very much in his esteem, the 
more, perhaps; for the contrast it display- 
ed to sir Georges towards both brothers 
and sisters. 
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Sir Anthony and lady Wrigh'&n were de- 
lighted to see him, and were all politeness 
to Miss Franklin ; nor were the Misi Ll- 
lingtons'at nil deficient' in courtesy, as they 
fancied this introduction of his sister had a 
meaning, which they translated to their 
advantage. Mr. Levi had slept there, 
and now came forward to welcome his fa- 
vourite, and to greet his elegant sister, who, 
already prepossessed in his favour, was ex- 
tremely pleased with his outside appear- 
ance, and returned her thanks in suitable 
terms for his kind remembrance of her. 

Charles now related what had passed be- 
tween him and lady Marchinont, omitting 
her hints respecting lady Susan ; and all 
present rejoiced at his having become'jhe 
pure hasei^r*uic villa ; but as it grew late, 
after parjtfiking of some slight refreshment, 
° brother and sister stepped into Mr. Le- 
vi’s postchaisc, into which the baggage had 
been Removed, and proceeded with him *to 
tow*- 
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CHAP. XIV. 

During their drive, the old ccntleman re- 
verted to lady Marchmor.t, who was, he 
understood, by no means pleased at 'the 
prospect of having lady Susan for her in- 
mate at Bolton Hall, since she feared she 
would prove a dangerous rival, as lord 
Marchmont must, if he made comparisons, 
give her the preference to her vulgar lady- 
ship. 

Charles, who did not scruple to spool; 
before Louisa, whose regard for him insu- 
red her silence, candidly related what her 
ladyship had urged to induce hi.ip^tp re-*, 
lieve her from this dreaded ri'Wi \ 

“ I make no doubt lady Susan, vjiio once 
bad reason to con tier you as her rV.tr;? :- 
lord and master, has always mentioned you 
in very favourable terms, still I am con- 
vinced she was perfectly ignorant of this 
gross attack upon your heart,” resumed 
the old gentleman ; “ and really she bears 
so excellent a character, and appears sq 
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truly amiable and unaffected, that -I could 
join with lady March mo nt . in urging you 
to fulfil your uncle’s plans, by giving her a 
right to your name— -you ought to marry, 
rich as you are, and where can you select 
a more suitable wife ?’* 

tfc You forget my profession, my clear 
sir, and how soon 1 am liable to be called 
from home.” 

“ I>v no means; and 1 agree that in nine- 
ty-nine cases out of a hundred, neither sol- 
diers nor sailors ought to many early, or 
duriifg'a war; but you are so situated, that 
you must quickly decide; if you resolve as I 
could wish, in favour of her ladyship, she has 
a very strong mind; therefore, though she 
may j^rieve at your separation, she will 
pro\c a 'tylWftie, and manage vour affairs, 
during v4\\r absence, much Letter than the 
: :*• Yu r i (it v s t e w a i d /’ 

Well, I will take the matter into con- 
sideration,'* gaily replied Charles; “and' ere 
long you shall hear my final determination ; 
but you must allow that — 

* M:-r i:- a boitl \riituic ;» r die best, 

-vi* oursclvo, we venture ' 
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“ Agreed, agreed ; so to change the sub- 
ject — did you learn how your uncle feels 
inclined towards you from lady Franklin?” 

“ She does not think he hate&meso very 
bitterly as George’s wife and John wish to 
persuade me ; but she means to come to 
town next week purposely to see him, then 
Srhe will be better acquainted with his sen- 
timents with respect to me ; I fear my hav- 
ing purchased Rose Ilill will strangely stir 
his gall ; yet I positively have no wish to 
set him at defiance; but as I neither want 
his money,. nor would court him if I did, 
nor vice versa , wish to insult him, because I 
am as rich as I ever wish to be, I endeavour to 
forget khat he is in existence, and to shape 
mv ''conduct by my own rule affright, 
without any reference to his fc upyroval, or 
any fear of exciting his displeasure/* 

<c You do very right, my dear bro’rfes^” 
said Louisa, “ since strange must be the 
actions, and callous the heart, of those who* 
make our uncle’s wishes or example the 
rule of their conduct/’ 
vt Not wishing to dilate upon Mr. Frank- 
lin’s foibles, not to give them a harsher 
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name, Charles mentioned his mother's in- 
tended removal; when remarking that they 
were passing the end of the New-Road, he 
said, <k Are we going right?" 

Perfectly so," rejoined* Mr. Levi ; “ I 
am going to take you a little circumben- 
dibus, that I may have your opinion of a 
.house, which I think might suit you, as I 
know my home is not exactly a proper 
abiding-place for you — you ought to reside 
at the court end of the town, among your 
friends and relatives." 

Charles was happy the motion for his re- 
moval came from the old gentleman, as 
much as he respected and esteemed, him, 
he felt that their different mode of ^link- 
ing upon religious matters would make it 
inoT«^"pic\*;'^. rt for them to live apart, a> 
they might be often together without in- 
tr Tiering with each other's comforts, pre- 
judices, or opinions. 

Louisa declared, “ that if she had his 
permission, she should sometimes visit Mr. 
Levi, even if Charles did re/nove his quar- 
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Our hero declared “ she had been tak- 
ing a lesson of Indy Marchrxiont, and was 
making downright love to the old gentle- 
man/' when the coach drove up to the 
door of a handsome house in Upper Brook- 
street, which was opened by a very good* 
looking man, out of livery. 

Mr. Levi alighted first; our hero follow* 
ed him, asking “Arc the family still in the 
house ?" 

“ You will see it to the more advan- 
tage," was the reply, handing out Louisa, 
whom he gallantly led ir.% saying, “ I shall 
fancy myself a young man again, now I 
am so honoured." 

“ Y, T e are to walk up stairs first, I sup- 
pose ?" addressing the servant w]\o stood 
in the passage. ^ 

“If you please, sir," leading the way to 
th e d ra w i n g r o o m . 

t “ I will introduce you, captain, to the 
gentleman now in possession, before we 
take a survey of the mansion." 

Charles of course made no objection, 
but followed him and his sister into an ele- 
gant, spacious drawing-room, where a gen- 
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tleman was sitting* with his back towards 
them, so interested in the perusal of a 
pamphlet in his hand, th*at he suffered the 
party to advance into the middle of the 
room, crc, starting up, he began to apolo- 
gize, and discovered to our hero the fea- 
tures of his favourite friend Frazer. 

Instantly advancing, Charles caught his 
hand,, asking, (C Pray what part are you 
acting, my dear James ? and how came you 
here?” 

“ Mr. J.cvr honoured me by appointing 
me to fill that of IVmii r!r la nmison, and of 
course I am here by his invitation.” 

1 knew of no other person who was 
like! v to be. so welcome a guest i\V.«the 
j.!ve.stM^*/'vvner of the house,” resumed tbe 
f. id gor.flcrtab, “ since you are at home, 

: ajrain Franklin, and will not, I hope, give 
i: reason to doubt our being welcome'.” 
Charles^ was going to speak — “ No thanks 
— 1 am still thousands in your debt, as 1 
have told Mr. Frazer — Remember the jew- 
els you restored to me, wh:c*h came at . :mli 
a nick of time. 1 have made bout, per cent, 
of them — not to mention Fie pictures*"] 
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only hope the house will, please you ; if 
not, pray sell or exchange for another; 
meanwhile, pray recall your Scattered sen- 
ses, and introduce Miss Franklin to your 
friend, as he has told me he is a stranger to 
every branch of your family, and to some 
I think he had better remain so.” 

Charles said, but little in reply, but the 
few words he uttered came from the heart;, 
and he next gaily introduced his sister to 
his friend, saving, “ He is not only Vami 
de la maison , but Vami de man occur ; as 
such, I desire you will henceforth regard 
him, Louisa.” 

Frazer wasboth struct ano picasca witn ms 
frieneps sister, and now told his friend that 
Levi having let him into all his secrets, 
had engaged him to persorm^vnc oTvijer 
of the house, which the old gentleman had 
purchased for his granddaughter, more than 
twelve months before, and had kept it in 
reserve for her husband, admitting 'he an- 
swered his expectations. Proper people 
had been placed in charge to keep it aired, 
as he had it completely furnished ere he 
learnt her death, and it had been raised \ x 
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las he called it, and improved , by the same 
upholsterer, since our hero’sarrival in town ; 
a select establishment had also been placed 
in it, merely consisting of necessary ser- 
vants, he added, such as a butler, footman, 
coachman, and grooms, in addition to Sut- 
ton, and the requisite female servants. One 
carriage was in the coach-house, and pro- 
per horses to set him a going; “so you must 
now alter and improve to your own fancy ; 
or perhaps you had better stop till you can 
benefit by lady Susan’s taste, as you so 
much admire hfr arrangements at Rose 

Ilill.” 

tc You wish me to feel gratitude in its 
fullest extent, my dear sir,” .reioined 
Charles; “ it is well for me that it is a sen- 
SaiTon av rutted with so much pleasure, that £ 
shall gratify my fc.viings.by indulging in it.” 

“ As I have mine, since these gifts are 
merely offerings from that source,” said 
Mr. Levi. “The butler (who came tef an- 
nounce dinner) brought them welcome 
news,” he continued ; and to oblige our 
hero, he took upon him Jo do the honours. 
The repast was excellent of its kind* and 
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very elegantly served ; the sideboard was 
decorated with a profusion/tof plate and 
cut glass, as was the table; ancl the wines 
were of the first quality, having been cho- 
sen and laid in by the old gentleman. 

When the servants had withdrawn, who 
all seemed, and were perfectly an fait of 
their respective duties, Mr. Levi told Fra- 
zer that Charles had agreed for Rose Mill, 
and upon what terms, adding, I want to 
persuade him to take the owner into the 
bargain.” 

" He could not do a better thing,” cried 
Frazer, “ so let us, as a preparatory step, 
drink, f lady Susan Dclany,’ in bumper 
glasse^^which they all did, Louisaexccptcd ; 
and^s there was no lady to bear hercorniianv, 
they soon adjourned into the saioon, when 
Mr. Levi said, " As you know I am to be 
trusted, Charles, Jet: me wait upon Mr. Jar- 
vis (who is a most respectable man) to- 
morrow in your name, and tell him to pre- 
pare an agreement previous to the making 
out the deeds, which you can cal! and rn- 
*i£y on Saturday ;* the deposit-money must 
next 1 be paid, then the mortgage* mu*; Le 
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tedtemcd* and as this will dip into’ your 
present money in the funds, I will put you 
in possession of the remaining sum I stand 
indebted to you on Monday, if you will 
call for me at one o'clock, or meet me at 
the Bank at that hour; and now, as it 
grows late, and I have an appointment with 
a jeweller at nine, give us some tea, and 
send me home in your carriage, as my hor- 
ses have done enough to day ; so go and 
see your stables, and give orders accord- 
ingly. ” 

O j 

** And if you will set me down in Port- 
land place, sir/’ cried Louisa, “ I shall be 
very nnichobliged,as my sister half expected 
me to dinner, and will wonder wha*. has be- 
come of me/’ 

Thus it' vVift settled; and while tea was* 
bringing in, Charles and his friend, con- 
ducted by Sutton, proceeded to the stables, 
where they found the coachman and two 
grooms busily employed in poiishinglthe 
new harness of four line, bright bay coach- 
horses, by the side of which stood a pair 
of equally valuable saddle horses. 

Having understood from Sutton which 
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was his master, the coachman Shewed off 
the horses, expatiating very learnedly upon 
their merits: “ he had assisted to break 
them in about eighteen months before, and 
had driven them ever since ; and he would 
venture to say that no nobleman in Eng- 
land had four finer animals, nor more ca- 
pable of doing their work.” The friends 
agreed they were very fine creatures. "Ah, 
sir/’ resumed the man, "they would never 
have been sold ’but for the dice-box ; a 
mom 1 ago Mr. Patterson might have had 
five hundred guineas for them ; but the 
gentleman who would have gi\cn it had 
left town, when he was obliged to sell them; 
it would have broke my heart to have seen 
them abused, so you may depend upon my 
care of them.” 

The saddle horses. they found came from 
the same place, and had changed masters 
for the .same reason. They next examined 
the' carriage — a very elegant town chariot* 
upon which the Franklin arms were proper- 
ly emblazoned ; and Frazer declared " his 
friend would entirely cut out the baronet,” 
(th ; .swas said as they returned into the 
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hbusb,) "since sir George's coach, which 
had been b ' tight when he married, was get- 
ting out of date, and he at present merely 
jobbed his horses/' 

Charles expressed his entire approbation 
of both horses and carriage to the old gen- 
tleman, declaring " that he was resolved to 
.overwhelm him with obligation/’ 

"Once for all, Charles, set your mind 
completely at ease ; as mv granddaughter’s 
husband, you have a right to all, and much 
more than I have done for you ; on Mon- 
day I will give you the deeds of this house, 
and settle all our pecuniary concerns; and 
had I doubled the gifts you rate so high, I 
should still be in your debt. Did you, ''gran 
any one cl e suppose, thatl should not ha # ve 
done much more for your late wife? there- 
fore, as Iter heir, you are entitled to what 
you consider as great proofs of my gene- 
rosity/ 

These arguments were conclusive, and 
silenced our hero, who, when tea was over, 
requested to say three words # to the old gen- 
tleman ; they retired for that purpose* 
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when Charles entreated he would purcha& 
a set of jewels for Mrs. Moncrief. 

“ Do yoi^give me carte blanche ?'* 

" 1 do, merely premising that I expect 
to pay for them. 5 ’ 

“ Of course you shall, and I will put 
them into your hands on Monday — 1 have 
some in view will exactly suit the purpose.” 

They then returned into the saloon ; 
and as the carriage was at the door, the 
coachman and footman in the Franklin li- 
very, Charles led h's sister to it, desiring she 
would say every thing th'at was kind to Mrs. 
Moncrief, upon whom, and the colonel, he 
promised to call the next morning; and 
hnvk,g seen them drive from the door, 
ho* returned to Frazer, with whom Ii£ spent 
a most agreeable evening, and they both 
agreed tint the house, furniture, and every 
&c. were exacfly what they should have 
selected themselves, had . the choice been 
fdven them... 
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CHAP. XV. 

Str George Franklin, who had been upon 

quite as distant terms with colonel and Mrs. 

Moncrief as anv of the other branches of 
•/ 

his family since his father's death, neverthe* 
less called now and then in Portland place, 
more out of curiosity than from any other 
motive; and having met colonel Moncrief 
on Mondav, he learnt from him whither 
Louisa was gone, aivl when she was expected 
to return, which induced him to call in 
Portland place on this very Thursday even- 
ing, to inquire when his mother intended 
to leave Claverton ; and he had hardly ta- 
ken a chair, cri? Charles's footman rang a 
peal upon the knocker, at the moment the 
carriage stopped. 

“ I should not wonder that was Louisa/* 
said Mrs. Moncrief, approaching one v, i n - 
dow as the baronet did the other, just 
in time to see her handed oyt by Mr. Levi, 
who drove from the door tlie moment she 
was admitted. 
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cr The Franklin arms and livery !*’ cYitfd- 
theastonished baronet ; “ to whom can that 
chariot belong ? has my mother—” 

'* Would her servants be -out of mourn- 
ing?” said Mrs. Moncricf. 

At the moment Louisa entered the room, 
exclaiming, <e IIow are vou, mv dear Lau- 

O' j 3 J 

ra ? — I should have been here to dinner, 

• 

but for our brother Charles, with whom I 
breakfasted at lady Susan Delany's at l.losc 
Ilill,- lunched at sir Anthony Wrighton’s at 
Ephraim Lodge, where we met Mr. Levi, 
the prince of Jews, the 4 grandfather of his 
late wife, with whom we proceeded to 
town, and he set us down, and dined with 
us at Charles's house in Upper Brook street 
— a most elegant abode, w here he hopes to 
see you and colonel Moncricf, to whom 1 he 
means to pay his devoirs to-morrow morn- 
ing, as he is very anxious to see you, Laura, 
and no less impatient to be introduced to 
y-'ou, roloncl, whom he is prepared to like, 
.and already esteems.*’ 

“ I might say the same by him, mv clear 
Louisa,” rejoined the colonci ; while his 
w;fe asked a further explanation, which ths 
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g’Fatcful . girl retidily gave, detailing the 
presents Mr. Levi had sent her and her sis- 
ters; and concluding by displaying the In- 
dia-bonds she had received from our hero, 
adding, “ He has bought Rose Hill, and all 
the adjoining estates; and I do hope he 
will make proposals to their present loxely 
owner. Mr. Levi, the richest and best of 
Abraham’s tribe, has given him the house 
where wc dined, and the elegant carriage 
in which I came home, and means, I find, 
to make him his heir.” 

“ Are you amusing yourself at our ex- 
pcnce, child?” asked the petrified baronet. 

“ Are those bonds forgeries, or fictions, 
sir George ? I consider them as very solid 
proofs of my beloved Charles’s regard ; 
and as I never toasted of your affection to - 
u arils me, nor of your generosity , why 
should you suppose I am given to roman- 
cing ?’’ 

“Why, indeed!” resumed Airs. Mon- 
crief. “ I give you joy, most sincerely, 
my dear girl, and only wish our kind bro- 
ther (as 1 feel obliged by *his kindness to 
you and Edward) had accompanied you 
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home ; he always was a generous, good-,na- 
ttired soul, and I shall love him better 
than ever/* 

“ Does your regard increase in propor- 
tion to his riches ?” asked the baronet, in a 
spiteful tone. — “ But pray. Miss Pralc, 
when does lady Franklin mean to leave 
Claverton 

“I must refer you to her, sir George; 
she will be in town next week ; and as she 
will probably *be Charles’s guest, you will 
have an. opportunity of seeing his house, 
for, after the reception you gave him at'' 
Gower-street, you could not else have ven- 
tured to call there.” 

“ Pray, did Charles bribe you to treat 
me with' impertinence, child ?— -he gave 
himself very improper airs when he called 
i pon me ; but his recent acquisitions have 
perfectly accounted for his conduct. *' 

“And had you been sooner apprized of 
them/* remarked the colonel, “you might 
have been less captious, sir George.” 

Without replying to this retort, the ba- 
ronet asked, Pray, has he been to see his 
uncle, who, like me, was not inclined to 
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put lip with what he styles his plain deal- 
ing?” 

“ lie has not, sir 'George, nor never will, 
except at Mr. Franklin’s request; so the 
iiclcl continues open to you and Jolin, and 
of the two, I had rather he should be his 
heir, as he would scatter his hoards pro bouo 
publico, while you are like the dog in the 
manger.” 

ff As you seem to be encouraged to give 
your tongue such liberties^ Jl shall take my 
leave; but I may advise your mother to 
put a check to your insolence/’ departing 
as he concluded, vdiilc the colonel and the 
two sisters enjoyed a hearty laugh at his 
discomfiture; after which, Louisa again de- 
tailed all she knew, or had learnt, 'respect- 
ing Charles, while the mortified barorflet 
returned home in a much worse humour 
than he had left it. 

I/ady Franklin was, like him, surprised, 
grieved, and provoked at Charles’s good 
fortune ; as to John, they had been moving 
every engine to gratify their revenge 
against him, since he to hifve dared their 
anger was unpardonable. Charles* was 
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above their malice; but as he did noi 
choose to humble to his uncle, what had 
they to fear from him ? — to be sure there 
was no knowing how to have the miser; 
sometimes he admitted the baronet, but was 
more frequently denied to him; and some- 
times he hardly sent his thanks for their 
weekly presents ; but as they felt assured 
that a mine would soon be sprung, which 
would ruin John in his esteem, who was so 
likely 51s dr George to be his heir ? Charles's 
dashing carriage would do his business with 
the old man ; besides, if he was to be Levi's 
heir, it would be a shame to bestow any 
more upon him, and certainly not in Mr. 
Franklin's principles. 


ciiap. xvc 

Oiu; hero had invited his friend Frazer to 
breakfast with him, knowing he was alone 
in Grosvenor-pktce, where he remained 
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more upon his, than any other account, 
and felt much flattered by the encomiums 
he bestowed upon Louisa; but as he had 
promised to pay an early visit in Portland- 
place, they sallied forth together, rather be- 
fore eleven, Frazer agreeing to sec him 
housed, as he termed it, and readily pro- 
mising to dine with him. They had nearly 
reached Bond-street, which they meant to 
cross, when they were obliged to make a 
momentary stop, till a party* stepped over 
a gutter, which had been enlarged, owing 
to a house being under repair, and which 
obliged them to quit the foot-pavement for 
a dozen yards, or more. A slight sprink- 
ling of rain had fallen since they left home, 
and some few people had raised their um- 
brellas. At the nynnent our hero was step- 
ping over the swollen water, an old lady, 
in pattens, trod upon a loose stone, and 
on trying to save herself from falling, she 
knocked oif Charles's hat with her umbrel- 
la. Perceiving what she had. done, she 
made an efibrt to catch it, winch making 
her completely lose her balance* the hat 

VOL. III. 
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fell into the water, and she upon it, scream- 
ing most lustily. Our hero and his friend 
instantly raised her, blit she was now such 
a figure, their compassion yielded to their 
mirth, though Charles was literally a new 
hat out of pocket by her awkwardness and 
.subsequent misfortune, since, independent 
of the mud and dirt it had accumulated, it 
was out of all shape and form. 

The poor woman, forgetting her own 
misfortune, confounded herself in excuses. 

Charles assured her “ it was of no con- 
sequence;” adding, ‘'all I have to do is, to 
step into the first shop we see, and purchase 
another,” walking forward with his friend, 
carrying the spoilt couvrc chef in his hand. 
They had not proceeded many yards in 
bond-street ere they perceived hats or one 
side of a shop window, and drapery on the 
other ; stepping in, Charles gaily related* 
his misfortune; and while the master was 
selecting a hat likely to lit,- a siy-Ioc>kir.\j 
man, evidently in a great bustle, ran in r 
exclaiming, with evident glee, “ 1 have 
nabbed my gentleman !” 

“Have you ? * replied the no less picas- 
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cd master of the shop; ‘“'well, what is to 
be clone ?” 

“ Oh, he is safe enough in my strong 
room ; I did him just as I told you I 
should — 1 look care to be in time under the 
gateway, and just as the clock struck ten, the 
young chap came skipping forward, in one 
of your smartest suits — I say yours, since 
it has not been paid for. When, however, 
I told him at whose suit Iliad touched him 
on the shoulder, he swore c it w f as d — d 
hard ; in a very short time he should re- 
ceive a thousand pounds of sir George, not 
to mention his being the declared heir of 
his rich uncle, who was dying by inches, 
therefore it would have been more to your 
interest to have let him alone/ I only Re- 
plied. that while the grass grew, the steed 
Varxed; therefore 1 must have the money, 
or hc m must go to my house ; offering to 
accompany him cither to his uncle’s or to 
t.ir George’s, since no matter which of them 
paid the debt and expellees; I required no 
more.” 

“ You acted very right,, rejoined the 
£ 9 
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tradesman ; “ but you say he is in your 
strong room ?” 

" By his own choice, since he would not 
have his uncle know of his being in custo- 
dy for the world; nor did he suppose sir 
George would advance the money, since 
they had lately quarrelled ; however, as he 
had no alternative, he requested I would 
wait upon him, and gave me a few lines to 
deliver; but faith the baronet gave me my 
answer in a moment.” 

“ That I supposed, ” rejoined his audi- 
tor, “ since sir George as good as told me 
he would not advance him a farthing — nay, 
he encouraged me to arrest him, since it 
might, he thought, bring him to his senses 
crc he was quite ruined, and he was sure 
lifs uncle, Mr. Franklin, # would pay the 
debt if he was applied to; however, if he 
will not agree to that, lie must either re- 
main at your house, or remove to prison. 
I make no doubt of getting my, money 
from some or other of the family : as for 
sir George, I should not care a rush if I was 

to lose his custom to-morrow ; he is the 
« 

greatest miser I ever had to deal with; 
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when he paid my bill the other day, at the 
very time he advised me to arrest his bro- 
ther, he deducted one pound seven, though 
it only amounted to twenty-six pounds se- 
ven ; but he would split a farthing — 1 be- 
lieve, sir, that hat will fit very well, and 
there is not a better in all London ; to the 
gentleman whom I have arrested, I should 
have charged it one pound twelve; but as 
you area ready-money custgmcr, sir, I shall 
only take one pound seven ; wc must have 
an auuitional pi <>nt if we give credit.” 

“ True, sir,” replied Charles, who had 
been shrieked and rather surprised by what 
he had so unexpectedly learnt, since it must 
be his brother John who was in custody* 
and this tailor and hatter had evidently 
been spurred on to arrest him by his elder 
brother, whom even this man despised* 
while serving him. Anxious to be more 
an fait of the business, he asked how 
much Mr. John Franklin was indebted to 
him ?” 

The man stared when he fnentioned the 
name, but instantly replied, c#f Nearly twen- 
ty pounds, sir, the cxpences included, and 
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that is a large bill for a clerk in a public 
office to run up, though he has got an ex- 
cellent place; but what induced me to 
have recourse to such harsh measures is, 
because I told my gentleman that 1 must 
have some money or. account before I made 
him any more clothes, he has for the last 
three months employed another tailor ; he 
may be very rich in time, for any thing I 
know to the contrary, since he makes sure 
of being heir to an old uncle, who is rolling- 
in money, but who has not the heart to allow 
himself necessaries, thefeforc I much doubt 
his ever becoming security for him.” 

tc So do I/’ replied our hero ; “ but as I 
am acquainted with the family, if you will 
tdll me the exact amount of the debt, I will 
discharge it; therefore I request, sir,” turn- 
ing to the officer, ,f vou would immedi- 
ately liberate your prisoner, as it would be 
of serious consequence to him were he to 
lose his situation at Somerset House, owing 
to his being detained from his dut\.” 

Both the shopkeeper and the officer seem - 
fd lost in amaze ; llu tter instantly look 
off his hat, declaring his readiness to like- 
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rate his prisoner the moment his employer 
was satisfied ; and as Charles pulled out his 
pocket book, and began to count out 
twenty pound notes, the tradesman de- 
clared himself fully satisfied, since this no- 
bleman was going to discharge the debt, de- 
siring the officer would hasten to release 
Mr. Franklin. 

“ Pray, sir/' said the bailiff, in a very 
submissive tone, “ am I to tell the young 
gentleman to whom he isso’greatly indebt- 
ed ?” 

That card wilj inform him/* writing 
" Charles Franklin” upon the back of one 
of the shop cards the hatter had laid before 
him. 

The man bowed and hurried off; ajid 
having soon settled the business, the friends 
proceeded on their walk, Charles rejoicing 
he had been so fortunate as to rescue John 
out of the hands of the Philistines, request- 
ing FraV.er would keep his secret, though 
he feared it would reach his uncle’s ears, 
since sir George had not unl* r planned, but 
was acquainted with his a? rest; and both 
agreed that the baronet out -hcrodul couh* 
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scllor Franklin in spite and malice, and 
want of fraternal affection. 

Having reached Portland-place, the 
friends separated ; Frazer was going home 
to write letters, and Charles proceeded to co- 
lonel Moncrief's, who gave him a most flat- 
tering reception, and his sisters vied with 
each other in evincing their regard for him. 

Louisa related who she had met when she 
returned home the preceding evening, and 
gave so ludicrous an account of the baro- 
net’s mortification, he joined her ar.d Mrs. 
Moncricf in a hearty laugh. 

The colonel hoped he would dine with 
them, if he had no prior or better engage- 
ment ; he mentioned having engaged his 
friend Frazer. 

4 .... 

° Then he must bring ‘him with hin,” 
said Mrs. Moncricf. 

The colonel seconded her so warmly, 
that he agreed to their proposal ; and hav- 
ing sat for near two hours, and been al- 
most as confidentially communicative as 
to lady Franklin, he returned home to 
write to her, to invite her and lid ward to 
take up their abode with him when they 
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came to town, and any, or all, of his sisters 
that chose to accompany them, admitting 
they dared brave their uncle’s displeasure; he 
next wrote three lines to Frazer, to let hint 
know where he had engaged him to dine, 
promising to call for him between four and 
five, as he was anxious to promote an inti- 
macy between him and the Moncricfs, as 
he greatly wished he might see Louisa with 
his eyes, since he would willingly add ano- 
ther ten thousand pounds to her fortune 
to bring about so desirable a match. 


Ciyvp. XVIL 

Vhk bailiff's visit to sir George had been 
particularly welcome; he dismissed him, 
wc already know, without paying the debt;* 
but John’s being in custody, an i conse- 
quently in danger of losing his p-ace, was 
not enough, the baronet thought, since to 
i 3 
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ruin him in his uncle’s esteem was what he 
had most at heart; he therefore, as mnnv 
shallow politicians do, resolved to pursue 
him to destruction, without foreseeing that 
he might be involved in his disgrace; blit 
in pursuance of his wise plan, he Hurried to 
the Temple the moment the bailiff depart- 
ed, to ask Mr. Franklin’s advice how he 
ought to proceed in so delicate a business. 

The old gentleman was at home, debat- 
ing in his o\fn mind whether he should 
come to lady Susan’s, or rather, her uncle's 
terms ; and wondering whether, as lie h ul 
been given to understand, they really had 
a purchaser in view; when sir George, after 
a prefatory speech, in which he declared 
“he had been shocked, amazed, and distress- 
ed,” proceeded to relate lfow he had !eui;*i 
John’s arrest, and concluded by asking the 
old gentleman’s advice, “since lie meant to 
be wholh guided by his wishes.” 

“ I am obliged to you for your" in forma- 
tion, sir George, but perhaps had you 
known that I never had any intention of 
making your brother my heir, you would 
have been less officious; and it might have 
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been more to your interest to have libe- 
rated him without consulting me, as I was 
too great a sufferer myself by a cunning, 
plotting, weak brother, to encourage sych 
a one in persecuting those whom he ought 
to protect ; it was your duty to have paid 
the money, which you might have deduct- 
ed from the promised thousand pounds: if 
you wished to learn whether I will set him 
nr liberty, I will oblige you by saying I 
thnll not ; nor will I have :my thing more 
to do. and if I can help it, to say, to either 
you or y our brnthtrs ; 1 speak in the plural, 
mind, so you mav cease your plofthw; and 
inaiia’urnng to lower them in my esteem — 
I shall give your sisters what T promised 
them ere a week is at an end and I will enable 
juror mother to semove with comfort from 
(Tiverton, which you ought long since to 
have done, as you are so anxious to go 
there.” 

The baronet was completely foiled, and 
the more he endeavoured to explain away 
his malicious intentions, the; more he be- 
trayed his real disposition; but hoping to 
do away the impression his communication 
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seemed to have made upon the old man, 
he took a hasty leave, promising to liberate 
his brother ere he returned home, and cer- 
tainly proceeded into *** street lor that 
purpose, wondering whether the counsel- 
lor had heard of Charles’s having launched 
out in such style, since he dared not, after 
the rebuff he had received, mention his 
name; but as he certainly alluded to him 
when he spoke in the plural, he felt half 
consoled, since he would be no greater 
gainer than himself by the old gentleman’s 
death, who looked wretchedly, he thought, 
and one of his legs seemed to swell almost 
to bursting ; but he had been too eager to 
lower John to make any remarks upon his 
altered appearance ; he only hoped he 
would, like his father, die \n testate, that, he 
might, we must suppose, tread in his steps, 
since, as Louisa told him, he was truly the 
dosr in the manger. Having soon reached 
tne sptinging-ho;r e, he learnt that J< 'm had 
been liberated about half an hour — “How? 

■By whom ? — What security did he gi\ c ?” 

The bailiff, related exactly how his re- 
lease ha il been effected, .adding, ff the gen- 
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tlcman’s name who paid the money was 
Charles Franklin — I read it often enough 
as I walked from Bond-street ; and I never 
saw a handsomer young man, nor a ny>rc 
polite one." 

Never had the baronet been more mor- 
tified ; Charles seemed for ever to cross his 
path to annoy him, since he would now 
have all the merit he might, at so much 
cheaper rate, have obtained with his uncle. 

John had been still more*surpriscd when 
he learnt to whom he was indebted for his 
liberty, since he had no idea of Charles 
having come info any property, since his 
uncle had scouted the idea of his having- 
done so by his marriage, and the officer 
knew no more than he told him when lie 
£f # vc him the (V4*d. lie now bitterly regret- 
ted having applied to sir George, since he 
made no doubt of his making his arrest 
known to his irnrie ; he had acted very sil- 
lily when he came into the baronet's plahs 
to humble Charles, since he had proved 
himself a real friend; well, he must inquire 
where he lived, and at least write him his 
thanks; but having returned to bis office. 
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and made an excuse for the lateness of the 
hour, he resumed his daily routine of bu- 
siness ; but his head was too confused to 
allow him to be very correct ; and the mo- 
ment he was released, he hastened to the 
Temple to see how his uncle stood affected, 
and to learn whether he had heard of his 
having been in " • Y street. 

“So, Mr. Dasher” was Mr. Franklin’s 
salute, “ you are at liberty, I perceive.” 

John was con founded, but rallying his 
spirits, f ‘ Pray, sir,” he stammered out, 
“ who fold you I had been in trouble?” 

“ \ our brother, who bailed you, 1 sup- 
pose, or paid the money ; he did not sty 
which he intended to do.” 

” He paid the money, sir, before I could 
have supposed he could J»ave learnt ix>y, 
misfortune. Sir George would not advance 
even a part of what he stands indebted to 
me; had he done so, I should not have 
been exposed to such a disgrace ; but I will 
be more guarded in future, I gi\e you my 
honour. 5 ’ 

“ Ihc ho /• our of a spendthrift and a gam- 
bler will never pa $ current with me, John. 
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II nil Charles staked his honour , I should 
have placed some faith in his profession : 
but what do you mean bv first saving your 
brother j)aid the debt before you supposed 
he knew of \our misfortune, though 
you sent to him, if I understand right, and 
t ! i on saying lie would not advance you a 
L: thing ?” 

* k Sir George, I said, sir, would neither 
pnv the debt, nor advance me a pound ; 
it was to him 1 sent." 

“ You are determined to perplex me, 
it should seem — Who did pay the money ? 
answer me tha;.*’ 

“ Mv brother Charles, sir; I understood 
you he had been here. 1 

“ No, bb c-khead. I never said :mv such 
/ir.g- ; sir George called upon me to trii 
me vr>n were in a r.\ urging home, that I 
might release you, Isupp». e ; butt it seems 
Charles released you, .after all ; how did he? 
lean; where von were?” John explained, 
presenting the card to the old gentleman. 
“ Charles is the only one among you that 
possesses a heart ; he c n return good for 
t;\ il, you perceive?, lain atraid it i= mow 
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than I ever did ; but perhaps you might 
now condescend to receive this kind 
brother, should he again call at your door, 
without waiting for my leave — Aye, you 
may well blush ; but I am glad to see you 
can feel shame; but as I know you have 
not dined, and I have, I shall not detain you 
any longer.*' 

John took the hint, and retired, rejoicing 
at being again at liberty, since he might 
have rotted in, prison for what either the 
baronet or his uncle had cared, and, like 
the former, hoping he should yet be fully 
revenged for his late umund behaviour. 


CIIAP. XV1U. 

Chakt.es and his friend spent a very plea- 
sant day in Portland place, and the next 
morning our hero, who had breakfasted in 
Grosvenor-place, proceeded, still accom- 
panied by Frazer, to Mr. Jarvis’s in Queen- 
square, Westminster, to sign the agreement 
respecting Rose Hill* 
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Upon declaring his name, our hero and 
his friend were ushered into the piivatc 
office, where they were very politely re- 
ceived by the solicitor, who instantly pro- 
duced the agreement — “A mere form/’ he 
said, “just to prevent there being any dis- 
pute about the final settlement of the bu- 
siness/’ running it over to his visitors, as it 
specified what deposit- money was requir- 
ed — what mortgages there were upon the 
estates, &c. &c. 

Charles, who understood Mr. Levi had 
given the instructions, and that his lawyer 
approved of it, instantly signed it, promis- 
ing to bring or send the deposit money on 
Monday, declaring “he had no wish to 
hurry lady Susan Delany from the villa, 

( fik igh he was ready, whenever required, 
to redeem the mortgages, and to fulfil every 
other pecuniary arrangement.” 

Mr. Jarvis assured him “ he rejoiced Mr. 
Franklin 'would not come into their terms* 
as he had behaved very rudely throughout 
the whole business.” 

At that moment a clerk entered, saying, 
“ Could you speak three words to a geni 
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tleman, sir ; he will not detain you half a 
minute, he says.” 

“ Did m>t I tell you to deny me ? — Who 
is it?” 

“ Mr. Franklin, sir, and I could not get 
rid of him." 

,r See him by all means/' said our hero; 
“ but there is no need to tell him l am here, 
though he must learn that I am in treaty for 
Rose Hill/' 

"I will be*,upon my guard,” said the 
gratified solicitor, leaving the room ; “ and 
as I will leave the door ajar, you may hear 
all that passes between us.” 

“ Well, Mr. Jarvis,” cried the old man, 
" why you are as difficult of access as a 
prime minister; pray what am I to un- 
derstand from your last better? — do 
mean to cajole me into your terms? 
— Who, pray, is in treaty for Rose Hill ? — 
Why were you so urgent for my final 
answer ? — But I shall not advance % I wrote 
you to the same effect ; I shall not advance 
another farthing, and I must have my- mo- 
ney before the expiration of a month.” 

So you shall, sir, since Rose Hill isac- 
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tually sold ; the agreement respecting the 
terms was signed not an hour ago ; the de- 
posit-money will be paid on Monday; I 
shall require to see the deeds you hold, to 
make them over to the purchaser, who will 
dear off every incumbrance when we meet 
to sign and seal, which I hope we shall do 
in a fortnight at farthest. 0 

“ Are you in earnest 

€i Why should you suppose me other- 
wise ? I am not in the habit of joking when 
talking of business.” 

“ Well, this is more than I expected; — 
Rose Hill sold ! — And pray who is the pur- 
chaser ?’* 

*' Captain Franklin — a nephew ot yours, 
I believe.” 

Captain Frsmklin ! nonsense ! — a ne- 
phew of mihe ! — I have no nephew, sir 
George Franklin excepted, who could 
make such a purfchasc.” 

Cf He ik brother to the baronet; has Jate£ 
ly returned from Spain, where he married 
a granddaughter— M 

“ Of Levi, the Jew diamond -merchant ; 

1 have heard of the connection, and I can 
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now guess where the money is to come 
from — • This is lady Marchmont’s doing, in 
concert with that Levi and my ungrateful 
nqphew; but it is of no consequence; I 
did not want the estates; I merely require 
the money I have advanced — no matter 
who has the villa. Your servant, Mr. 
Jarvis; you might as well have written me 
who was the purchaser ; it would have sav- 
ed me a fatiguing walk, 0 leaving the office 
in no very dulcet humour with either 
Charles, Mr. Levi, or the solicitor, since he 
had lost an excellent bargain by his avarice, 
and was, which provoked him more, out- 
witted by a boy he had once really liked, 
and for whom he had felt his fondness re- 
turning ; but he had now effectually damp- 
ed his rising affection ; h« would washes 
hands of the whole family ; 'where could 
Charles get the money ? — from old Levi 
though, he supposed ; he seemed, like 
John, to be in great haste to squ&nder his 
newly- acquired riches, else he would not 
have paid his debts ; but that was done per- 
haps to provqke him — well, he would give 
the four girls the money he had promised 
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them, and bestow as much more upon lady 
Franklin, and then he would have done 
with the whole family ; and, as a prelimi- 
nary step, he. ordered dame Wood, when 
he returned home, never again to admit 
either sir George, or Mr. John Franklin. 

She, who disliked them both, promised 
obedience. 

While the counsellor was thus venting 
his spleen, and forming fifty different plans 
in as many minutes, our hero and his 
friend paid the emigrant priest another vi- 
sit, and found him preparing for his jour- 
ney ; they made hidi the bearer of very 
kind messages to Beaumanoir, and then, 
wishing to let Mr. Levi know what had oc- 
curred since they parted, they proceeded 
intc^Finsbury-sqjjare, knowing he never 
'dined till five. He was delighted to see 
them, and made them promise to dine with 
him at his vitla at. Hackney the next day— 
they could sleep there, and return to town 
on Monday morning, to do their business 
at the Bank. 

Charles, who had a real affection for him, 
readily agreed to his proposal ; and Frazer 
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declared “he had no engagement that would 
interfere with so pleasant a plan, though 
he must leave town on Wednesday/’ 

Mr. Levi shewed them the pictures for 
which he was indebted to our hero, asking, 
“ whether he was not still greatly indebted to 
captain Franklin ?** and was highly amused 
by their account of the miser’s disappoint- 
ment and vexation. 

Mr. Levi's villa was, like his town house, 
elegant and r commodious ; but certainly 
not to be compared to Rose Hill. A se- 
lect party of friends dined with them ; and 
after spending a very agreeable day, they 
returned into Finsbury-square, where our 
hero’s chariot was in waiting to convey 
them to the Bank ; and as Frazer had never 
‘ been there, he req u i red very 1 i U le pressing t o 
join their party. Mr. Levi preceded theitt 
thither, as he wished to have all ready, and 
they followed him into jhe Consol Office; 
and while Charles was waiting to take his 
turn to sign the books, and thus take pos- 
session of the stock made over to him, Mr. 
Levi touched his shoulder, asking, “ Who 
is that gentleman with his back towards usr* v 
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** I really do not know ; surely it cannot 
be my, uncle ! how altered, if it is ! yet his 
swelled leg warrants the surmise.” 

" It is him/' said Mr. Levi; <€ he has 
been selling out stock to the amount of ten 
thousand pounds ; he has certainly some 
purchase in view." 

Charles thought this very probable, and 
kept looking after him till it came to his 
turn to sign. Mr. Levi had sold out what 
Was required, as the first payment, by Mr. 
Jarvis, at our hero’s request, and put a draft 
into his hand to the amount, upon Messrs. 
*** and Co's, Fleet-street. 

While this was passing, the miser was 
hobbling, rather than walking, away, hav- 
ing stopped at one of the desks, to converse 
j#ith a gentleman, by no means aware 
that he was so near our hero, who now 
remarked two well-dressed young men, who 
seemed to be, like him, watching his move- 
ments, xrtid who followed when he left the 
room. 

€< I should like to know who those young 
feHows are,” said Charles. 

u Possibly they are attending to rccerje 
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the money of the old gentleman;” replied 
Mr. Levi ; u he has received a check upon 
Messrs. *** and Co, Mansion-House-street; 
and as it is all in your road, your curiosity 
may be gratified ; I will be in Brook-street 
in time for dinner, so adieu for the present 
—You will call at Mr. Jarvis’s, I suppose, 
ere you return home.” 

This passed as they were leaving the Bank, 
at the gate of which they separated, when 
Charles telling his footman to follow with 
the carriage, and to keep them in sight, 
while, arm in arm with Frazer, he follow- 
ed his uncle, but at a sufficient distance not 
to be noticed or recognised by him should 
he turn his head ; but he was too intent 
in thought to look round him, and they saw 
hiln enter the banker’s, still closely follcjw-^ 
ed by the young men, who stopped when 
he went into the house. Charles and Fra- 
zer crossed the way, and took their stand in 
front of the Mansion-House, where they 
had a full view of the door, and could not 
avoid seeing him when he came out. - The 
men who had ‘excited their curiosity con- 
tinued to loiter near the soot, conversing 
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for a few minutes -wish two others, nearly 
•of the sara&agie, but moreshabbilvdre&eiii/ 
from whom they partq$j||&t aa'Mr. Frank- 
lin issued fregn the housefwhb neither no* 
liced, or appeared to knpw them, but walk* 
«d on to the Poultry, when he crossed to the 
side on which Charles and FraittSr bad re- 
mained, and seemed to be malting Ihe best 
of his way home. 

“ Shall we get into the chariot ?” asked 
Frazer, ” since I fency we .shall see no 
more ; those young men are certainly un- 
known to Mr. Franklin.” 

“ So it should appear, but I had rather 
follow them a liftlCTlferther on foot, since 
their conduct strikes me ‘as very strange,” 
as the youths ' had crossed immediately 
after the old man, and still continued'' in 
l^s rear. 

. The chariot merely moved on at a foot’s 
pace, and the frktinds walked on till they 
nearly ov$rtoote?the objects of their curio- 
sity; they were laughing at their own 
remarks, and talking very loud, when the 
shabbier pair crossed the street^ and joined 
vot. in. 
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ffidjleea the' trieftdstb l^p^isa ltea r them as 
giving them room to 
'Iinjbose ihev wei®watcKtng->th'eirmot ions : 
,a»4 . OWfHg to tn^aune, ot day, ana the 
tt^ft in the' street, no. Notice was taken, 
other of the party oll$n 
'il^etffiehiftil, as they soon became out- 
Wg^,^5ty* : tBer-ry, and were evidently amus- 
ibg thf^^yes at the expencc of the poor 
did mani^^^eemerfttlwalk in pain; and did 
hotsmake mhch way. ** This was no proof 
of:'t^^j^^;^.^ij|^jrriepd3 remarked, 
wondering who ! ^e^^re» , and why they 
tfeniinpeif ,to;o|jrs^||Mr. franklin. “ Had 
he ^#suppiy|^hSwUh money ? and aF- 
fronted ihem by calling it in before it suit* 
edthem to repay it ?" 

WhUe>'t|ey were thus endeavouring fo 
account for theirrude behaviour, the cW 
roan reached the ch11d-bj|hli nen warehousd. 
the corner of Bow4ane*f «i»d e as several 
carriages were turnihgdownin suecession, 
Mr. ^ranklin riMt edyhimsel f against the 
shop-window, add Sfp^earedao be admiring 
some childrens’. capwset^ou t for sale. This 
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remarks 

lest caaght fejiirf; 

to retoft' b'^a' stern 
ihg on his 
mirth, they 

moment, and shoved the old/j^p #' "tejf pa- 
ces lane, who fi all Jthi 

length in' the middle of -it,, rmrm^' most 
lustily for assistance. Chafps instaO0y^ 
darted forward, and was W||j$m<^*b abb % 
black, leather pocket-bpok hand«tg,,over ;tp 
another mpre in thp badcgrptthd^y oneoC 
the partyf Vfhile ? ppp|]rehtly. assisting, Mr. 
Franklin to risb. .jV^jtfio^itifnifther ceremo* 
ny' our hero knocked hijir'down in the very 
act o'f delivering the prize, whilbthb owe 
who had recei ves if took to his heels, and 
mixing in the. crowd,, ran down Cheapside. 
Him hepursued, dealing Frazer, who was 
regaling the other two with some sma^t 
strokes hf at strong cane he always of late 
used when walking, encouraged by all those 
who had witnessed the transaction ; but as 
he did pot attempt to secure either of them, 
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<«tbey each, made their escape different ways* 
tvhile he supported the If^pci invalid 
jitotp the adjQinin g^ op. Avho -exclaimed, 

• the moment he wassufficiently recovered 
;to > speak, '* I have Ipst tpy pocket-book, 
‘containing: ten thousand ^pounds l — Who 
?svns that kitbcked the villain down themo- 
mept after he had robhed me > 

; “ A frijprid of mine, sir,” replied Frazer, 
“ who has pursued the rascal who received 
jt, and will, ‘I h6pe, be able to restore it to 
you.” 

. " But who is he, sir I had a glance of 
his fate, and I' 'thought his features were 
not unknown to me.” ; . . 

“ Perhaps not, sir ; T only hope he Will 
overtake the thief;” but as a crowd of de-. 
cent people had now entered the shop, 
who wefe all eager to hear the particulars 
from the person most concerned in the 
business, Frazer easily evaded answering 
the sufferer's anxious inquiry, and they 
soon heard ; those without crying, “ Here 
comes the gentleman !” Frazer made his 
way to the door just in time to greet 
Chavles,-wbo, taking him rather on one side. 
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put tR'e pocket-book into his hand—" Do 
you return it, as I do i iOt wish to be known? 
and offer the poor onjrsoul the use of the 
carriage, for fear he should be hustled again 
ere. he reaches -home, as we may not be 
equally successful a second time.” . 
f *Haveypu secured the thief ?*’ 

* f No) when I overtook him, and tripped" 
up his heels, he contrived tq slide the book- 
down upon the pavement, »and he looked 
so woe-begone, I could not find in my heart"- 
to bring huh- to the gallows, so let him es- 
cape; therefore go and deliver the book ; f- 
will wait for you on the other side of the 
church.” .4. - 

Frazer returned into the sHop^and 
Sigjit of his book made the old man start 
from his stool, crying, “ Where is your 
Sfriend, sir ? why did not he bring me the 
book himself?”* / 

' • " He was fearful you- might fancy your- : 
self more obliged to him than to me ; so let 
me advise you to step int<£ his carriage, 
which is at the. door, and wijl convey you 
home, as you ought not to walk with sd 
much money about you.*’ 
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“ Thank you, thank you/’ was the re- 
ply, hobblin'* 1 towaM the <foor, saying, 
" Where is he ?” Sw no Charles appeared 
in sigh*. 

Frazer assisted the old man into the cha- 
rtot, and desiring the sjfrvaht to put up 
the steps, he said, ** Pray give your -own 
orders, sir,” telling the coachman, he 
walked forward, “ You will find ns at 
Messrs. ***, Temple Bar.” 


cji/yp: xix. 

The bewildered Mr. Franklin, after looking 
roynd on all sides, said, jin answer to the 
footman’s repeated queries, " Temple, Pa** 
per-buildings.” 

, ‘The coachman drove off, and had turned 
through the gate, and reached the open 
space leading to his chambers, ere he knew 
where he was. He however pointed to 
the door Ieadjng to his staircase, and hav- 
ing been assisted out by the footman, asked, 
" To whom does this carriage belong ?” 
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** To my’' master, s’y, captain Franklin. oF 
Upper Brook-street." ., 

" Captain Franklin^fof Upper. Brook- 
street 1” repeated the half-incredulous*mi- 
ser, as he stood eyeing tire elegant ecpiV 
page; “ and pray how long has- captain* 
Franklin resided in Upper Brook-strteet?” 

"The house was purchased for bin* by 
Mr. Levi, long ago, ’I understand J but he 
did not take possession of.it till last week.. 
He is bijt just returned from Spain — yon* 
must haye read his .name* often enough in- 
the papers." 

The old man had, heard enough, and was 
now eager to dismiss both carriage and ser- 
vants. lie had, while speaking, been fum- 
bling in his pocket; a three-shilling token- 
fisSt presented itself; but asa shilling peep- 
jed from underneath, he could not resolve 
to part with the former; so giving the man * 
the latter, he hastened, or rather hobble^* 
to his chambers, where, throwing himself 
into an arm chair, he examined the con* 
tents of his pocket-book. The money was 
safe ; he offered up his tlfanks for the 
timely succour. which had been afforded 



<00 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

him, though he wished some of the rogues had 
been secured; but his nephew’s kind inter- 
ference fcon tin tied ujipermost'in his mind— r 
“ He should not have purchased Rose Hill,” 
he mentally exdaimed ; "that was cer- 
tainly dpne to perplex me ; yet. Upon re- 
flection, might he know I was in treaty for 
it ? — That- lady Marchmont is a Tartar- -f 
affronted her> and she would go any length 
to spite me— TftW, too, he was not likely to 
befriend me. Cnarles may not be so much 
. to blame ; but why not return me piy pocket- 
book ? — that must bp owing to his pride. 
Would he be able to support the splendid 
style he had launched out into ? — yes, if he 
could purchase Rose Hill ; he would like 
to know a little more about him ; neither 
of his Brothers would hatfe been equally 
alert, admitting policy had induced them 
to wish to rescue him; they would not have 
d\red to cope with such a gang ; nor had 
they chosen to tell him where, how, nor 
in what style Charles lived, who was the 
only one who possessed a grain of spirir, 
and he went into the other extreme.” 

Dame Wood opened the door to in- 
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quire “ whether the chicken was to be 
boiled or roasted ?”„ 

“ Roasted. Has doctor been here ? 
my leg -feels very stiff and uncomfortable." 

“ No, sir ; I thought it had been him, till 
1 saw you alighting from that handsome car- 
riage — What beautiful horses ! — how th'cy 
pranced when the man turned round l-s-I 
suppose it belongs to some lord.” 

<r I suppose you are ^||^rating, inquisi- 
tive old fodl — a lord indeed ! It belongs 
to your fafvourile Charles Franklin.” 

“ To my master ’Charles, sir?" 

" Yes, I tell you ; are you satisfied P" 

“ Yes, indeed, sir ; I only wish he had 
come home with you !** 

*• lie did not % choose to do so, as he had 
a fair opportunity ; but he is as much too 
proud as his sneaking brothers arc too hum- 
ble." 

The stopping of the surgeon’s carriage 
obliged the anxious Dorothy to lca\e the 
room. 

The medical man thought his patient 
seemed much agitated, and having lelt hft 
•pulse,, he made the remark. 
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The old man rcjhted the misfor.tune which 
had befallen him,cleclarirfg ""he should 
have been a mofe afevere suffereiit&f twqf 
gentlemen had not come to his assistance,” 
minutely dwelling upon . the loss of his* 
pQ^et-book; and its restoration. * 

The surgeon declared " he must have 
been insane^to have attempted walking tti 
the 6ank/a^4b;e,date,d not have ventured to 
have .refdrftcd;|H foot'with such, a sum 
about hittr ; . hrtWd been peculiarly fortu- 
nate upon the whole, since fefy-people 
liked to interfere \tfith shell gangs?* 

The miser sighed assent; and his medi- 
cal attendant, after giving him some gene- 
ral advice and stricter ^cautions, left him 
to ponder over the gallantry pf his once- 
favourite Charles, when dame Wood again 
broke in upon him, to tell bin* the postman' 
bad left a letter for him during his -absence, 
‘"Why did not you give it me before ? — 
Chesham — r from lady Franklin — means 
to be in town to-night,” he muttered, "and 
to call upon me to-morrow. She is a good 
manager ; she will notaflTord mean oppor- 
tunity to decline her visit— -Well, let her 
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rome; I will, give her the money Charles 
preserved, and fhen endeavour to banish, 
live whole family from my mind. Ungrate- 
fal boy ! he ought to have seen me home." 

Thus did he continue one moment to* 
extol, the next to blame our hero, whd 
had reached Messrs. *** soon after the cha- 
ffot stopped there. ' 

Both he and Frazer were very glad Pro- 
vidence had sent them to tlhe rescue of the 
poor old invalid, whom Charles declared he 1 
should not have recognised-; and he now 
asked the footman “ how* they had left 
the old gentleman ?" 

'llie man related all that passed, and 
displajed the shilling he had given him. 

The friends laughed at his recital; and 
having done their business at the bankers, 
proceeded to Mr. Jarvis’s, to whom Charles 
paid *the moruey he had received, and 
learnt from him that lady Marchinont add 
lady Susan were come to town, as the elder 
lady was very anxious to put the finishing 
stroke to the business in Jiand ; adding, 
“’They are in Wim pole-street, at the houJC 
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which was the fate carl of Kintnare’s, which 
is also to be sold.” 

- Charles said he should look in tfitpn tfrrJ 
ladies during their. stay ; and having .done 
his 'business, drove horde, Frazer, leaving 
agreed to dress and dine in Brook-street, 
where our hero also found a letter from 
lady Franklin, Who hoped to be. with him> 
between sOven and eight; Ed ward: would 
be her oply companion, as her daughters 
jvere hot partial to London in the summer. 
'..•Before he dressed, Charles 'ran into 
Pbrtland-pface, to invite .the colonel and 
his sisters to sup with their mother; they 
readily acceded to the proposal, and he 
found Mr. Levi, when he returned, rejoic- 
ing in the idea of seeing her ladyship. Ho 
had brought the promised jewels with him, 
whidi were elegant in the extreme, and suit- 
able to the spirit and fortune of the .d«nor, 
and to the rank in life of Mrs. Moncrief. 
Need we say. that this family-party, when 
assembled, were' as as^atfy of them 

had ever felt themselves ? ‘ - 

<>Lady Franklin admired the house, and all 
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the thereunto's, and readily undertook to 
present thojeWels, which were accepted as- 
j*Qipfa-j0 .Charles'* regards arid Tendered 
coloftel Moncrief still tfiore his friend'tftan' 
heretcrtbre; he wished the same party,, in- 
cluding Sfr^Levi, to have dined' in/ Port- 
land-place tire next day; but lady Frank- 
JTn preferred Wednesday; aruhthus it was 
fixed, and they separated at a late hour, 
without any mention having been made 
of either the baronet or John, as the la tter 
had both given and taken offence to and 
at the Moncriefe, therefore had ceased fo 
visit them. • 


CHAP. XX. 


. ■ i 

Lady Franklin, who had learnt from Chailes 
hrow dearly the counsellor had like to hate 
paid fpr his visit to the Bank, hoped to turn 
his kind interference to.his.advantage; she 
was^ttretefore punctual to a moment to liter 
dj^peiiiment, and found him seated in Ids 
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arm-chair, but so altered, she made an In- 
voluntary start as she approached him. 

tl I do not worider at your surprise, lady 
Fratrklin/’ said he. 'attempting to rise*} “ I 
am glad to see you. since it is prdbabiy 
for the hrtt time ; I am wondeitfully altered 
since we last met." 

“ I am titHy sorry to see you look so iUj’ 
“sir; but I should advise change of air ; Lon- 
don must be unpleasant at this season,” 
taking the chair which had been placed for 
ber.iand listening with attentive patiet.ee, 
,an 4 d apparent interest, (o his account of his 
complaints. 

No mode df conduct could have been 
more Haltering to the invalid, who next 
revolted to her familj — “ I 'have ordered 
my door to be shut against sir George and 
Mr. John Franklin*/' entering into the de- 
tails, which we shall not repeat. 

Lady Franklin assured him “ this was the 
first word she had heard of John’s arrest,’’ 
condemning him very freely. 

And pray, my lady, why was I to be 
kept in ignorance of Charles’s accession of 
foi tune f— and why was he encouraged. 
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perhaps by you, to purchase. Rose Hill, on 
purpose to’ vex me?" 

" Tq>||e first, of .your very natural, ques- 
tiotfcsysfr,'! reply, thaj Icameto toW<}*prUr- 
poselj^to give you every information 
specti ng*'"®h»il es, who came down tQ Cla- 
vei;ton this d|y week, when I learnt, with 
y.s much su rprise, but certainly, more plea- 
sure’, that he was in treaty for Rose' Hill, 
lie accompanied Mr. Levi to Watford op 
the Sunday-— heard the house was to be sold 
' — and I dare believe„he expressed his wish 
to become a purefca^ty, before he knew,* «r 
even guessed, you wished- to have the es- 
tate, as he supposed that it had merely 
been offered you as being the mdrlj’nyi’e. 
Lady Marchmont managed the business.” 

“ 1 thought* as much; I knew where 
the blame lay." 

“ I do not mean to exonerate Charles, 
srr, at,any body’s expence; but this I yill 
take uponyftyself to say, if you stifl really 
wish to purchase the estate, and upon the 
same terms he has offered, ft shall be yours." 

", No, no ; I want neither house nor lepid 
— -Charles did not wish to spite me, and la- 
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dy Marchmont spirited him up to dome to 
their terms.” " ' /.. . 

He, might also wish to confetti obli- 
gation upon lady SbsanDelany; Who, /Seems 
to have made' a very favourable impression 
up^nhiBi." 

" She fe a fine young wo^an ; l once 
wished to bring about a ma ten*/ .betw.e/5.*? 
.them, btit I had, a higher' opinion of her 
judgment then jhan I have now— still she 
has many* good qualities; and as Charles 
has bought the estates, , why not take the 
M'cumbrflncc ? But jitby, how came he to 
be rich enough to make this purchase?" 

Lady Franklin repeated, even ih quoted 
detail, all her son had told her, dwelling 
upon Mr. Levi’s marks of affection towards 
him, and upon his, Charles’s, generosity to- 
wards- Edward and Louisa, not forgetting 
his present of jewels to Mrs. Moncrief, 
not Mjj Levi’s offerings to the other sis- 
ters. 

The old roan se'emed lost in wonder and 
amaze — " Fifteen thousand a year ! yes, 
he*can afford to keep his carriage ! and I 
am Happy to hear he has been so kind is-—- 
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Edward^and Louisa — I know 'why he was 
rot equally kind to 'John — silly fool ! but 
he .is, $j|| eVer was, like his father,,# most 
shallow 'politician. Yq^have heard, I*sup-| 
pose, that Charles and some friend 
fered id'R'.yr he ha IT yesterday, and enabled 
me to give you the promised money fot> 
vour four daughters ? There.it is, and two' 
ihousannrnbre, which you may, when you 
die, leave to Laura— she does not want it-; 
now.” Lady Franklin retifrned her thanktk 
in very appropriate terms, and he continu- 
ed, “ You may teU Charles, I feel myself 
greatly obliged to him ; though his pride- 1 
induced him to shun my notice, he ought 
to have seen me home,” , * 

“ I am convinced he was fearful you 
wbuld have f£lt*hnrt hau you known, who 
had come to your rescue,. since this note, 
which was put into his hands when he 
called upon J-oJUn, and which he put into- 
mine at Claw^rton, led him to supple you 
would evenTesent his being noticed by any 
of his family. George’s wife confirmed 
him in. this idea, by telling him you never. 
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his name mentioned without reviling 

him.” 

" Sh*,jied !” roared the oid £ ''she 
Jji'&d h—./ohn va\at tvoj so* candid .with 
9 sly hjpocrite! — Yes, jes; he and* 
Gqjprgenvished to prevent Us from njeet-*- 
mg ” 

** $0 I to|d Charles/' rektmed lady* 
Franklin; ” and belm e me, sir/I shoufld" 
Hot thus-s-r-wiil not say plead his cause, 
because I am sifre yotir own heart acquits* 
him of having of late wilfully offended you ; 
fcflrt I should hot even- have entered into* 
these explanations, if he had not been so 
amply provided for, that you cannot attri- 
bute my wish to do him justice to interest- 
ed motives; bad I undertaken the defence 
of John, you must ha\e thofightso ; but — " 

“I do yoir justice, my dear madam ; I’ 
feel obliged by your kind wish to set my 
mind afjfease. Charles’s conduct has been 
onifjprff throughout ; I alone Vas to blame 
for our long estrangement; ana even when 
1 most blamed him, Tfelt I loved him, since 
but for him I should not now have been 
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here ; and only yesterday he risked h%pfe- 
t« preserve mine, and to regain mypro* 

P crt y^«^ tin r * nto tears, j)ac$^4r atf** 
ftclioA'for his nephe^,;|»aniy- ^■d^ceri» ; 
for himself, as his eyes were dirfectietf'licr^' 
wards ms immense swollen leg* whigb> .eat*' 
tended -at length, reared upotvailool; 

Lady ^^nklirv found she had touched 
•4hc right chord ; and.- as she really pitied 
the poor old man; Beivemoticm becante* vi- 
sible, till drying his eyes, \fr. Franklins 
sinned— “I grow r foolish in my old ag££ 
but these are not the first tears Idifive shed 
upon Charleses account, as I could hot so 
easily banish him from my heart as from 
my roof ; however, all is for the best ; 
Providence is just ; I have been miserable 
—nay, perhaps*owe my complaints to (ret- 
ting, while he has.- made his way nobly, 
married advantageously, and acquired ma* 
ny powerful JKends : does not hedespjse 
the old miyf? for such he ever foWt^c; 
T caught a^glimpse- of his well-known face 
the moment he laid the mffian at my. feet, 
<ul then darted off like lightning to reqo- 
v§£ # m.y packetrbook. Ilad he restored j.t 
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tt> g le, I should have behaved like a child ; 
so tejl me truly, does he wish to be recon- 
ciled tfikm e ? j — M yti me h e re will t^.$hort, ,r 
. cist ift holy- ^ glance-, af his 

' I assure you, sir," he speaks- of you with 
gratitude; like you., he thinks Providence 
ordOrsevory thing for the beshs jsince- bu t 
forfyour having perhaps rather too seri- 
ously resented a juvenile error, he should 
not . have acquired his present high.milUary 
reputation ; had he not*; I ' may say, made 
Hjs fortune, I dare, say dfec would not have 
been so truly humble as he now appears to 
be; and 'he told me at Claverton, ‘that 
he should-hail the slightest intimation from 
you' of a wish to see- him, as a proof that 
you stilt remembered him with regard;* 
and I will be answerable for his paying you 
an immediate; visit, since he never was ac- 
tuated, by interested motives; and now, 
ev must give him credit for his be- 

ing solely actuated by duty and’respect.” 

“ He is the Only one of your children 
wjio ever did trie a service, or really loved 
me. Sir George and John would have b ow. 
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cd to Buy wig-block had I required them ; 
Charles has more proper pride ; I acted 
very tmteh as he has done at the same age 
—you Ict&w to what I alludc; but where 
ishe?'’ 

“ I left him at home, blit proposing to 
■pay a visit tb lady Susan Delany ; .but he 
promised to return in time tp accompany 
me into Portland- place — indepd lie treats 
me with more deference than either of his 
•elder brothers.” 

“ The -selfish, principle is too active in 
their bosoms; theji are never polite but* 
to those from whom they hope to -be gain- 
ers. Have you seen Levi — the Jew, I 
mean ? ,f 

Lady Franklin replied in the affirmafite, 
declaring " he v£is a most agreeable com- 
panion, and, she believed, a most excellent 
mail." 

ff You canno) say more in his praise thay 
he deserves; A was very rude to hinfscupe 
time ago ; Ctharles shall mediate between 
us, since if he is inclined to pay me a visit, 
the sooner the better; so din you and he* 
make it convenient to dine with me ? I 
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shall not attempt t,o treat you ; but I am 
all%npatience to see him ; I may not be 
hepeSsfeig,' -therefore I have- .nd.jt.ifpe to ' 
waste Jn form and ceremony.” 

-‘Then -as it may derange you less, 
though X hope yon are by no means in the 
state you, seem to suppose, 'Shall I send him 
to dine with you, and join you at tea ?” 

You. are truly considerate ; I am well 
aware' of my situation, and that medicine 
dan prove. of no avail ; I had hopes till this 
very morning I might recover, and that my 
doctor had- been dfeeiv^d in rhy complaint; 
"but it has been too rapid in its progress to 
allow me tocloubt his skill. Me wishes me 
to have my leg scarified — I have hot deci- 
ded; but I wont detain you, as you will 
send me word if Charles cannot, or- will 
not come.” 

“ I am certain he would forego the most 
alluring engagement to .convince yon 
. of his-cegard ; he has certainty -from a child 
been my favourite ; but lam yearly as par- 
tial to Edward„i,aura, and Louisa— Perhaps 
you woujd like to see. some, . or all of 
them ?’* 
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*' Edward is a good lad; he -is to have 
the living in the family gift ; sip George 
dare not disappoint him — him I should 
like, to sej*;. • The girls must excus^ die-; 
they have my best wishes, and I May. do 
something more for them, but. I cannot ad- 
mit their visits — you may- bring Edward to 
tea." 

This her ladyship promised to do, a'nd 
rcturncd in most .excellent spirits into 
Brook-street, where, fortunately, -as she 
thought, she foiled our hero at home, and 
alone, Edward: being gone to visit some 
college friends, and j^ra-zer having left townc 
to Charles she hastily repeated ail 'that .had 
past between her and Mr. Franklin, assur- 
ing her favourite “ he might now mould 
*he repentant sufferer to do or say jiny 
tlfing he chose.’^ 

Charles was flattered by his acknowledg- 
ed regard for him, and avowed wish to see 
him, but disclaimed all idea of attempting 
to influence him with respect to the disp*o- 
jsal of his property, adding, " I certainly 
pity him, and think it my duty to cheer 
his declining life ; but I cannot either re- 
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specter esteem him. George and John 
Ij^Ve. cfefeated their own purposes ; I could 
iiaw^tpld them that he was not to.be coaxed, 

oranped out of his money; afcd John- ” 

"Why John, but for you, I find, would 
have been ifi a prison/’ interrupted lady 
Franklin ; “ and hrfr reception of you, and 
sir George’s mean duplicity towards you 
/both, has done their business with the old 
gentleman. lie dines at four, so go to ypiir 
toilet, that he may have time to recover 
himself before°yo^sit down to table. Poor 
dame Wood will be aSSSh u cfcf ejo iced as he 
\>vill ; she, begged ' I would give her duty 
to Mr. :C, ha rles./ 

" Poor old soul \ she shall be my care, 
should my uncle forget to reward her long 
and faithful services;” so having settled 
that lady Franklin and Edward should difie 
in Krook-strcet* and told her that he, 
Charles, had called in Wim pole-street, but 
had not found the ladies at home, he sat 
down to his toilet;' and thenhaving order- 
ed his carriage, drove to Papfcr-buildings, 
much softened 4n the .miser’s favour, owing 
to his mother’s’judicious representations. 
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CHAP. xxr. 

The counsellor had spent the intervening 
two hours in great anxiety of mind. Dame 
Wood had ordered dinner from the coffee- 
house he had used to frequent when in 
health, and had wondered at this unusual 
excess, not knowing whom he expected, as, 
fearTtlf he might be disappointed, Mr. 
Franklin had not prepared heft to expect her 
favourite. ' 

Convinced now tjiat he had a very short 
time to live, he wished to prepare himself 
not only to render up his<occounts in this 
world, but also to appear at a still more 
awful tribunal; he therefore seriously, and 
pcPhaps for the first time, resolved to do 
his duty towards his relatives, while he 
also wished that some part of his immense 
wealth had been more honourably obtained, 
Hitherto he had made no will, never hav- 
ing been abl? to decide how to dispose of 
his money; sometimes he had resolved to 

vqL, hi. fc 
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found various public charities ; but 'flow 
h« recollected he had promised to make 
Cbarl.es his heir, and he would do more 
good tvith his money than any trustees he 
could appoint. Such were his thoughts, 
when he heard a carriage stop under his 
windows. His whole frame shook, and in 
another minute he heard dame Wood 
•bastily open the outer door, exclaiming, 
“God be praised ! I shjll die content^.” 
and the well-known voice of his nephew, 
kindly greeting her,' and inquiring for his 
uncle, who rose the moment he appeared, 
•extended his arms, and the next moment 
he pressed his nephew to his bosom, where 
he held him fora minute or more, sobbing 
like a child, and unable to articulate a 
word. 

Charles gently reseated him, having Cer- 
tainly participated in his .emotions, and 
took a chair next him, still holding his 
hand, as he now most truly pitied and sin- 
cerely forgave the poor old man for all his 
•former unkindness — indeed be merely at 
this moment ’recollected the solid benefit 
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he had derived Yrom the education he had 
given him. 

The counsellor was an excellent judge 
of the human heart, and he gave our hero 
full credit for all his countenance express- 
ed, while he faintly articulated, “I see I have 
one friend left who feels interested in my 
welfare ; jtou are returned just in time, my. 
dear boy, to close my eyes ; I have much 
to sinawer for on your account, though I 
very unintentionally did you«a real service, 
when I suffered passion fo cloud my better 
reason ; but I am now completely humbled, 
and, I hope, resigned to my fate.” 

Charles said every thing that was likely 
to cheer his spirits, and took blame to him- 
self for not having endeavoured to depre- 
cate his anger, siijce he had certainly lain 
himself open to his censure by his impru- 
dence. 

“ Say no more ; you merely fell into a 
common 'error ; I acted like a tyrant — but 
here comes dame Wood and dinner — Well, 

4 

you old loot, have 1 pleased you now ?” 

“Godwin heaven bless and preserve you 

i,2 
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.and v|jj|y dear young master, sir! I liave 
been crying for joy ever since I let him in 
— you will have a real friend to com- 
fo/t you, and who wont visit you for the 
1 utre of gain.” * 

Charles enffered|i.hto discourse with the 
.poor old soul, who waited upon them’d ti- 
riiftg their meal ; and certainly 4t was a mi- 
ser’s feast,-;and rather more profuse than 
the last dinner he had partaken e f i'n the 
sameroom ; .but a handsome dessert having 
been placed before them, and some excel- 
lent wine, they were again left alone, when 
Charles, to amuse tfie old man, recapitu- 
lated his military adventures — his impri- 
sonment/ -discovery of donna. Victoria, 
subsequent 1 escape, and marriage — her 
death, what he had comp into possession of, 
&c. &c. 

Mr. Franklin was all attention ; and hav- 
ing commented upon each event, reverted 
to his purchase of Hose Hill, inquiring what 
he had agreed to give for that and the ad- 
joining estates ? 

lie told him very candidly, entering into 
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various details ; but did not- mention-hav- 
ing been at Mr. Jarvis’s when he called. 

“ They will be no bad bargain eyen at 
that price,” said the old man; “ and that 
you may come idto them the more easily, I 
will give yotj up the m$ptgage-deeds which 
I Hold — Not a word ! {surely. I have as great 
a right to display my generosity as Mr. 
Levi; so now give me your opinion of lady 
Susai.'.'-’J' 

Charles spoke of her in» the highest 
terms, declaring “ that he had almost made 
lip his mind to make proposals to her, to 
which he had been encouraged by lady 
Marchmont.” 

“ Then do so, without loss of time ; you 
cannot oblige me more ; you are naturally 
of a domestic turn, and she will make you 
an excellent wife. I cannot hope I shall 
be spared to see you married, though me- 
thinks your being so would smooth my pas- 
sage to eternity — your countenance tells* 
me you pity my weakness, and can feel for 
my situation ; you do not wish, as I did, to 
triumph over your elder brothers — I fear I 
was Actuated hy very dishonourable mo* 
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tiyes<|gBut do, my dear boy, indulge me so 
far as to make proposals to lady Susan ; I 
"will hold out a bribe to tempt you to 
obljge me, because your proud spirit would, 
very properly, induce you to spurn at the 
offer ; George or^ohn would not be so 
scrupulous ;* to yo tf I shall only plead my 
lykhes.” 

11 And they so exactly coincide with my 
own, that I claim no merit for promising to 
oblige you, s*y: I will call upon lady Susan 
to-morrow, and offer myseif to her accept- 
ance, and I will plead yoiir wishes in ex- 
cuse for my precipitancy." 

Mr. Franklin seized his hand, which he 
pressed, while he looked him affectionately 
in the face, saying, “ How much I have 
been my own enemy !*' c He then hobbled 
into his bed-room, where stood his iron- 
chest, and soon returning, put some deeds 
into our hero’s hands — “ Those are the title- 
deeds 1 received from lord Kiftmare ; 1 
give them you as a small proof of my. re- 
gard; to-morrow I will be prepared with a 
deed in fornv, making them overyto vou, 
'though that is a mere matter of form, fince 
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possession, you know, is a great point in 
law."" He was proceeding to make great 
promises to his favourite, when lady Frank- 
lin and Edward arrived, lie was very, po- 
lite to the former, and seemed pleased with 
the latter; the more so, for perceiving his 
partiality to Charles. After a little gene- 
ral discourse, Mr. Franklin said, “ Charles 
has been telling* me, lady Franklin, you 
have a house in view— pray secure it im- 
mediately ; I will make the purchase, and 
yovi must accept it as a proof of my re- 
gard.*' 

° • 

Her ladyship was flattered and gratified, 

and promised to write to her solicitor at 
Chcsham the next day ; but having drank 
their tea, as the old man looked fatigued, 
they took their Jcavc, Charles promising 
to see him again in the morning ; and ihc 
invalid felt himself in such a happv frirne 
of mind, he resolved to get rid* of Ins su- 
perfluous cash as fast as lie could. 
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CHAP, XXII. 

To the no small surprise of the trio, they 
were informed when they reached Brook- 
street, that sir George Franklin was waiting 
-return of lady Franklin in the drawing- 
room. 

wish I had known as much ere we 
left the Tempi, e/ 9 said her ladyship, who 
had entered the front parlour with her 
sons; “ we would have proceeded imme- 
diately into Portland-p'lace, where I have 
engaged us all to supper. 9 * 

" Then I will go f orward and announce 
your approach,*’ said the laughing Charles,. 
c< since you, my dear madaip, and Ed ware}, 
must receive the baronet.’* 

“ No, pray wait for me ; he shall not 
detain us many minutes,*’ ascending the 
stairs in no very pacific mood towards sir 
George, who. welcomed her to town in ve- 
ry polite terms, hoping she wdu)d favour 
him and lady Franklin with a few djys ere 
she returned to Claverton, where he re- 
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quested "she would remain as long as it 
suited- her- convenience, as he and lady 
Franklin were going to Ramsgate for the 
summer.'' 

" Not upon my account, I hope,” she 
replied, “ as I shall remove in a week or 
ten days at farthest.” 

The ljarojnet bowed his satisfaction, say- 
ing, " How is Charles? was- he of your 
party to my uncle’s ? as his servants told 
me you were in Paper-buildings, and I saw 
he returned in your coach..” 

“ He dined tete-a-tete with the old gen- 
tleman, by special invitation, and is, I am 
happy to .inform you, a greater favourite 
than ever.” 

“ Because he is grown a very rich mgn, 
I suppose,” said, tfie baronet, in a sarcastic 
tone ; " he paid me a visit the day he set 
out for Claverton ; had he given himself 
as many airs at his uncle’s, I much doubt 
his havin’g got into favour.” 

“ You have not raised yourself in either 
your uncle's or my esteem, sir George, by 
the reception. you gave him.’.' 
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*‘What,he hasbeen complaining! believe 
me, madam, I had the most reason, though 

I suppose he was set on ” 

“rBy me, perhaps ; but he is not so ea- 
sily duped into doing the dirty work of 
others as your brother John, who, at your 
instigation, he wrote me, refused to see 
Charles, who has since paid his debts, when 
you caused him to be arrested, to ruin him 
in your uncle’s esteem, ” 

Sir George Was so confounded, he merely 
stammered out, " that he would not de- 
tain her, as her carriage continued in wait- 
ing/’ * and' departed, without asking to see 
the master of the house. 

“ How. could his mother have learnt that 
he .had any band in John’s arrest? — and 
how came that capricious old miser 1o 
make it up with Charles ? He would call 
upon him in the morning — Charles could 
not be there again so soon.” 

John, who had not heard of his mother’s 
*t>eing in town, had also resolved to call in 
Paper-buildingr, as it was a holiday at his 
office; he therefore went there at pleven, 
but was denied admittance. He m v et sir 
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George as he was returning down stairs, 
and a pretty warm debate took place be- 
tween them, as he accused the baroflet of 
having undermined him in his uncle's. es- 
teem — of having caused his arrest, &c.: 
sir George retorted still more rudely ; but 
from him John learnt where his mother 
was, and that Charles was again friends 
with the old man ; he therefore returned 
home to write to lady Franklin and his bro- 
ther; while sir George. was>, to his much 
greater mortification, also denied admit- 
tance. “ Was captaig Franklin with his un- 
de ?” he asked dame Wood, who shut the 
door in his face while saying “ No/’ and 
he retraced his steps into Gower-street, 
more angry than he had been the over- 
night, but lay in# plans to bring about a 
reconciliation between himself and Charles, 
who seemed to have assumed the shape of 
his evil genius , and to be fated to crush all 
his rising hopes. 

Charles had meanwhile paid his promis- 
ed visit into Wimpole street ; and. as his 
good genius prevailed, lady. Susan was at 
homeland alone, .which enabled him to 



528 THIS SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

enter, after a short preface, upon the pur- 
port of his visit. Few men could have 
pleade^ their, own cause better, nor have 
more, completely overruled the few objec- 
tion^ she ventured to start— the plea of the 
shortness oftheiracquaintance, hewoukl not 
admit. — his uncle’s declining State, and anx- 
ious wishes, he urged in excuse of his pre- 
cipitation ; and as he had a friend in the 
citadel, lady Susan did not prove inexor- 
able. She desired him to apply to lady 
Marchmont, and to the earl, adding, “ I 
owe duty and respcit to the latter, and a 
compliment to the forrfier ; but 1 shall not 
forget that I am my own mistress.” 

Charles thanked her more for the last 
hint than for all her former concessions, 
and'*was raising her hand to his lips, whqn 
lady Marchmont bounced into the room, 
and soon drove lady Susan from the field. 
She was, and seemed delighted. “ This is 
aV mv doing — leave every thing to me ; 
the poor old fellow shall not be disap- 
pointed; there requires no preparation — . 
all may be really in a month; so not to 
lose time, sit down - where you are, and 
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write to the earl ; he will like to know 
what you mean to settle upon Susan, and 
all that; I will inclose your letter in mine, 
and I make myself answerable for my Iprd's 
consent ; in four days we shall have an 
answer; then the lawyers may get to work ; 
and the sooner the parson and ring * ” 
the better.” 

Our hero did as she desired, offering to 
settle Rose Hill and the adjacent estates 
upon lady Susan and her heirs, and request- 
ing the earl would make any additions he 
thought necessary, and fix her pin-money, 
having of course previously entered into 
every requisite detail respecting his own 
fortune, family, and connexions. 

Lady Marchmont run over the epistle, 
pronounced it unanswerable, and dismissed 
•our hero, after inviting him to repeat his 
visits; and he proceeded to the Temple, to 
gratify his uncle with the account of his 
success: 

Mr. Franklin listened with delight to Ins 
relation. — Lord Marchmont would be a 
fool t<r refuse such an off^r, which I shall 
back >Vith some very weighty arguments, ks 
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I mean to put you in possession of all I am 
worth before I die ; I ppomised to make 
you my heir, and I will keep my word/ I 
shall,* nay, I have made a few memoran- 
dums, to which I know you will strictly ad- 
here, as I shall not make a will, by which 
means you will save the legacy-duty, and 
no bne will know the exact extent of your 
property. To sir George, whom I may see 
once more for that purpose,, I shall give 
my chambers, furnished as they now are, 
after my death, well understood; you shall 
cqme into your share' sqoner.° 

' “ But surely, my dear sir,” replied our 

hero, " grateful as I feel for the con- 
fidence you seem inclined to place in me, 
you are not acting with your accustomed 
prudence, as you certainly may recover, 
or, at all events, live many years.” 

“ Then a miracle must be worked in my 
favour, my dear boy, since nothing short 
of that can save me ; and admitting I should 
linger longer than I expe- t. I shall only be 
a dependant upqn your kindness; and you 
are the only person I ever n all} loved, and 
whom I in vain endeavoured to shut i ut of 
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my heart. I never was so happy as you 
have made me since our reconciliation; 
and I will, if possible, increase your feli- 
city, by increasing your power of doing 
good. Sir George will endeavour to gloss 
over his late treatment of you, I make no 
doubt, and you may as well affect to be 
the dupe of his French plate. John will be 
equally politic; and as he will never be a 
rich man, why, let him bask a little under 
your protection. Edward rfially loves you ; 
I need not prescribe you a rule of conduct 
towards him. To ^our elder sisters cont'v- 

j 

micNcivil ; they will return the compli- 
ment. Louisa will doubtless marry well ; 
she and Laura arc good girls, and I shall 
not overlook their claims upon ; me so flow 
good-bye; look*in upon me in the even- 
ing, and bring your mother and; if Mr. 
Levi will join your party, he will oblige 
me — Tell him 1 am truly sorry I gave hipi 
such reason to feel offended with me the 
last time we met, and that I shall die the 
easier if^assured of his forgiveness.’* 

The old man’s tears were jJroofsof his sin- 
cerity/ and Charles was scarcely less affect- 
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ed ; but having promised to see him again 
in the evening, he hastened into Finsbury- 
square ; and need we add, that th* worthy 
Mr. Levi promised to meet him in Paper- 
buildings. 

Lady Franklin was truly rejoiced when, 
she learnt her son’s success; and thoug.i 
they were engaged to dine in Portland- 
place, she and Charles met Mr Levi at the 
counsellor’s, who, after talking a short time 
with our hero, desired him to return to the. 
colonel’s — he should detain his mother and 
Mr, Levi, as he had much to say to then . 

< Charles, though really anxious to con- 
tribute to his comfort, joyfully returned 
to the younger- family circle, who all de- 
clared themselves the counsellor’s debtors 
for having suffered him to join the part}, 
which was increased by Mr. Levi and her 
ladyship before supper, and they all agreed, 
to dine in Finsbury-square the following, 
day. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Charles divided his time between his und^,: 
hU family, and lady Susan, till the wished-for 
cowers from lord Marchmont arrived, which 
were highly satisfactory to all parties, and 
enabled our hero, with her ladyship’s full 
consent, to set Mr. Jarvis, her solicitor, and 
Mr. Greenwood, his uncle’s neighbour,, 
(who had brought about the reconciliation 
between him a id sir George nearly thirty 
\\ s avA before ) to wofk. 

Mr. Levi was a constant visitor in Paper- 
buildings, as was lady Franklin; and the 
dav after lord Marclunont’s letter had been 
received, our hero, by particular invita- 
tion, spent the evening with Mr. Franklin, 
who had at last agreed to submit to having 
one, if not both, his legs scarified the next 
dav ; but he had such a dread of a mortify- 
ration ensuing, that he was resolved to set- 
tie all his Worldly affairs previous to the 
operation*"? and he now, fti conjunction 
with Mr. Greenwood and Sir. Jarvis, wh? 
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had drawn up the proper deeds, made over 
every farthing he was worth to his beloved 
Charles. His broker was present*, whcv 
had, by his orders, transferred all his mo- 
Dfy in the stocks, amounting, to an im- 
mense sum, into Charles's name> and he 
made our hero promise, to accept it the 
first thing in the morning; he then gave 
him up all the bonds, bills*, or mortgage- 
deeds, he held as securities for sums lent* . 
merely retaining a small sum for his cur- 
rent expcnces, saying, " he had done with 
this world, and only wished to prepare him- 
self for a better, therefore Charles ^uust- 
henceforth regulate all his concerns, and 
pay his doctors,” &.c. He then, in presence 
of the three gentlemen, gave Charles a 
note for sir George, to Ajhom he gave Iris 
chambers furnished, as they stood, after his 
demise. He* next -gave him the memoran- 
dums he had drawn up, which our hero 
read aloud, declaring his resolution to 
make over every sum he mentioned in the 
course of the succeeding, day, though he 
made no doub’i his uncle was convinced' 
that even a hint of his would be h^ld sa- 
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cred. But every minutiae of business be- 
ing at .last settled quite to the old gentle- 
man’s satisfaction, the lawyers •and broker 
departed, when Mr. Franklin reverted to 
the proposed operation, which he seemed 
greatly to dread. 

Charles said every thing likely to fortify 
his mind and cheer his spirits, promising 
to support him by his presence — and, in- 
deed, he was resolved not to leave him till 
it was over, not that he expected it would 
be attended by any but beneficial, conse- 
quences, but he found his presence was 
fcttosolatory to the old gentleman, who ha<i 
more than fulfilled every promise he had 
made him; he therefore sent word home 
that he should not return that ni^ht, de- 
siring Sutton iyight attend him in the- 
ihorning, and requesting lady Franklin and 
Edward would look irmpon the olii gentle- 
man before the surgeons arrived, r«s he had 
insisted upon two of the most eminent 4n 
town attending with the gentleman whom 
his uncle had called in ; and sincerely did 
lie rejolxe at finding his presence and con- 
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versation prevented the old gentleman 
from dwelling upon the future. 

They sat jjll a late hour; and at an early 
hour Sutton made his appearance, whom 
our hero desired to remain in attendance, 
resolving to request Mr. Levi would recom- 
mend fn able female-assistant to dame 
Wood, since as he was now placed in a 
state of responsibility, he was determincd- 
,to spare neither pains nor expence to pre- 
serve the old gentleman’s life. 

Lady Franklin and Edward came while 
they were at breakfast, and learnt from 
our hero that he was commissioned to njp*- 
sent the former with twenty, the latter with 
ten thousand pounds, which he promised 
to put into their hands ere he slept. 

■Their gratitude affected the invalid, whq 
blessed them both with streaming eyes; 

• and then desiring Edward would join him: 
in prayer, he dismissed lady Franklin, and 
sent our hero to the Bank, who sogii did 
his. business there and at Messrs. Thorn-- 
hill’s, where he provided himself with the- 
turn he was to gi ve his mother andbrother,. 
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fiaving sold out stock to conform to his 
uncle's other memorandums, who had re- 
commended his giving five thousand 
pounds to each of his sisters, including 
.Mrs. Moncrief, and the same sum to John; 
and this he determined to do immediately, 
as he dreaded his uncle’s supposing that he 
should not conform in every point to his 
wishes. Fortunately he met Mr. Levi at 
the Bank, who promised to send the dame? 
an assistant in two hours r.t latest. 

Suffice it to say, the operation was per- 
formed with the greatest skill, and the hap- 
Jjf \st success, and that the invalid appeared 
to not only better in health, but in spi- 
rits; still he continued so anxious to see 
our hero married, -who considered his fishes 
as law, since Ivj had placed all the power' 
in his hands, that lady Susan agreed, in com- 
pliment to the old man, to short«* her lo- 
ver’s time of probation. 

Lady Franklin left town the day after 
Mr. Franklin had been relieved by the 
operatiop,* and the following week she left 
Claverton to its present oivner, whom she 
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paid for the carriages and horses she re- 
tained ; nor would she, though requested 
by the now-repentant baronet, remove a 
single article of value, as Charles made her 
a magnificent present of plate, china, and 
glass, and colonel Moncricf added several 
valuable articles to his gift. At our hero’s 
request, she had received John into favour 
again, and Mr. Franklin saw him once, when 
he gave him some excellent advice ; nor 
did he, to oblige Charles, refuse to admit 
the baronet, to whom he gave the deed by 
which he had made over his chambers to 
him, in which was an inventory of^»Mf? 
moveables, for fear he should suspet^ any 
of them were embezzled. 

Sir George appeared very grateful, and 
acknowledged that Charles was entitled fo 
his uncle’s property, it having been pro- 
mised him from a child, since he would 
not admit that he was indebted for it to his 
merit, temper, or disposition ; yet; as Mr. 
Franklin - had foreseen, he made every con- 
cession to ensure our hero’s forgiveness, as 
did John; and k they were not ''hsade ac- 
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<juainted with tiis apprtfhching marriage, 
which took place in Wimpole-strcct, in the 
most private manner. 

Mr. Levi had borrowed a house at Clap- 
ham for them to spend the honeymoon, 
since Rose Hill was so far from town, 
Charles could not have paid so much atten- 
tion to his uncle as he wished, had they 
gone thither; Edward had, at his desire, ta- 
ken up his abode in Paper-buildings, and he 
was to summon him at any hour, and at 
any time, if the invalid merely hinted a 
wish to see or speak to him. 

In their way to Ckipham, the new-mar,- 
riccT couple called upon the old man, and- 
received his blessing and good wishes; and 
then, for the first time, our hero learnt, that 
he was to be created a peer, by the title of 
bcTron Mowbray,® in consequence of his 
marriage with lady Susan, as lord Malton, 
lord Marchmont, and Mr. Levi, hacPBbtain- 
ed leave to have the second title in the 
Kinmare family revived in his person. 

Charles was happy, since the poor old 
man’s mi.tfd was set upor^ it, that he was 
spared till his accession to this title was no- 
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tified in the gazftte, sinc£ three days after- 
wards he died in his arms, blessing him with 
his last breath, and was, by his own desire, 
buried in Clapham church, at the feet of 
his. mother, and in the same vault with his 
grandfather; and as our hero, now lord 
Mowbray, had the ordering of the funeral, 
it was superb in the extreme; and he and 
lady Mowbray paid him the further com- 
pliment of putting on father’s mourning, 
as a mark of respect to his memory, ere 
they set out • for Belton Hall, where they 
had engaged to spend a month with lord 
'Marchmont; we will^therefore leave thejp 
as happy as any couple equally attached 
to each other, and equally favourec/by for- 
tune, ever were, or ever wilK be. 

Lady Franklin was delighted with her 
new house ; and her daughters no longer 
fearing the approaches of poverty, proved 
very agreeable companions, and vied with 
her in declaring their regard for their bro- 
fher, lord Mowbray. Louisa was addressed 
by James Frazer, as soon as he was out of 
mourning for;his brother; an^Charlotte 
keeps her brother Edward’s house, who 
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took possession of his living during the 
time our hero was in the North. 

Sir George took possession of the cham- 
bers as soon as dame Wood removed to a 
cottage near Rose Hill, ivhcrc she was en- 
abled to maintain a girl to wait upon her — 
thanks to Charles’s munificence. 

The baronet was terribly disappointed ; 
but prudently forbore to express his chag- 
rin, since. had he been more generous - ^ hen 
his father died, he would indubitably have 
fared better when his uncle distributed his 
property. He was obliged in honour to 
j^h^his sisters the prSmiscd three thousand* 
a-pieccywhich they preferred to the offered 
annuities; nor did he dare, when he sent 
John and Edward their thousand pounds, 
to .overlook our hero's claims, who tobk 
the money and gave it to John, for whom 
he also procured a more lucrative jjlace, 
and thus insured his regard and his enco- 
miums. .But the baronet having finished* 
all he had to do in town, at last set out for 
Claverton. *IIe had not bought a new car- 
riage, as hc'had once in tend Al, with his un- 

vol. in. M 



542 TIIE SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

cle’s boards, though he had felt ashamed 
when his now-shabby barouche followed 
lord Mowbray’s elegant chariot-and-four 
at his uncle’s funeral ; but he had no coro- 
net, he remarked, to grace the pannels of 
his vehicle, and this had proved too expen- 
sive a year to think of making any pur- 
chases ; he therefore continued to job his 
horses, which rendering him less careful of 
the poor beasts, he resolved the pair which 
be droVe shoujd take lady Franklin, four of 
her female attendants, the children, and no 
inconsiderable quantity of baggage, down 
\o Clavcrton, whither*he preceded thcnr^SlT 
horseback. 

The consequence of his folly and ava- 
rice may be foreseen — one horse knocked 
lip 1 , and the other wasjittle better; but 
the former laid down the moment it had 
crawled into the stable, and the provoked 
coachman declared it would never rise 
again, and that the baronet ought, and 
should pay for if, as he had overloaded the 
^carriage, and taxed it beyond it^ strength.” 

Alarmed bvHhis threat, the baronet sent 
for a farrier, whom he condescended to as- 
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sist to pour a cordial down the poor ani-’ 
mal’s throat, since his groom refined to 
meddle with it, lest he should he said to 
have hasicned its death ; and t lie coach- 
man was still more obstinate ; the other 
men servants were not arrived ; and as sir 
George's evil genius was not laM, while 
he was thus employed, owing to an effort 
the animals made, the candle was knocked 
out of his hand, and fell among a ffTTan- 
titv *'f fresh straw in an adjoining stall, 
which burst into a flame the iTevet moment ;* 
and as neither coachman nor groom had 
cfceycn to be present? the farrier and him* 
were triable to cope with the mercasing* 
rage, winch soon communicated to the loft 
over the stable', where it spread like wi Id- 
firc^. But not to dwell upon the fruit.’* of 
sir George’s saving plan, the stables, coach- 
houses, horses, &c. were all cons ume d in 
less than an hour; and the hoYisc aiuTothcr 
buildings were with difficulty pi'c vented 
from sharing the same fate. 

Thus dic^his avarice bring its own pu- 
nishment, even at the very moment lie was 
indulging in that hateful propensity; and 
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as no one seemed to grieve for his misfor- 
tnne when they learnt how it had been oc- 
casioned, he began to think it might be 
more to his credit, as well as comfort, to 
follow the example of our here rather than 
of his uncle ; and as he must s. bn find the 
benefit of adhering to this resolution, we 
shall leave him to pursue so wise a plan, 
.since, of all vices, avarice is the one most 
abb'urcd by all benevolent minds. 


FINIS. 
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